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COUNT ROBERT OF PARIS. 



CHAPTER I. 



HcnTen knows its tune ; the bnUet has its billet^ 
Arrow and javelin eacli its destined purpose ; 
The fitted beasts of nature's lower strain 
Hare each their s^arate tssk. 

OUPiaif. 

Agelastes, after crossing the Emperor in the 
manner we have already described, and after 
having taken such measures as occurred to him 
to ensure the success of the conspiracy, return- 
ed to the lodge of his garden, where the lady of 
the Count of Paris still remained, her only com- 
panion being an old woman named Vexhelia, the 
wife of the soldier who accompanied Bertha to 
the camp of the crusaders; the kind-hearted 
maiden haying stipulated that, during her ab- 
sence, her mistress was not to be left without an 
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attendant, and that attendant connected with the 
. Varangian guard* He had been all day playing 
the part of the ambitious politician, the selfish 
&ne-seTyer, th^ dark and subtle conspirator; and 
now it seemed, as if to exhaust the catalogue of 
his various parts in the human drama, he chose 
to exhibit himself in the character of the wily 
sophist, and justify, or seem to justify, the arts 
by which he had risen to wealth and eminence, 
and hoped even now to arise to royalty itsel£ 

^^ Fair Countess," he said, *^ what occasion is 
there for your wearing this veil of sadness over 
a countenance so lovely ?* 

<^ Do you suppose me," said Brenhilda, << a 
stock, a stone, or a creature without the feelings 
of a sensitive being, that I should endure mor- 
tification, imprisonment, danger; and distress, 
without expressing' the natural feelings of bu* 
manity ? Do you imagine that to a lady like me, 
as free as the unreclaimed falcon, you can offer 
the insult of captivity, without my being sen* 
sible to the disgrace, or incensed against the 
authors of it? And dost thou think that I will 
receive consolation at thy hands — at thine — one 
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of the most adtiye artificers in this web of treach* 
ery in wUcli I am so basely entangled ?* 

'^ Not entangled certainly by my means'' — 
answered Agelastes ; <^ dap your hands, call for 
what you wish, and the slave who refuses instant 
obedience had better been unborn. Had I not, 
with reference to your safety and your honour, 
agreed for a short time to be your keeper, that 
office would have been usurped by the Csesar, 
whose object you Imow, and may partly guess 
the modes by which it would be pursued. Why 
then dost thou childishly weep at being held 
for a short space in an honourable restraint, 
which the renowned arms of your husband will 
probably put an end to long ere to-morrow at 
noon ?" 

^^ Canst thou not comprehend,'' said the Conn* 
tess, '< thou man of many words, but of few 
honourable thoughts, that a heart like mine, which 
has been trained in the feelings of reliance upon 
my own worth and yalour, must be necessarily 
affected with shame at being obliged to accept^ 
even from the sword of a husband, that safety 
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^ich I would gladly have owed toly to my 
own ?' 

^< Thou ajt nusled. Countess/' answered the. 
philosopher, <^ by thy pride, a foiling predomi- 
nant in woman. Thinkest thou there has been no 
offensive assumption in laying aside the character 
of a mother and a wife, and adopting that of one 
of those brain-sick female fools, who, like the 
bravoes of the other sex, sacrifice every thing 
that is honourable or useful to a frantic and 
insane affectation of courage ? Believe me, fair 
lady, that the true system of virtue consists in 
filling thine own place gracefully in society, 
breeding up thy children, and delighting those 
of the other sex ; and any thing beyond this, may 
well render thee hateful or terrible, but can add 
nothing to thy amiable qualities/' 

" Thou pretendest,'' said the Countess, " \xi 
be a philosopher ; methinks thou shouldst know, 
tha:t the fame which hangs its chaplet on the 
tomb of a brave hero or heroine, is worth all the 
petty engagements in which ordinary persons 
spend the current of their time. One hour of 
life, crowded to the full with glorious action, and 
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filled with noble risks, is worth whole years o£ 
those mean observances of paltry decorum, in 
which men steal through existence, like sluggish 
waters through a marsh, without either honour or 
observation." 

^^ Daughter,'' said Agelastes, approaching 
nearer to the lady, *^ it is with pain I see yoa 
bewildered in errors which a little calm reflec- 
tion might remove. We may flatter ourselves, 
and human vanity usually does so, that beings 
infinitely more powerful than those belonging to 
mere humanity, are employed daily in measu- 
ring out the good and evil of this world, the 
termination of combats, or the fate of empires^ 
according to their own ideas of what is right or 
wrong, or, more projperly, according to what we 
ourselves conceive to be such. The Chreek 
heathens, renowned for their wisdom, and glo- 
rious for their actions, explained to men of ordi- 
nary minds the supposed existence of Jupiter 
and his Pantheon, where various deities presided 
over various virtues and vices, and regulated the 
temporal fortune and future happiness of such 
as practised them. The more learned and wise 

A3 
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of tbe andents rejected sncli the valgar inter- 
pretadon^ and wisely, althougii affecting a d«fer-* 
ence to the public faith, denied before their dia- 
eiples in piirate, the gross fiJlades of Tartaroa 
and Olympus, the vain doctrines concerning the 
gods themselves, and the extravagant expecta- 
tions which the vulgar entertained of an intmor* 
tality, supposed to be possessed by creatures who 
were in every respect mortal, both in the con- 
formation of their bodies, and in the internal, 
belief of their souls. Of these wise and good 
men some granted the existence of the supposed 
deities, but denied that they cared about the 
actions of mankind any more than those of the 
inferior aiiimals. A merry, jovial, careless life^ 
such as the followers of Epicurus would choose 
for themselves, was what they assigned for those 
gods whose being they admitted* Others, more 
bdid or more consistent, entirely denied the ex- 
istence of deities who apparently had no proper 
object or purpose, and believed that superna- 
tural beings, whose being' and attributes were 
proved to us by no supernatural appearances^ 
had in reality no existence whatever.'' 
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^< Stop, Irretch !" gaid the Countess, «< and 
know thi^ thon speakest not to one of those blind* 
ed heathens of whose abominable doctrines yoa 
are detailing the result. Know, that if an err- 
ing, I am nevertheless a sincere daughter of the 
ehurch, and this cross displayed on my shoulder, 
is a sufficient emblem of the vows I hare under- 
token in its cause. Be therefore wary, as thou art 
wily ; for, believe me, if thou scoffest or utterest 
reproach against my holy religion, \frhat I am 
unable to answer in language, I will reply to, 
without hesitation, with the point of my dag^ 
ger/* 

<' To that argument,'' said Agelastes, drawing 
back from the neighbourhood of BrenhUda, '* be- 
fieve me, Mr lady, I am very unwilling to urge 
your gentleness. But although I shaU not ven- 
ture to say any thing of those superior and bene- 
volent powers to whom you ascribe the manage- 
ment of the world, you will surely not take 
offence at my noticing titiose base superstitions 
which have been adopted in explanation of what 
is called by the Magi, the Evil Principle. Was 
there ever received into a human creed, a being 
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•0 mean — almott po ridiculous — a» ilie CSbristuin 
Satan ? A goatbh figure and limbe, with gro*^ 
tesque features, formed to express the most exe^ 
crable pasnons; a degree of power scarce infe^ 
timr to that of the Deity ; and a tedent at the 
same time scarce equal to that of the stupidest 
of the lowest order ! What is he, this being, who 
is at least the second arbiter of Ae human race^ 
save an immortal spirit, with the petty spleen 
and spite of a vindictive old man or old wo-( 
oian?^ 

Agelastes made a sing^olar pause in this part 
of his discourse. A mirror of considerable size 
liung in the apartment, so that the philosopher 
t)ould see in its reflection the figure d! Brenhil- 
^ and remark the change of her conntenanccy 
ihoi^h she had averted her &ee from him in 
hatred of the doctrines which he promnlgated. 
^On this glass the philosopher had his eyes natir- 
rally fixed, and he was confounded at perceiviBg 
a figure glide from behind the shadow of a cm^- 
tain, and glare at him with the supposed mien 
and expression of the Satan of monkish mytho- 
logy, or a satjrr of the heathen age. 
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^^ Man Y* sud Brenldlda, wjxoBe attention \^as 
attracted by this e:^traordinary apparition, as i^ 
teemeiy of the fiend, *^ have thy wicked words, 
and still more wicked thoughts, brought the 
devil amongst us ? If so, dismiss him instantly^ 
eke, by Our Lady of the Broken J.<ances ! thoii 
shalt know better than at present what. is the 
temper of a Frankish maiden, when in presence 
of the fiend himself, and those who pretend skill 
to raise him ! I wish not to enter into a contest 
unless compelled; but if I am obliged to join 
battle with an enemy so hiurrible, beUeve me, no 
one shall say that Brenhilda feared him/' 

^elastes, after looking with surprise and 
horror at the figure as reflected in the glass, 
tamed back his head to examine the substance,, 
of which the reflection was so strange^ The 
object, however, had disappeared behind the curr 
tain, under which it probably lay hid, and it was 
after a n^nute or two that the half^gibing, half** 
scowling coimtenance showed itself again in the 
same position in the mirror. 

*^ By the gods !" said Agelastes- 
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^ In whom but now," said the Connte8B» ^< you 
professed nnbelief/' 

'^ By the gods !'' repeated Agelastes, in port 
recovering himself, << it is Sylyan ! that angular 
mockery of humanity, who was said to have been 
brought from Ti^robana. I warrant he also be- 
lieves in his joUy god Pan, or the veteran S^l- 
vanus* He is to the uninitiated a creature whose 
appearance is full of terrors, but he shrinks be* 
fore the philosopher like ignorance before know- 
ledge.'' So saying, he with one hand pulled 
down the cnrtain, under which the animal had 
nestled itself when it entered from the garden- 
window of the pavilion, and with the other, in 
which he had a staff uplifted, threatened to ehaa- 
tise the creature, with the words — ^^ How now, 
Sylvanus ! what insolence is this ? — ^To your 
phce !" 

As, in uttering these words, he struck the ani- 
mal, the blow unluckily lighted upon his wounded 
hand, and recalled its bitter smart The wild 
temper of the creature returned, unsubdued for 
the moment by any awe of man ; uttering a fierce, 
and, at the same time, stifled cry, it flew on the 
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pkilosopKer, and clasped its Btrong and sinewy 
anns about Ids throat with the utmost fury. The 
old man twkted and struggled to deliver himself 
Irom the creature's grasp, but in vain. Sylvan 
kept hold of his prize, compressed his sinewy 
arms, and abode by his purpose of not quittii^ 
his hold of the philosopher's throat until he had 
breathed his last Two more bitter yells, accom* 
panied each with a deq>erate contortion of the 
eauntenance, and squeeze of the hands, con* 
eluded, in less than five minutes, the dreadful 
strife. 

Agelastes lay dead upon the ground, and his 
assassin Sylvan, springing from the body as if 
terrified and alarmed at what he had done, made 
his escape by the window. The Countess stood 
in astonishment, not knowing exactly whether 
she had witnessed a supernatural display of .the 
judgment ^f Heaven, or an instance of its ven- 
geance by mere mortal means. Her new at- 
tendant Yexhelia was no less astonished, thougk 
her acquaintanoe with the animal was consider- 
ably more intimate. 

*^ Lady," she said, ^^ that gigantic creature is 
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6n animal of great strength, resembling iDan*« 
kind in form, bat liuge in its size, and, enooar«« 
i^ed by its immense power, sometimes maleyo^ 
lent in its intercourse with mortals. I have heard 
the Varang^ians oiten talk of it as belonging to 
the Imperial museum. It is fitting we remove 
the body of this unhappy man, and hide it in a 
plot of shrubbery in the garden. It is not likely 
that he will be missed to-night, and to-morrow 
there will be other matter astir, which wiU pro- 
bably prevent much enquiry about him." The 
Countess Brenhilda assented, for she was not one 
of those timorous females to whom the counte- 
nancesi of the dead are objects of terror. 

Trusting to the parole which she had given, 
Ag^lastes had permitted the Countess and her 
attendant the freedom of his gardens, of that part 
at least adjacent to the pavilion. They there* 
fore were in little risk of interruption as they bore 
forth the dead body between them, and without 
much trouble disposed of it in the thickest part 
of one of these bosquets with which the garden 
was studded. 

As they returned to their place of abode or 
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cdofinement, the Countess, half speaking to 
herself, half addressing Vexhelia, said, *^ I am 
sorry for this ; not that the infemous wretch did 
not deserve the full punishment of Heaven 
coming upon him in the very moment of bias- 
phemy and infidelity, but because the courage 
and trtfth of the unfortunate Brenhilda may be 
brought into suspicion, as his slaughter took 
place when he was alone with her and her at- 
tendant, and as no one was witness of the singu- 
lar manner in which the old blasphemer met his 
«nd. — Thou knowest," she added, addressing 
herself to Hc^aven — ** thou ! blessed Lady of the 
Broken Lances, the protectress both of Brenhilda 
and her husband, well knowest, that whatever 
£hi1Is may be mine, I am free from the slightest 
suspicion of treachery ; and into thy hands I put 
my cause, with a perfect reliance upon thy wis- 
dom a&d bounty to bear evidence in my favour." 
So sayine, they returned to the lodge unseen^ 
and with pious and submissive prayers, the Coun-^ 
tess dosed that ev^itfal evening. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Win you liear of a Spanish lady, 

How sbe wooed an F.ngliwhman ? 
Garments gay, as rich as may be. 
Decked with jewels she had on. 
Of a comely countenance and grace was she. 
And by birth and parentage of high degree. 

Old BaBad. 



We left Alexius Comnenus after he had un- 
loaded his conscience in the ears of the Patri* 
arch, and received from him a feithful assurance 
of the pardon and patronage of the national 
ehurch. He took leave of the dignitary with 
some exulting exclamations, so unexplicitly ex- 
pressed, however, that it was by no means easy 
to conceive the meaning of what he said. His' 
first enquiry, when he reached the Blacquemal^ 
being for his daughter, he was directed to the 
room encrusted with beautifully carved marble, 
from which she herself, and many of her race, 
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derived the proud appellation of PcrphyrogemUi^ 
or bom in the purple. Her countenance wbs 
clouded with anxiety, which, at the sight of her 
fitther, broke out into open and uncontrollable 
griefc 

'^ Daughter," said the Emperor^ with a harsh* 
ness little common to his manner, and a serious- 
ness which he sternly maintained, instead of 
sympathizing with his daughter's affliction, '* as 
you would prevent the silly fool with whom you 
are connected, from displaying himself to the 
public both as an ungrateful monster and a 
traitor, you will not fail to exhort him, by due 
submission, to make his petition for pardon, ac- 
companied with a full confession of his crimes, 
or, by my sceptre and my crown, he shall die 
the death ! Nor will I pardon any who rushes 
upon his doom in an open tone of defiance, under 
such a standard of rebellion as my ungrateful 
son-in-law has hoisted." 

" What do you require of me, father?' said 
the Princess. ^^ Can you expect that I am to 
dip my own hands in the blood of this unfor- 
tunate man; or wilt thou seek a revenge yet 
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more bloody than that which was exacted by the 
deities of antiquity, upon those criminals who 
offended against their divine power ?' 

*^ Think not so, my daughter !" said the 
Emperor ; '< but rather believe that thou hast 
the last opportunity afforded by my filial affec- 
tion, of rescuing, perhaps from death, that sHIy 
fool, thy husband, who has so richly deserved it'' 

** My father,'' said the Princess, '* Crod knows 
it is not at your risk that I would wish to pur* 
chase the life of Nicephorus ; but he has been 
the fiaither of my children, though they, are now 
no more, and women cannot forget that such a tie 
has existed, even though it has been broken by 
fate* Permit me only to hope that the unfor- 
tunate culprit shall have an opportunity of re- 
trieving his errors ; nor shall it, believe me, be 
my 'fimlt, if he resumes those practices, treason- 
able at once, and unnatural, by whidi his life is 
at present endangered.'^ 

^ Follow me, then, daughter," said the Em- 
peror, <^ and know, that to thee alone I am about 
to intrust a secret, upon which the safety of my 
life and my crown, as well as the pardon of my 
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9on*i]i-law's life, will be found eventually to 
depend." 

He then assumed in Iiaste the gannent of 9 
slave of the seraglio, and commanded his daughter 
to arrange her dress in a more succinct form, and 
to take in her hand a lighted lamp. 

" Whither .are we soins^ my father ?* said 
AnnaComnena. 

^< It matters not," replied her &ther, ^^ since 
my destiny calk me, and since thine ordains thee 
to be. my torch-bearer. Believe it, and record 
it, if thou darest, in thy book, that Alexius Com- 
nenus does not, without alarm, descend into 
those awful dimgeons which his predecessors 
built for men, even when his intentions are inno- 
cent, and free frpm' harm. Be silent, and should 
we meet any inhabitant of those inferior regions^ 
speak not a word, nor make any observatioii 
upon his appearance." 

Passing through the intricate apartments of 
the palace, they now came to that large hall 
tjirottgh which Hereward liad passed on the first 
mght of his introduction to the place of Anna's 
recitation, called the Temple of the Muses. It 
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was constaracted, as we have said, of black marUe^ 
dimly illumiiiated* At the upper end of ike 
apartment was a small altar, on wMch was laid 
some incense, while over the smoke was eoa^ 
pended, as if projecting fr<»n the wall, two imi« 
tations of human hands and arms, which were- 
but imperfectly seen. 

At the bottom of this hall, a small iron-door 
led to a narrow and winding staircase, resem* 
bling a draw-well in shape and size, the steps of 
which were excessively steep, and which the 
Emperor, after a solemn gesture to his daughter 
eommai^ding her attendance, began to descend 
with the imperfect light, and by the narrow and 
di£Eicult steps by which those who visited the 
under regions of the Blacquemal seemed to bid 
adieu to the light of day. Door after door they 
passed in their descent, leading, it was probable^ 
to different ranges of dungeons, from wUch was 
obscurely heard the stifled voice of groans and 
aghs, such as attracted Hereward's attention on 
a former occasion. The Emperor took no not- 
tice <^ these signs of human misery, and three 
stories, or ranges of dungeons, had been already 
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passed, ere the £ftthet and daughter arrived at the 
lowest story of the building, the base of whidt 
was the solid rock, roughly carved, upon' which 
were erected the side-walls and arches of solid 
but unpolished marble. 

<^ Here," said Alexius Comnenus, ^^ all hope, 
all expectation takes farewell, at the turn of a 
hinge or the grating of a lock. Yet shall not 
this be always the-<;ase — ^the dead shall revive 
and resume their right, and the disinherited of 
these regions shall again prefer their claim to 
inhabit the upper world. If I cannot entreat 
Heaven to my assistance, be assured, my daugh- 
ter, that rather than be the poor animal which I 
have stooped to be thought, and even to be paint- 
ed in thy history, I would sooner brave every 
danger of the multitude which now erect them- 
selves betwixt me and safety. Nothing is resolved 
save that I will live and die an emperor ; and 
thou, Anna, be assured, that if there is power in 
the beauty or in the talents, of which so much 
ias been boasted, that power shall be this even- 
ing exercised to the advantage of thy parent, 
from whom it is derived.'' 



• • 
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*^ What 18. it that you mean, Imperial fistther ? 
— H<dy Virgin ! is this the promise you made me 
to save, the life of the unfortunate Nicephorus?' 

^^ Aud so I .will,'' said the Emperor ; <^ and I 
am now about that action of benevolence. But 
think not I will once more warm in my bosom 
the- household spake which had so nearly stung 
me to death. Nq, daughter, I have provided for 
ih^e a fitting husband, in one who is able to 
maintidn and defend the rights of the Emperor 
tliy father ; — ^and beware how thou opposest an 
obstacle to what is my pleasure ! for behold these 
walls.of marble, though unpolished, and recollect 
it is as possible to die within the marble as to be' 
bom there/' 

The Princess Anna Comnena was frightened 
at seeing her &ther in a state of mind entirely 
different from any which she had before wit* 
neaie^ ^' O, Hieaven ! that my mother were 
h€|r^ !" she ejaculated, in the terr<Nr of something 
i^e hardly knew what. 

• " Anna," said the Emperor, " your fears and 
your screams are alike in vain. I am one of 
those, who, on ordinary occasions, hardly nourish 
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a wish of my own, and account myself obliged to 
those who, like my wife and daughter, take care 
to save me all the trouble of free judgment. But 
when the vessel is among the breakers, and the 
master is called to the helm, believe that no 
meaner hand shall be permitted to interfere with 
him, nor will the wife and daughter, whom he 
indulged in prosperity, be allowed to thwart his 
will while he can yet call it his own. Thou couldst 
scarcely fail to understand that I was almost 
'prepared to have given thee, as a mark of my 
sincerity, to yonder obscure Varangian, without 
asking question of either birth or blood. Thon 
mayst hear when I next promise thee to a three 
years' inhabitant of these vaults, who shall be- 
Caesar in Briennius's stead, if I can move him ta* 
accept a princess for- his bride, and an imperial 
crown for his inheritance, in place of a starving 
dungeon." 

^^ I tremble at your words, father," said Anna 
Comnena ; ^^ how canst thou trust a man who has 
felt thy cruelty ? — How canst thou dream that 
aught can ever in sincerity reconcile thee to one 
^hom thou hast deprived of his eyesight ?' 

VOL. III. B 
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^< Care not for that,'' said Alexias; <^ he bo- 
eomes mine, or he shall never know what it is to 
be again his own. — And thou, girl, mayst rest as* 
sored, that, if I will it, thou art next day the bride 
of my present csq[>tire, or thou retirest to the 
most severe nunnery, never again to mix with so* 
.oiety. Be silent, therefore, and await thy dooni, 
as it shall come, and hope not that thy utmost 
endeavours can avert the current of thy destiny.'* 

As he concluded this singular dialogue, in 

-which he had assumed a tone to which his daugh* 

ter was a stranger, and before wbich she tremr 

bled, he passed on throngb more than one 

striody fiutened door, while his daughter, with 

^a faltering step, illuminated him on the obscure 

fHoacl At length he found admittance by another 

jpassage into the cell in which Ursel was confined^ 

«nd found him reclining in hopeless misery, — all 

those expectations having fiided from his heart 

whidi die Count of Paris had by his indomitable 

.gallantry for a time excited. He turned his 

flightless eyes towards the place where he heard 

ihe moving of bolts and the approach of steps. . 

^* A new feature," he said, *^ in my imprison.- 



OOCJNT ROBERT OV PARI0. 27 

meiit — A man ooiAes with a heavy and determi- 
ned step, and a woman or a child with one that 
scarcely presses the flocH* ! — Is it my death that 
you bring ? — Believe me, that I have lived long 
lenough in these dungeons to bid my doom wel- 
come." 

^^ It is not thy death, Hoble Ursel,'' said the 
Emperor, in a voice somewhat disguised. ^^ Lifoi 
liberty, whatever the world has to give, is placed 
by the Emperor Alexius at the feet of his noble 
enemy, and he trusts that many years of happi- 
ness and power, together with the command of 
A lai^e share of the empire, will soon obliterate 
4he recollection of the dudgeons of the BhuHjuer- 
nal." 

<^ It cannot be," said Ursel, with a sigh. ^^ He 
upon whose eyes the sun has set even at^ddle 
day, can have nothing left to hope from the most 
advantageous change of circumstances." 

^^ You are not entirely assured of that," said 
the Emperor ; << allow us to convince you that 
what is intended towards you is- truly &vouiaUe 
and liberal, and I ^ope you will be rewarded by 
finding that there is more possibility of amend- 
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ment in your case, than your first apprehensions 
are willing to receive. Make an effort, and try 
whether your eyes are not sensible of the light 
of the lamp.'' 

*< Do with me," said Ursel, ** according to 
your pleasure ; I have neither strength to remon- 
strate, nor the force of mind equal to make me 
set your cruelty at defiance. Of something like 
light I am sensible ; but whether it is reality or 
illusion, I cannot determine. If you are come to 
deliver me from this living sepulchre, I pray to 
God to requite you ; and if, under such deceit* 
ful pretence, you mean to take my Ufe, I can 
only commend my soul to Heaven, and the ven- 
geance due to my death to Him who can behold 
the darkest places in which injustice can shroud 
itself.** 

So saying, and the revulsion of his spirits 
rendering him unable to give almost any other 
ngns of existence, Ursel sunk back upon his 
seat of captivity, and spoke not another word 
during the time that Alexius disembarrassed him 
of those chains which had so long hung about 
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him, that they almost seemed to make a part of 
his person. 

. <^ This is an affidr in which thy aid can scarce 
be sufficient, Anna," said the Emperor; ^^ it 
would have been well if you and I could have 
borne him into the open air by our joint strength, 
for there is Uttle wisdom in showing the secrets 
of this prison-house to those to whom they are 
not yet known ; nevertheless, go, my child, and 
at a short distance from the head of the staircase 
which we descended, thou wilt find Edward, the 
bold and trusty Varangian, who, on your com* 
municating to him my orders, will come hither 
and render his assistance, and see that you send 
also the experienced leech, Douban." 

Terrified, halfnstifled, and half-struck witb hor«* 
ror, the lady yet felt a degree of relief from the 
somewhat milder tone in which her fiEither ad- 
dressed her. With tottering steps, yet in some 
measure encouraged by the tenor of her instruc- 
tions, she ascended the staircase which yawned 
upon these infernal dungeons. As she approach- 
ed the top, a large and strong figure threw its 
broad shadow between the lamp and the opening 
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of ttke hsSL Frigklesed iiearl]f to death at tbe 
thoughts of becoming the wife of a squalid wretcli 
Hke Ufsel^' a momeBt of woakness seized- upon 
ike Princesi^s mind, «md, "nheitk she oonsidered 
the melandboljr option whidi her &ther had pkced 
before her, she could not but tlunk that the hand* 
seme and gallant Varangian, who had ahready 
rescued die royal fiunily finmi' such immineBl 
danger, wa3 a fitter person with whom to unittf 
herself, if she must needs make a second choice^ 
than the singular and disgusting beii^ whomf 
her fether^js policy had raked from the bottom q^ 
fte Blacquemal dungeons* 
' I will, not say of poor Anna C!omnena, whe^ 
was a timid but not an unfeeling ipoman, that 
she would have embraced such a proposal, had 
not the life of her present husband, Nicephcnms 
Briennius, been in extreme danger ; and it was 
obviously the determination of the Emperor, that 
if he spared him, it should be on the sole condi- 
tion of unloosing his daughter's hand, and bind- 
ing her to some one gf better feith, and possessed 
of a greater desire to prove an affectionate S(m«> 
in-law* Neither did the plan of adopting tiie 
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Yanuagiaxi as a second husband^ enter decidedly ' 
into the mind of the Princess* The present was 
a moment of danger, in which her rescue to be 
snecessfol must be sudden, and perhaps, if onee 
achieved,^ the lady might have had an opportu^ 
n|ty of freeing herself both from Ursel and the 
Varangian, without disjoining either ^ them 
f^om her £stther's assistance, or of herself losing 
it At any rate, the surest means of safety were 
to secure, if possible, the young soldieci, whose 
features and ^pearance were of a kind whi<^ 
rendered the tas|k no way disagreeable to a beaurw 
tiful woman. The schemes of conquest are sa. 
natural to the fait sex, and the whole idea passed 
so quickly through Anna Comnena*s mind, that 
having first entered while the soldier's shadow 
was interposed between her and the lamp, it had 
fully occupied her quick imagination, when^ with ; 
deep reverence, and great surprise at her sudden 
iq[>pearance aa the ladder of Acheron, the Va* 
langian advancing, knelt down, and lent his arm 
to the assistance of the fair lady, in order to help 
her out of tiie dreary staircase. 

^< Dearest Hereward," said the lady, with a 
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degree of intimacy which aeemed oniisualy ^^ how 
much do I rejoice, in thig dreadful nig^t> to have 
fijlen under your protection ! ^ I have been in 
jdaces which the spirit of hell appears to have 
contrived for tiie human race." The ahurm of 
the Princess, tiie fiuniliarity of a beautiful woman, 
who, while in inortal fear, seeks refuge, like a 
frightened dove, in tiie bosom of the strong and 
the brave, must be the excuse of Anna Comnena 
for tiie tender epitiiet with which she greeted 
Hereward; nor, if he had chosen to answer in 
tiie same tone, which, faithful as he was, might 
have proved the case if tiie meeting had chanced 
before he saw Bertiia, would the daughter of 
Alexius have been, to say tiie truth, irreconci* 
lably offended* Exhausted as she was, she suf- 
fisred herself to repose upon the broad breast 
and shoulder of the Anglo-Saxon; nor did she 
make an attempt to recover herself, although the 
decorum of her sex and station seemed to recom- 
mend such an exertion. Hereward was obliged 
himself to ask her, witii tiie unimpassioned and 
reverential demeanour t>f a private soldier to a 
Princess, whether he ought to summon her female 
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attendants ? to which she faintly uttered a nega- 
tive. " No, no*' — ^said she, " I have a duty to 
execute for iny father, and I must not summon 
eyewitnesses ;—rhe knows me to be in safety, 
Hereward, since he knows I ain with thee ; and 
if I am a burden to you in my present state of 
weakness, I shall soon recover, if you will set 
me down upon the marble steps.'' 

<* Heaven forbid, lady," said Hereward, ** that 
I were thus neglectful of your Highness's pre- 
dous health! I see your two young ladies, 
Astarte and Violante, are in quest of you — Per« 
mit me to summon them hither, and I will keep 
watch upon you if you are unable to retire to 
your chamber, where, methinks, the present 
disorder of your nerves will be most properly 
treated." 

. ^^ Do as thou wilt, barbarian," said the Princess, 
rallying herself, with a certain degree of pique, 
arising perhaps from her not thinking more dra^ 
wdtis persoruB were appropriate to the scene, 
than the two who were already upon the stage. 
•Then, as if for the first time, appearing to re- 
/CoUect the message with which she had been 

b2 
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eommisBioned, she exhorted the YaraDgian to 
lepair instantly to her father* 

On sach occaidons, the slightest drctnnstancev 
have their effect on the actors. The Anglo^ 
Saxon was sensible that the Princess was some- 
what offended, though whether she was so, on 
account of her being actually m Herewsurd's 
arms, or whether the cause of her anger was the 
being nearly discovered there by the two young 
maidens, the sentinel did not presume to g^uess ; 
but departed, for the gloomy vaulta to jom 
Alexius, with the never-£uling double-edged 
axe, the bane of many a Turk, glittering upon 
his shoulder. 

Astarte and her companion had been dispatch* 
ed by the Empress Irene in search of Anna Com* 
nena, through those apartments of the palace 
which she was wont to inhabit. The daughter of 
Alexius could nowhere be found, although the 
business on which they were seeking her was 
described by the Empress as of the most pressii^ 
nature. Nothing, however, in a palace, passes 
altogether unespied, so that the Empress's mes- 
sengers at length received information that their 
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loistress and: tlue Emperor liad been seen to.' 
descend that gloomy access to the dungeoiuiy 
which, by allusion to the classical infernal re*, 
^onsj was termed the Pit of Acheron. They 
oame thither, accordingly, and we have related 
the consequences. Hereward thought it nece8<» 
sary to say, that her Imperial Highness had 
swooned upon being suddenly brought into the. 
upper air. The Princess, ou the other part, 
briskly shook off her juvenile attendants, and- 
declared herself ready to proceed to the eham« 
ber of her mother. The obeisance which she^ 
made Hereward at parting, had something in it 
of haughtiness, yet evidently qualified by a look, 
of friendship and regard. As she passed an apart**, 
ment in which some of the royal slaves were in: 
waiting, she addressed to one of them, an old; 
respectable man, of medical skiU, a private and. 
hurried order, desiring him to go to the assistance ; 
of her £a.ther, whom he would find at the bottom, 
of the staircase called the Pit of Acheron, and to. 
take his scimitar along with him« To hear, aa. 
usual, was to obey, and Douban, for that was his 
name, only replied by that significant si^ whidi. 
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indicates immediate^cqniescence. In the mean- 
time, Anna Comnena herself hastened onward to 
her mother's apartments, in which she found die 
Empress alone. 

^* Go hence, maidens," said Irene, ^^ and do 
not let any one have access to these apartments, 
even if the Emperor himself should command it. 
Shut the door,'' she said, <^ Anna Comnena; and 

, if the jealousy of the stronger sex do not allow 
us the masculine privilege of bolts and bars, to 

, secure the insides of our apartments, let us avail 
ourselves, as quickly as may be, of such opportu- 
nities as are permitted us ; and remember. Prin- 
cess, that however implicit your duty to your 
father, it is yet more so to me, who am of the 
same sex with thyself, and may truly call thee, 
even according to the letter, blood of my blood, 
:and bone of my bone. — Be assured thy &ther 
knows not at this moment the feelings of a 
woman. Neither he nor any man alive can justly 
oonceive the pangs of the heart which beats under 
a woman's robe. These men, Anna, would tear 

.asunder without scruple the tenderest ties of 

-affection, the whole structure of domestic feli- 
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city, in whicli lie a woman's cares, lier joy, her 
pain, her love, and her despair. Trust, there* 
fore, to me, my daughter! and believe me, I 
will at once save thy father's crown and thy 
happiness. The conduct of thy husband has been 
wrong, most cruelly wrong; but, Anna, he is 
a man — and in calling him such, I lay to his 
charge, as natural frailties, thoughtless treachery, 
wanton infidelity, every species of folly and in-* 
consistency, to which his race is subject. You 
ought not, therefore, to think of his faults, unlest 
it be to forgive them/' 

<^ Madam," said Anna Comnena, ^^ forgive me 
if I remind you that you recommend to a princess, 
bom in the purple itself, a line of conduct which 
would hardly become the female who carries the 
pitcher for the needful supply of water to tho 
village well. All who are around me have been 
taught to pay me the obeisance due to my birth| 
and while this Nicephorus Briennius crept on 
his knees to your daughter's hand which you 
extended towards him, he was rather receiving 
the yoke of a mistress than accepting a house- 
hold alliance with a wife. He has incurred his 
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^ doom^ without a toucK even of that temptatioBo 
whidi may be pled by lesser culprits in Jiis pon* 
dition; and if it is the wQl of my fattier that he. 
should die, or sxxSer banishment^ or imprison- 
ment, for the crime he has committed, it is not 
die business of Anna Comnena to interfere, she 
being the most injured among the imperial family^ 
vho havo in so many, and such gross respects^ 
the right to complain of his fisJsehood.'* 

** Daughter,*' replied the Empress, •* so fiur I 
^ree with you, that the treason of Nicephoms 
towards your father and myself hais been in a 
great degree nnpardonable ; nor do I easily see 
en what footing, save that of generosity, his life 
could be saved. But still you are yourself in dif- 
ferent circumstances from me, and may, as air 
affectionate and fond wife, compare the intimades 
of your former habits with the bloody change 
which is so soon to be the consequence and the 
conclusion of his ciimes. He is possessed of that 
person and of those features which women most 
readily recall to Aeir memory, whether sdive ov 
dead. Think what it will cost you to recollect 
tiiat the rugged executioner received his last 
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salute, — tEat the shapely neek had iia betters 
repose than the rough block — ^that the tongue, 
the sQund of which you used to prefer to the. 
choicest instruments of music, is silent in the 
dustr 

Anna, who was not insensible to the personal 
graces of her husband, was much affected by 
this forcible appeal. ^^ Why dustress me thus» 
mother ?'' she replied in a weeping accent* 
^f Did I not feel as acutely as you would have me^ 
to do, this moment, however awful, would be 
easily borne. I had but to think of him as he is^ 
to contrast his personal qualities widi those of the 
mind, by which they are more than overbalanced^ 
and resign myself to his deserved £ate with un-^ 
resisting submission to my jGaither's will." 

*^ And that," said the Empress, '^ would be 
to bind thee, by his sole fiat, to some obscure 
wretch, whose habits of plotting and intrigiui^ 
had, by some miserable chance, given him the 
opportunity of becoming of importance to the 
Emperor, and who is therefore to be rewarded 
by the hand of Anna Comnena." - 

*^ Do not think so meanly of me, madam,'* 
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the Princess — ^* I know, as well as ever 
Grecian maiden did, how I should free myself 
from dishonour; and, you may trust me, you 
shall never blush for your daughter^'' 

^^ Tell me not that," said the Empress, ^^ since 
I shall blush alike for the relentless cruelty 
which gives up a once beloved husband to an 
Ignominious death, and for the passion, for which 
I want a name, which would replace him by an. 
obscure barbarian from the extremity of Thule, 
or some wretch escaped from the Blacquemal 
dungeons." 

The Princess was astonished to perceive that 
her mother was acquainted with the purposes, 
even the most private, which her father had 
formed for his governance during this emer-. 
gency. She was ignorant that Alexius and his 
royal consort, in other respects living together 
with a decency ever exemplary in people of 
their rank, had sometimes, oiv interesting occa* 
sions, family debates, in which the husband, 
provoked by the seeming unbelief of his partner, 
was tempted to let her guess more of his real 
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purposes than he would have coolty imparted 
of his own calm choice. 

The Princess was affected at the anticipation 
of the death of her husband, nor could this have 
been reasonably supposed to be otherwise ; but 
she was still more hurt and affronted by her 
mother taking it for granted that she designed 
upon the instant to replace the Caesar by an un«» 
certiun^ and at all events an unworthy successor. 
Whatever considerations had operated to make 
Hereward her choice, dieir effect was lost when, 
the match was placed in this odious and degra- 
ding point of view; besides which is to be re- 
membered, that women almost instinctively deny 
their first thoughts in favour of a suitor, and 
seldom willingly reveal them, unless time and 
circumstance concur to favour them. She called 
Heaven therefore passionately to witness^ while 
she repelled the charge. 

" Bear witness,'' she said, " Our Lady, Queen 
of Heaven ! Bear witness, saints and martyrs^^ 
all ye blessed ones, who are, more than ourselves, 
1]ie gutodians of our mental purity ! that I know 
no passion which I dare not avow, and that if 
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Hicepborusf 8 life depended on iny entreaty 
God and men, all Ids injurious acts tomurds m^ 
disregarded and despised, it sboold be as long as 
Hearen gave to lliose servants wbomit snatehed 
from the earth, witibout suffering the pai^ of 
mortality P 

' ^ You have sworn boldly,'* said the Empress^ 
^ See, Anna Comnena, that yon ke^ yonr 
Word, for believe me it will be tried/* 

<< What will be tried, mother ?* said tiie Prin- 
^ss; <^ or what have I to do to pronounce the 
doom of the Csesar, who is not subject to my 
power ?* 

' ^ I will show you,** said the Empress, grave«^ 
ly ; and, leading her towards a sort of wardrobey 
which formed a closet in the wall, she withdrew' 
a curtain which hung before it, and placed before 
her her unfortunate husband, Nicephoms Brien-* 
nius, half-attired, with his sword drawn in hia- 
hand« Looking up(m him as an enemy, and 
Qonsdous of some schemes with respect to him^ 
which had passed through her mind in the coarse 
of lliese troubles, the Princess screamed £untly» 
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upon perceiving !him so nefur her with a weapon 
in his hand* 

*^ Be more ooiQposed/' said ike Empress^* 
<^ or this wretched man^ if disooyered, falls no. 
less a yiolim t4 thy idle fears than to thy bane-, 
fid revenge**' 

' Meephdms. at this speech seemed to have' 
std<^ted his cue, for, dropping the point of his 
sword, and falling on his knees before the Prin* 
cess, he clasped his hands to entreat for mercy* 

<^ What hast thou to ask. from me ?" said hir 
w^e, naturally assnred, by her husband's pro8«' 
Iration, that the stronger force was upon her own 
side — ^' What hast thou to ask from me, that 
outraged gratitude, betrayed affection, the most 
solemn vows violated, and the fondest ties of 
nature torn asunder like the spider's broken 
web, will permit thee to put in words for very 
shame? 

^ Do not suppose, Anqa," replied the sup*: 
pliant, *^ that I am at this eventful period of my: 
life to play the hypocrite, for the purpose at 
saving the wretched remnant of a dishonoured 
existenee. I am but desiroiis to part in dbarity: 



44 COUNT ROBERT OF PARIS. 

witih thee, to make my peace with Heaven, and 
to nourisli the kst hope of making my way, 
though burdened with many crimes, to those 
regions in which alone I can find thy beauty, thy 
talents, equalled at least, if not excelled*'' 

*^ You hear him, daughter ?' said Irene ; " his 
boon is for forgiveness alone ; thy condition is 
the more godlike, since thou mayst unite the 
safety of his life with the pardon of his offences." 

'^ Thou art deceived, mother,'' answered Anna. 
^ It is not mine to pardon his gpiilt, far less to 
remit his punishment. You have taught me to 
think of myself as future ages shall know me ; 
what will they say of me, &ose future ages, 
when I am described as the unfeeling daughter, 
who pardoned the intended assassin of her &ther, 
because she saw in him her own unfiEuthful 
husband ?' 

** See there," said the Csesar, <^ is not that, 
most serene Empress^ the very point of despair ? 
and have ' I not in vain offered my life-blood 
to wl]pe out the stain of parricide and ingrati- 
tude ? Have I not also vindicated myself from the 
most unpardonable part of the accusation, w|iich 
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charged me with attempting the murder of the 
godlike Emperor ? Hare I not sworn by all that 
is sacred to man, that my purpose went no &r- 
ther than to sequestrate Alexius for a little time 
from the fatigues of empire, and place him where 
he should quietly enjoy ease and tranquillity ; 
while, at the same time, his empire should be as 
implicitly regulated by himself, his sacred plear 
sure being transmitted through me, as in any 
respect, or at any period, it had ever been ?" 

^* Erring man !" said the Princess, *^ hast thou 
approached so near to the footstool of Alexius 
Comnenus, and durst thou form so false an esti- 
mate of him, as to conceive it possible that he 
would consentr to be a mere puppet by whose 
intervention you might have brought his empire 
to submission ? Know that the blood of Com- 
nenus is not so poor; my father would have 
resisted the treason in arms ; and by the death 
of thy bene£Eictor only couldst thou have grati- 
fied tiie suggestions of tiiy criminal ambition." 

** Be such your belief," said the Caesar; *^ I 
have said enough for a life which is not and ought 
not to be dear to me. Call your guards, and let 
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tbem take die life of the unfortunate Brienniui^ 
since it bas become hateful to his once beloved 
Anna Conmena. Be not afraid that any resistance 
of mine shall render the scene of my apprehension 
dubious or fiitaL Nicephorus Briennius is Caasar 
no longer, and he thus throws at the feet of his 
Princess and spouse, the only poor means which 
he hais of resisting the just doom which is there- 
fore at her pleasure to pass/' 

He cast his sword before £be feet of the Prin- 
cess, while Irene exclaimed, weeing, or seeming 
to weep bitterly, ^^ I have indeed read of such 
^scenes ; but could I ever have tibougbt that my 
own daughter would have been the principal 
actress in one of them — could I evei have thought 
.that her mind, adnnred by every one as a palace 
-for the occupation of Apollo and the Muses, 
should not have had room enough for die hum- 
jbler, but more amiable virtue of feminine charity 
and compassion, which builds itself a nest in the 
bosom of the lowest' village girl ? Do thy gifts, 
accomplishments, and talents, spread hardness as 
^ well as polish ov^ thy heart ? If so, a hundred 
. times better renounce them all, a2id detain in 
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iheur stead those gentle and domestic virtues 
which are the first honours of the female heart. 
A woman who is pitiless, is a worse monster tiian 
t>ne who is unsexed by any other passion.** 

^< What would you have me do ?' said Anna^ 
^' you, mother, ought to know better than I, that 
the life of my father is hardly consistent with 
the existence of this bold and cruel man. O, I 
^am sure he still meditates his purpose of oon^ 
fipiraey ! He that could deceive a woman in the 
manner he has done me, will not relinquish a 
plan which is founded upon the death of hs 
^nefiietor.'' 

^^ You do me injustice, Anna,'' said Brien** 
fiius, starting up, and imprinting a kiss upon her 
lips ere she was aware. ^^ By this caress, tibe last 
itbat will pass between us, I swear, that if in my 
life I have yielded to folly^ I have, notwith*- 
Irfandii]^, never been guilty of a treason of the 
Jiieart towards a woman as superior to tiie rest of 
the female world in talents and accomplishment^ 
BS in personal beauty." 

The Princess, much softenedi shook her headf 
us she replied — ^^ Ah, Nicephorus ) — stich were 
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once your words ! such, perhaps, were then 
your thoughts! But^who, or what, shall now 
warrant to me the veracity of either ?* 

<^ Those very accomplishments, and that very 
heauty itself,'* replied Nicephorus. 

" And if more is wanting," said Irene, " thy 
mother wiU enter her security for hinu Deem 
her not an insufficient pledge in this affidr ; she 
is thy mother, and the wife of Alexius Comne- 
nus, interested beyond all human beings in the 
growdi and increase of the power and dignity of 
her husband and her child ; and one who sees 
on this occasion an opportunity for exercising 
generosity, for soldering up the breaches of the 
Imperial house, and reconstructing the frame of 
government upon a basis, which, if there be 
fidth and gratitude in man, shall never be again 
exposed to hazard." 

^' To the reality of that &ith and gradtude^ 
then," said the Princess, ^^ we must trust impli* 
citly, as it is your will, mother; although even 
my own knowledge of the subject, both through 
study and experience of the world, has called 
Ine to observe the rashness of such confidence* 
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But although we two may forgive Nicephorns's 
errors, the Emperor is still the person to whom 
the final reference must be had, both as to par- 
don and favour/' 

^< Fear not Alexius," answered her mother ; 
** he will speak determinedly and decidedly; 
but, if he acts not in the very moment of form- 
ing the resolution, it is no more to be relied on 
than an icicle in time of thaw. Do thou apprize 
me, if thou canst, what the Emperor is at pre- 
sent doing, and take my word I will find means 
to bring him round to our opinion." 

^' Must I then betray secrets which my father 
has intrusted to me ?" said the Princess ; ^^ and 
to one who has so lately held the character of 
his avowed enemy ?" 

** Call it not betray," said Irene, " since it is 
written, thou shalt betray no one, least of all thy 
father, and the father of the empire. Yet again 
it is written by the holy Luke, that men shall be 
betrayed, both by parents and brethren, and kins- 
folk, and friends, and therefore surely also by 
daughters; by which I only mean thou shalt dis- 
cover to us thy father's secrets, so far as may 

VOL. lU. c 
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* 

enable us to save the life of Aj husband. The 
necessity of the case excuses whatever may be 
otherwise considBred as irregular." 

« Be it so then, mother. Haying yielded my 
consent, perhaps too easily, to »iatch this male- 
factor from my fskther's justice, I am sensible I 
must secure his se^ety by such means as are in 
my power. I left my father at the bottom of 
those e^tains called the Pit of Acheron, in the 
cell. of a blind man,, to whom he gave the name 
of Ursel." 

<^ Holy Mary !" exclaimed the Empress, '^ thon 
bast named a name which has been long unspo- 
Iten in the open air." 

^^ Has the Emperor's sense of his danger £rom 
the living," said the Caesar, '^ induced him to 
invoke the dead ? — for Ursel has been no living 
man for the qmce of three years." 

<^ It matters not," said Anna Conmena ; << I 
tell you true. My fiither even now held oon<*- 
ference with a miserable-looking prisoner whom 
he so named." 

<< It is a danger the more^" said the C»ser'; 
<^ he cannot have forgotten the zeal with, whidi 
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I embraced die cause of the present Emperor 
against his own ; and so soon as he- is at liberty, 
lie will study to avenge it. For this we must 
endeavour to make some iM*ovision, though it 
iaoreases our difBcuIties.-*-Sit doim then^ my 
gentle, n^y beneficent mother; — and tho^, my 
mfBf who hast prefeixed thy love for an un- 
worthy husband to the suggestions of jealooa 
passion and of headlong revenge^ sit down, and 
let us see in what manner it may be in 'our 
p«wery conaistentily widi your duty to the Em« 
peror, to bring our broken vessel securely into 
part'^ 

He employed mueh natural grace of manner m 
handing die mother and danghter to their seats; 
and^ taking his place confidentially between 
di^n, all Were soon engaged in concerting what 
isieasures should be taken for the morrow5 not 
forgetting such as should at once have the effect 
of preserving the Caesar's life, and at the same 
time of securing the Grecian empire against the 
conspiracy of which he had beea the chief in* 
il%ator. Briennius ventured to hint, that peiv 
haps tJie bee^ way would be to suffer the eon* 
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gpiracy to proceed as originally intended, pled-, 
ging liis own fidth that the rights of Aleidus 
should be held inviolate dnriing the straggle; 
but his influence over the Empress and her 
daughter did not extend to obtaining so great a 
trust. « They plainly protested against permit- 
ting him to leave the palace, or taking the least 
share in the confusion which to-morrow was cer- 
tain to witness. 

'' You forget, noble ladies," said the Caesar, 
^' that my honour is concerned in meeting the 
Count of Paris.** 

<^ Pshaw ! tell me not of your honour, Brien- 
nius,'' said Anna Comnena ; '* do I not well know, 
that although the honour of tiie western knights 
be a species of Molodi, a flesh-devouring, blood- 
quaffing demon, yet that that which is the god 
of idolatry to the eastern warriors, though equal- 
ly loud and noisy in the hall, is fax less impla- 
cable in the field ? Believe not that I. have for- 
given great injuries and insults, in order to take 
such false coin as honour in payment. Your in- 
genuity is but poor, if you cannot devise some 
excuse which will satisfy the Greeks; and in 
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good sooth, Briennius, to this battle yoii'go not, 
whether foryoar good or for your ilL Believe not 
that I will consent to your meeting either Count 
or Countess, whether in warlike combat or amo- 
roui^ parley. So you may at a word count upon 
remaining prisoner here until the hour appointed 
for such gross folly be past and over." 

The Caesar, perhaps, was not in his heart 
angry that his wife's pleasure was so bluntly and 
resolutely , expressed against the intended com* 
bat " If," said he, " you are determined to 
take my honour into your own keeping, I am 
here for the present your prisoner, nor have 1 
the means of interfering with your pleasure. 
"When once at liberty, the free exercise of my 
valour and my lance is once more my own." 

" Be it so. Sir Paladin," said the Princess, 
very composedly. *^ I have good hope that 
neither of them will involve you with any of 
yon dare-devils of Paris, whether male or female, 
and that we will regulate the pitch to which your 
courage soars, by the estimation of Greek philo- 
sophy, and the judgment of our blessed Lady of 
Mercy, not her of the Broken Lances." 



M eovm sobevt of pabuu 

Atlihui momeiityaii aatliMitaEtiye knock at Ae 
^oot alanned the oongnHatkm of the CoHir jnd 
liie ladiei* 
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CHAPTER III. 

2*hysiciatu Be comforted) good madam : ihe great ragCy 
Tou eee, is cured in Urn : and yet it is danger 
To make liim even o'er the time he haa lost. 
Desire him to go in : trouble him no more. 
Tin further settling. 

JSing Zear. 

We left the Emperi^r Alexins Clomnenus at 
lihe bottom of a subterranean -vault, ^th a Jamp 
expiring, and having charge of a prisoner, 'who 
seemed himself nearfy reduced to the same <ex- 
tremity. For the frst two or three moments, he 
listened after his daughter's retiring footsteps* 
He grew impatient, and began to long for her 
return before it was possible she could have Ira- 
versed the path betwixt him and the summit of 
tbese gloomy stairs. A minute or two he en«- 
dnred with patience the absence of the aasistanoe 
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which he had sent her to summon; but strange 
suspicions began to cross his imagination. Could 
it be possible ? Had she changed her purpose on 
account of the hard words which he had used 
towards her? Had she resolyed to leave her 
father to his fate in his hour of utmost need? 
and was he to rely no longer upon the assistance 
which he had implored her to send? 

The short time which the Princess trifled away 
in a sort of gallantry witii the Varangian Here- 
ward, was magnified tenfold by the impatience 
of the Emperor, who began to think that she 
was gone to fetch the accomplices of the Caesar 
to assault their prince in his defenceless condi- 
tion, and carry into effect tiieir half-disconcerted 
conspiracy. 

After a considerable time, filled up with tiiis 
feeling of agonizing uncertainty, he began at 
length, more composedly, to recollect the littie 
chauce there was tiiat the Princess would, even 
for her own sake, resentful as she was in the 
highest degree of her husband's ill behaviour, 
join her resources to his, to the destruction of 
one who had so generally showed himself an 
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indulgent and affectionate father. When he had 
adopted this better mood, a step was heard upon 
the staircase, and after a long and unequal de- 
scent, Hereward, in his heavy armour, at length 
coolly arrived at the bottom of the steps. Be- 
hind him, panting and trembling, partly^ wiih 
cold and partly with terror, came Douban, the 
slave well skilled in medicine. 
. "Welcome, good Edward! Welcome, Dou- 
ban !" he said, " whose medical skill is sufficiently 
able to qounterbalance the weight of years which 
hang upon him.'^ 

" Your Highness is gracious,*' said Douban — 
but what he would have farther said was cut off 
by a violent fit of coughing, the consequence of 
his s^e, of his feeble habit, of the damps of the 
dungeon, and the rugged exercise of descending 
the long and difficult staircase. 

" Thou art unaccustomed to visit thy patients 
in so rough an abode," said Alexius ; " and, 
nevertheless, to the damps of these dreary re- 
gions state necessity obliges us to confine many, 
who are no less our beloved subjects in reality 
than they are in title." 

c2 
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Tbe ;DEiedical man contiiraed Ins oong^ {mk» 
baps aa a& apology for not giving that answer .of 
assent, with wliieh his oonscience did not easily 
permit him ta reply to jm obserration, Ddlid^ 
though stated by one who should know ikt Suet, 
seemed not to be in itself altogether likely* 

<^ Yes» my Pouban," said tbe Emperor, ^ m 
this strong case of steel and adamant have we 
found it necessary to enclose the redoubted Ursel, 
wimse £Eime is spread through the whole worlds 
both for military akill, political wisdom, personal 
bravery, and other noble gifts, which we hare 
been obliged to obscure for a time, in order that 
we might^^ at the fittesi; conjuncture, which is now 
aiTiired, restore them to the world in their fuSL 
lustre* Ff«l his pulse^ iSierefoore, Douban— con- 
sider him as one who hath s«ffered severe con* 
finement, with all its jnivationSf and is about ta 
be suddenly restored to the full enjoyment of 
life, and whatever renders life valuable/' 

^ I will do my best," said Douban; << but 
your Majesty must amoder, that wie work upon 
a frail and exhausted subject, whose health secMs 
already wellnigh gone, and soay pearhaps TamsL 
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in am intftaiit — Bke ths paie and trraiblii^ l%bt» 
whose preoafrious oondilion ihe life^hreart;h cf this 
iQifbitanate padeift «eems closely to rescnnVle.'' 

^ Desdre, therefofe, good Dotdban, 'one or 
two of iiie mutes wlio serve in die interior, amd 
who have repeatedly been thy assistanls in 'snch 
eases— ^>r stay — EdwHPd, thy motiens wffl be 
more speedy ; do thon go for the •milleS'— midKa 
them bring some hind of Utter to tmnspert tiie 
patient; and, DoUban, do thou superintend the 
whole. Transport him instantly to a suitable 
Bpasrtment, only taking cafe thait it be secret, wid 
let him enjoy the comforts of the bath, and iftot* 
«ver <e}se may tend te restore hk feeUe aainft- 
lien — ^keeping in mind, that lie must, if poMt* 
bte, appear to-morrow in ithe fiefld.^ 

^' That will be hard," said Doubau, '' after 
liaving been, it would appear, subjected to sadi 
iare and .such usage as Us fluctoatBig pulse 
infimates but too plainly/' 

*< 'Twas a mistake of tbe ^ungeoib-keeper^ the 
Inhuman villidn, who diouM not go wiAiout his 
reward,"* continued ikte Emperor, '^^ had not fiiea- 
«ven already bestowed it by liie strange meaas^^ 
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sylvan man, or native of tbe woods, who yester- 
day put to death the jailer who meditated the 
death of his prisoner — ^Yes, my dear Douban, 
9 private sentinel of our guards called the Lou- 
mortal, had wellnigh annihilated this flower of 
our trust, whom for a time we were compelled 
to immure in secret Then, indeed, a rude Jiam* 
mer had daahed to pieces an unparalleled bril- 
liant, but the £ttes have arrested such a misfor- 
tune." 

The assistance having arriyed, the physician, 
who seemed more accustomed to act than to 
q>eak, directed a bath to be prepared with me- 
dicated herbs, and gave it as his opinion, that 
the patient should not be disturbed till to-mor- 
row's sun was high in tiie heavens. Ursel ac- 
cordingly was assisted to die bath, which was 
employed according to tiie directions of the 
physician; but witiiout affording any material 
symptoms of recoverjr. From tiience he was 
transferred to a cheerful bedchamber, opening by 
an ample window to one of the terraces of tiie 
palace, which commanded an extensive prospect* 
.These operations were performed upon a frame 
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80 extremely stupified by previous suffering, so 
dead to the usual sensations of existence, that it 
was not till the sensibility should be gradually 
restored, by friction of the stiffened limbs, and 
other means, that the leech hoped the mists of 
the intellect should at length begin to dear 
away. 

Douban readily undertook to obey the com- 
mands of the Emperor, and remain by the bed 
of the patient until the dawn of morning, ready 
to support nature as far as the skill of leecheraft 
admitted. 

* 

From the mutes, much more accustomed to 
be the executioners of the Emperor's displeasure 
than of his humanity, Douban selected one man 
of milder mood, and, by Alexius's order, made 
him understand, that the task in which he was 
engaged was to be kept most strictly seqret, 
while the hardened slave was astonished to find 
that the attentions paid to the sick were to be 
rendered with yet more mystery than the bloody 
offices of death and torture. 

The passive patient received the various acts 
of attention which were rendered to him in 
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jnleace ; a&d if not totally mthont 
at leastwitbe«[tad»tiiietcQnprtdwiiskm<rffli^ 
direct After Ae800tbifigoperatioii<^tliel)a!fli, 
and die T^hiptuoiis exchange of iSie rude and 
musty pile of strswy on n^saeh Be kad stretched 
himself for yesffs, fiar a covch of die softest dowii^ 
Ursel was presented with a sedative draughft^ 
slightly tinctured wMi en tspialie. The bahny 
restorer of nature came dms inToked, and tiie 
oaptite mBok into a delicknis shmber long lui- 
loMHm la him, and whidi seemed to occupy 
equally his mental fiunilties and Ids hodily frame^ 
mdiilethe fctttmeBw^re released from their r%id 
tenor, and the postare of the limbs, no kmger 
disturbed by fits of (samp, and sodden and ago* 
mziBg twists and tkoes, seemed chai^;«d lor a 
pladd state of the most perfect ease and tran* 
quiBity. 

Tlie mom was abeady cokmring the horiaon^ 
and the freslmess irf* die breeze of dawn had insi^ 
nnated itself into the lofty haHs of the palace <£ 
the Blacquemal, when a gende tap at the door 
0f the ehamber awaked Donban, wiio, midis* 
tarbed from the cahn state of his patient, had 
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indulged kimself with a brief repose. The door 
opened, and a figure appeared, disguised in the 
lobes worn by an officer of the palaee, and con- 
cealing beneath an artificial beard of great size, 
ai^ of a white colour, the features of the Em- 
peifor hiniselfc ^^ Douban,- said Alexius, « how 
&re8 it with thy patient, whose safety is tins day 
of such consequence to the Grecian state ?'' 

•* 'Well, my lord^" replied the physician, 
*^ excellently well ; and if he is not now dis- 
tuii>ed, I will wager whsterer skill I pomess, 
t^t nature, assisted by the art of the physieian, 
will triumph over the damps and die unwhole- 
some air of the in^we dungeon. Only be pru- 
dent, my lord, and let not an untimely haste 
bring iAm Ursel ibrward into the eon^est ere he 
has arranged the disturbed current <€xf his ideas, 
and recovered, in some degree, ike spring <if ln» 
mind^ and the powers >of hk body." 

^^ I will rule my impatience,'* said the Empe* 
ror, ^^ or radiier, Douban, I will be ruled by tliee* 
Thinkest thou he is awake ?' 

'<^ I am inclined to think bo," «aid tbe leetb^ 
^< but he opens not has eyes, and seems to me as 
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if hje absolutely resisted the natural impulse to 
rouse himself and look around him." 

^^ Speak to him," said the Emperor, ^^ and let' 
us know what is passing in his mind." 
• <^It is at some risk," replied the physician, ^^but 
you shall be obeyed. — Ursel," he said, approach- 
ing the bed of his blind patient, and then, in a 
louder tone, he repeated again, ^' Ursel ! Ursel !" 

*' Peace — Hush !" muttered the patient; ** dis- 
turb not the blest in their ecstasy — ^nor again 
recall the most miserable of mortals to finish the 
draught of bitterness which his £Eite had com- 
pelled him to commence." 

^< Again, again," said the Emperor, aside to 
Douban, ^^ try him yet again ; it is of import- 
ance for me to know in what degree he possesses 
his senses, or in what measure they have disap- 
peared from him." 

<^ I would not, however," said the physidan, 
*^ be the rash and guilty person, who, by an ill- 
timed urgency, should produce a total alienation 
of mind, and plunge him back either into abso- 
lute lunacy, or produce a stupor, in which he 
might remain for a long period." 



^^ 
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" Surely riot,'* replied the Emperor ; ** my 
commands are those of one Christian to another, 
nor do I wish them farther obeyed than as they 
are consistent with the laws of God and man." 

He paused for a moment after this declara- 
tion, and yet but few minutes had elapsed ere he 
again urged the leech to pursue the interroga- 
tion of his patient. ^^ If you hold me not com- 
petent," said Douban, somewhat vain of the trust 
necessarily reposed in him, " to judge of the 
treatment of my patient, your Imperial Highness 
must take the risk and the trouble upon your- 
self.'* 

" Marry, I shall," said the Emperor, " for 
die scruples of leeches are not to be indulged, 
when the fate of kingdoms and the lives of mo- 
narchs are placed against them in the scales. — 
Rouse thee, my noble Ursel ! hear a voice, with 
which thy ears were once well acquainted, wel- 
come thee back to glory and command ! Look 
around thee, and see how the world smiles to 
welcome thee back from imprisonment to em- 
pire!" 

^^ Cunning fiend !" said Ursel, ^^ who usest 
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tke moBt -unify laits in order to augment ^e 
mkery of the wtetStked ! , Enow, tempter, ^kat I 
am oosiBoions of die wiidle trick of the soothia^ 
images of last mght, — ^thy faati»-*-thy beds— *aiidl 
thjr bowers of bliss — But sooner shalt thoo foe ai>le 
to Ixring n smile upon the c^heek of St Andimiy 
fte Eremite, than indaoe me to carl mine lAer 
the Gabion of earthly Yoluptuaries.'' 

^ Try It, foolish man," insisted the Emperar, 
^.and trust to the evidence of thj senses for ihe 
JOidHty of ihe pleasures by which thou art now 
sommndBd; or, if thou art obstinate in thy lack 
of faith, tarry as thou art for a single moment, 
and I will bong wilih me a b^ig so uuparaUeled 
in her lovelineBS, that a -single glance of her 
were worth the reBtorstian of thine eyes, were 
it only to lookiq)on her ior amoment** So «8y«- 
ing he lefi; Ihe apartment. 

^ Tsattor,'' isaid 'Uirsel, ^ and deceiver of old, 
bring no mie hitlier J and strive not, by shacbwy 
and ideii forms of beauty, to increase the dehi- 
sisn that gilds my prison-^ouse for a. momea^ 
in order, doubtless, to destroy totally the spade 
of reascoa, and then excbange this earthly hell 
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for .a duDgeon in the infernal legiooB them* 
tehnes !'' 

^ His mind is somewhat shattered," mused 
the physician, " which is often the consequence 
of a long solitary eonfinement. I marvel much,* 
wiEus hk farth^ tkoaght, ^ if the Emperor jOBH 
flbfqpe out any rational service ^hieh this man 
can Tender him, after being so long ;immured in 
soSiorrible a dungeon. — ^Thou ;thiidL68t, ^Ajra,'^ 
continued be, addressing the patient, ^ thitt1]» 
seeming release of last night, with its foallis andl 
fefreshmentB, was only a delosive dream, with- 
out any Teality ?' 

M j\y — ^^hat eke ?*' .answered XJrsd. 

^ And that the arousing thyself, as we desire 
thee to do, would be but a resigning to a rain 
temptation, in order to wake to more unfaappi* 
ness than formerly?' 

^ Even so,** returned the patient, 

*^ What, then, are thy thoughts of the Empe*- 
ror, by whose command thou sufferest so jsevere 
a restraint 7* 

Perhaps Douban wished he had forborne this 
question, for, in the very moment when h^ piA 
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it» the door of die chamber opened, and the Em- 
peror entered, with his daughter hanging upon 
his ann, dressed with simplicity, yet with beco- 
ming splendour. She had fonnd time, it seems, 
to change her dress for a white robe, which 
resembled a kind of mourning, the chief orna- 
ment of which was a diamond chaplet, of ines- 
timable value, which surrounded and bound the 
long sable tresses, that reached from her head to 
her waist Terrified almost to death, she had 
been surprised by her fiither in the company of 
her husband the Caesar, and her mother; and 
the same thundering mandate had at once or- 
dered Briennius, in the character of a more than 
suspected traitor, under the custody of a strong 
g^uard of Varangians, and commanded her to 
attend her fiither to the bedchaiq]>er of ITrsel, in 
which she now stood ; resolyed, however, that she 
would stick by the sinking fortunes of her hus- 
band, even in the last extremity, yet no less de- 
termined that she would not rely upon her own 
entreaties or remonstrances, until she diould see 
whether her fiather^s interference was likely to 
reassume a resolved and positive diaracter. Has- 
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tily as the plans of Alexias had been formed, 
and hastily as they had been .disconcerted by 
accident^ there remained no slight chance that 
he might be forced to come round to the purpose 
on which his wife and daughter had fixed their 
heart, the forgiveness, namely, of the guilty 
Nicephorus Briennius. To his astonishment, 
and not perhaps greatly to his satisfaction, he 
heard the patient deeply engaged with the phy- 
sician in canvassing his own character. 

" Think not," said Ursel in reply to him, 
^^ that though I am immured in this dungeon, 
and treated as something worse than an outcast 
of humanity — ^and although I am, moreover, de- 
prived of my eyesight, the dearest gift of Hea- 
ven — think not, I say, though I suffer all this 
by the cruel will of Alexius Comnenus, that 
therefore I hold him to be mine enemy ; on the 
contrary, it is by his means that the blinded and 
miserable prisoner has been taught to seek a 
liberty far more unconstrained than this poor 
earth can afford, and a vision far more clear than 
any Mount Pisgah on this wretched side of the 
grave can give us : Shall I therefore account the 
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Empezor among mine enemies? He who las 
taught me the yanitjr of earAlj things — the no* 
thingness of earthly enjoyments-rond the pnie 
hope of a better woild, as a certain exchange for 
Ihe misery of the present ? No I" 

The Emperor had stood somewhat diseon- 
eerted at the bq^inrndg of this ^eech, but hear* 
ing it so very une^ectedly terminate^ as he was 
wiUing to 8opp«se, much in his oifu finrour, he 
threw himself into an attitude which was pardy 
that of a modest person listening to his own 
praises, and partly that of a man highly strack 
widi the commendations heaped upon him by a 
generous adTersEuy. 

<^ My friend," he said aloud, ^ how truly do 
you read my purpose, when you suppose that 
the knowledge wUeh men of your disposition 
can extract from eril, was all tiie experience 
whidi I wished you to deriye from a d^tivity 
protracted by adverse circBm8fcanoe% £ur, -yery 
&r, beyond my wishes I Let me embrace the 
g^erons man who knows so weH how to oooa-^ 
strue the purpose of a perplexed, but still fidthful 
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The patient rabed himself in his bed. 

^^ Hold, there !'* he said, ^^ methinks my fittul* 
ties begin to collect themselves. Yes," he mut- 
tered, ^ that is the treacherons yoioe which first 
bid me welcome as a fnend, and then command- 
ed fiercely Ihat I should be deprived of the sight 
of my eyes ! — Increase thy rigour if thou wilt, 
Comnenus^add, if thou canst, to the torture of 
my confinement— but since . I cannot see thy 
hypocritical and inhuman features^ spare me, in 
mency , the sound o£ a voice,, more distressing to 
mine eac tiiaiL toads^ than seipents, — ^dian what* 
ever naturer has most ofiensiire and disgusting^!'* 

This speech was delivered with so much 
^^^^^9 that it was in vain that the Emperor 
strove to interrupt its tenor; although hehim* 
sel^ a& well as^ Doubani and his daughter, heard 
a great deal more of the langui^e of unadorned 
and natural passion, tUan he had counted upon* 

<^ Raise thy head, rash man," he said, ^ znd 
chana thy tongue^ era it proceed in a strain 
which may oost thee dear; Look at me^ and 
fee; if I have: not leaeiredi a rewsdL capable of 
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atoning for all the evil which thy folly may charge 
to my account.'' 

. Hitherto the prisoner had remained with his 
eyes obstinately shut, regarding the imperfect 
recollection he had of sights which had been 
before his eyes the foregoing evening, as the 
mere suggestion of a deluded imagination, if not 
actually presented by some seducing spirit. But 
now, when his eyes fiedrly encountered the stately 
figure of the Emperor, and the graceful form of 
his lovely daughter, painted in the tender rays 
of the morning dawn, he ejaculated faintly, ^^ I 
see ! — I see !''-^And with that ejaculation fell 
back on the pillow in a swoon, which instantly 
found employment for Douban and his restora- 
tives. 

** A most wonderful cure indeed !" exclaimed 
the physician ; ^< and the height of my wishes 
would be to possess such another miraculous 
restorative." 

"FoolP* said die Emperor; "canst tiiou 
not conceive tiiat what has never been taken 
away is restored with Utde difficulty ? He was 
made," he said, lowering his voice, " to undergo 
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a painful operation, wUch led him to believe that 
the organs of sight were destroyed; and as light 
scarcely ever visited him, and when it did, only 
in doubtful and almost invisible glimmerings, 
the prevsiiling darkness, both physical and men-^ 
tal, that surrounded him, prevented him from 
being sensible of the existence of that ptedons 
faculty, of which he imagined himself berefL 
Perhaps thou wilt ask my reason for inflicting 
npion him so strange a deception ?— Simply U 
was, that being by it conceived incapable o£ 
reigning, his memory might pass out of the 
minds of the public, while, at the sKme time, I 
reserved his eyesight, that, in case occasioil 
should call, i( might be in my power once mor0 
to liberate him from his dungeon, and employi 
as I now propose to do, his courage and talents 
in the service of the empire, to counterbalance 
those of other conspirators*'* 

^^ And can your imperial Highness,*' stii4 
Douban, <^ hope that you have acquired thif 
man's duty and affectioii, by the conduct yoi| 
have observed to him ?* 
. « I cannot tell," andwered the Emperor^ 

VOL. III. n 
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<^tiiat mast be as tatanty shall detemune. All 
I know« is, that it is no fiuilt of mine, if UrseL 
does not reckon freedom and a long eouise of. 
enipire — perhaps sanctioned by an alliance witL 
onr own blood — and the continued enj<fyment of 
Ike precious organs of eyesight, of which a less 
ierupulous man would hare derived him» against 
a maimed and darkened existence.^' 
' ^ l^oe such is your BSghness's opinion and 
fesulution,^' said Donban, ^ it is for me to aid» 
and not to counteract it. . Permit me^ therefore^' 
fo pray your Highness and the Princess to widir^ 
draw, drnt^*! may use such remedies as may can<« 
in amindi^ck has been so stimngdy shakim, 
fatd restore to him fuUy the use of those eyes^* 
cfwbidi )ie has been so long depriyed." 
^ *^ I am content, Douban," said the Emperor; 
^ but take notice^ .Urael is not totally at liberty 
until he has expressed the resolution to become 
lietnafiy mine« It may behove ha^ him and 
Ikee to know, that although there is no purpose 
of remitting him to tike dimgeonsof the Blaoquer* 
nal palace, yet if he, or any on his part, should 
wptrei to head a party in tiieae feyetisk timer, — 
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foy the honour of a gentleman, to swear a Prank- 
ish oath, he shall find that he is not out of the 
reach of the battle-axes of my Varangians. I 
trust to thee to communicate this fact, which 
concerns alike him and all who have interest in 
his fortunes.— Come, daughter, we wiU with- 
draw, and leave the leech with his patient — 
Take notice, Donban, it is of importance that 
you acquaint me the very first moment when 
the patient can hold rational comq^unication 
with me." 

Alexins and his accompliihed diuighter depart^ 
cd doeordingly. ' 



• » » • 
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CHAPTER IV. 



Sweet tre ilne uses of adyerrity, 

Whidiy like tbe toad, ugly and TenomoDSy 

Bean yet a -pttewm jewel in its head. • 

As You LUk0 It 



Fbom a terraced Toof of tiie Blaeq[tienial pa- 
lace, accessible by a sash-door, whicb opened 
from tiie bedchamber of Ursel, there was com- 
manded one of the most lovely and striking views 
which the romantic neighbourhood of Constan- 
tinople afforded. 

After soffering him to repose and rest his 
nutated faculties, it was to this place that the 
physician led his patient; for when somewhat 
composed, he had of himself requested to be 
permitted to verify the truth of his restored eye- 
Iftight, by looking out once more up<m the majes- 
tic face of nature. 

On the one hand, the scene which he beheld 
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was a masterpiece of fiuman art. The proud city, 
Ornamented with stately building^ as became 
the capital of the world, showed a succession of 
glittering spires and orders of architecture, some 
of them chaste and simple, like those the capitals 
of which were borrowed from baskets-full of 
Ikcanthus ; some deriving the fluting of their shafibsl 
from the props made originally to support tiid 
lances of the earlier Crreeks : forms simple, yet 
tiore graceful in their simplicity, than any which 
human ingenuity has been able since to inyent. 
With the most splendid specimens which ancient 
art could afford of those strictly classic models 
were associated those of a later age, where mor^ 
modern taste had endeavoured at improvement^ 
tod, by mixing die various orders, had produced 
such as were either composite, or totally out of 
rule. The size of the buildings in which they 
were displayed, however, procured them respect j 
nor could even the most perfect judge of archi-» 
tecture avoid being struck by the grandeur of 
their extent and effect, although hurt by the in*" 
correctness of the taste in which they were 
executed* Arches of triumph, towers, obelisks, 



78 COVNT BOBSBT OW PAJU^ 

and 6pires» des^ned for various purpose^ lose ii|^ 
into the air m coflfused inagiiifioeiice ; while tba 
lower view was filled by the streets of die cityg 
the domestic habitations fomnng long narrow 
fdleys, on either side of whidi the houses acose Ui| 
various and unequal heights, but, being generally 
finished with tertaced coverings, thickset wid^ 
pllmts and flowers, and fountains, had, wheo 
peen from an eminence, a more noble and inte-^ 
vesting aspect than is ever afforded by the sloping- 
^id uniform roofs of streets in the capitals of the 
liorth of Europe. 

It has taken us some time to g^ve^ in words^ 
the idea which was at a single glance conveyed 
to Ursel, and affected him at first with great 
pain.' His eyeballs had been long strangers to 
that daHy exercise, which teaches us the habit of 
correcting the scenes as they appear to our sighti 
by the knowledge which we derive from the us# 
of our other setises. His idea of distance was so 
(xinfused, that it seeined as if all the spires, turretn 
and minarets which he beheld, were orowdedfof* 
ward upon his eyeballs, and almost touchingthenu 
Ti^ith a shriek of honor, Ursel turned himself to 
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Ae furtber side^ and oast Ids eyes upon a ^Kffereat 
seene. Here also he saw towers, steeples, and 
tmrets, but they wece those of the churches and 
public buiUEtngs beneath his feet, reflected from 
the dazzling piece of water which formed th^ 
harbour of Constantinople, and which, from tho 
abundance of wealth which it transported to tho 
dty, was well termed the Golden Horn. In one 
place, this superb basin was lined with quays^ 
where stately dromonds and argosies unloaded 
their wealth, whUe, by the shore of the harenf 
galleys, feluccas, and other small craft, idly flap- 
ped the singularly shaped and snow* white pinions 
which served them for sails. In other places, the 
Golden Horn lay shrouded in a verdant mantle 
of trees, where the private gardens q£ wealthy 
or distinguished individuals, or places of publia 
recreation, shot down upon and were bounded 
by the glassy waters. 

On th^ Bosphbrus, which might be seen in the 
distance, the little fleet of Tancred was lying in 
the same station they had gained during the 
night, which was fitted to command the opposite 
landing : this their genend had preferred to « 
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midniglit descent upon Constantinople, not know-r 
ing whether, so coming, they might be received 
as friends or enemies. This delay, however, had 
given the 'Greeks an opportunity, either by the 
orders of Alexias, or the equally powerful man- 
dates of some of the conspirators, to tow six ships 
of war, fiiU of armed men, and provided with the 
maritime ojBfensive weapons peculiar to the Greeks 
at that period, which they had moored so as e:i^ 
acdy to cover the place where the troops of Tan* 
cred must necessarily land. 

This preparation gave some surprise to the 
valiant Tancred, who did not know that such 
vesstels had arrived in the harbour from Lemnos 
on the preceding night. The undaunted courage 
of that prince was, however, in no r^pect to 
be shaken by the degree of unexpectea danger 
With which his adventure now iq[>peared to be 
attended. 

This splendid view, from die description of 
which we have in some degree digressed, was 
seen by the physician and Ursel from a terrace^ 
the loftiest almost on the palace of the.Blacquer- 
j:ial. To tiie cityward, it was bounded by a solid 
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Vail, of considerable height, giving a resting^ 
place for the roof of a lower buikling, which^ 
doping outward, broke to the view the vast 
height, tinobscnred otherwise save by a high and 
ittassy balustrade, composed of bronze, which, to 
tbe haveowalrd, sunk sheer down upon an unin- 
terrupted precipice. 

No sooner, therefore, had Ursel turned his 
eyes that way, than, thougl^ placed far from the 
hmik of the terrace, he exclaimed, with a shriek^ 
** Save me — save me 1 if you are not indeed the 
destined executors of the Emperor's wilL'^ 

<* We are indeed such,** said Douban, ** td 
kive, and if possible to bring you to complete 
recovery; but by no means to do yoi^ injury, or 
to suffer it to be offered by others/' 
; ^* Guard me then from myself,'* said Ursel> 
*^ and save me from the reeling and insane desire 
which I feel to plunge myself into the abyss, td 
the edge of which you have guided me." 

*< Such a giddy and dangerous temptation is,*^ 
said the physician, ^< common to those who have 
not for a lorig time looked down from precipitouii 
lieigbts, {tnd are suddenly brought to them ; Na^ 

d2 



mn^i^^ 



83 4X>UNT BOBSRT OF PABM, 

iur^, howerer boonteotis, hath not provided'Cor 
^e cessation of our fiicalties for yearsi and for 
liheir sudden resumption in fiill strength and 
vigour. An interval, loiter or shorter^ must 
needs intervene* Qin you not belieye this tcr* 
race a sale station while you hare my smpport 
and that of this fidthful slave 7* 

<' CertMidy," laid Ursei ; ^< but pennit me to 
turn my &ce towi^d^ this stone-wiU> for I cmh 
jiot bear to look at the flimey pieee of wire, 
9^eh la the only batttement ef defenee Aat 
interposes betwixt me asd the pvecipice.^ Hs 
fipoke of 'the bronze balustrade, six feet higrh, 
and massive in proportion* Thus saying, and 
holding &st by the physician's ann, Ursel, theiBgjk 
himself a younger imd more aUe man, trembledt 
^d Bftov^ his feet as slowly as if made cf lead, 
until he readied the sashed-door, where theM 
was placed a kind of balcony-sea^ in which ho 
placed himself. — " Here," he said, ** will I rof 
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; << And here," said Douban, /< will I make the 
communication of the Emperor, which it is ne» 
cessary you should be prepared to reply tOt It 
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piatces yoB^ yoa will obeierve, at your own 
981 for liberty or captivity^ but it conditions fat 
yMr resigning that sweet but sinful moisd 
tenned rerenge^ wbichvl must not conceal front 
you, chance i^pears willing to put into yonx 
hand. You know the degree of rivalry in wMdi 
you bave been held by the Emperor, and youi 
know the measure of evil you hare sustained af 
his hand. The question ]8» Can you forgive 
what> has taken place ?' 

<' Let me wrap my head round widi my nuuw 
tie," said Ursel, '^ to dispel this dizziness whidr 
still oppresses my poor brain, and as soon as thei 
power q£ recollection is granted to me, you shall 
knotw my sentiments.'* 

. He sunk upon the seal, muffled in the way 
which he described, and after a few minutea*, 
reflection, with a trepidation whidi argued th<^ 
patient still to be under the nervous feeling o£ 
extreme horror mixed jsitk terror, he addressed^ 
Douban thus : ^^ The operation of wrong and* 
csruelty, in the^ moment when tiiey are. Suit in-> 
flicted, excites, of coiurse, tiie utmost resentment: 
of the sufferer ; nor is there, perhaps, a pasdQa^ 
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whicli lives so long in his bosom as the nalnral 
tlesire of revenge. If, then,|dnring the first montb^ 
khen I lay stretched upoti my bed of want and 
misery, you had offered me an opportonHy of 
terenge upon my cruel oppressor, the remnant 
of miserable life which remained to me should 
hare been willingly bestowed to purchase it. 
But a suffering of weeks, or even months, most 
not be compared in effect with that of years. 
For a short space of endnrance, the body, as 
well as the mind, retains that vigorous habit 
which holds the prisoner still connected with 
""life, and teaches him to thrill at the long-fer*. 
gotten chain of hopes, of wishes, *of d]sapp<mit-r 
ments, and mortifications, which affected his for- 
mer existence. But the wounds become callous 
as they harden, and other and better feelings oc- 
' cupy their place, while ihey gpradually die away 
in forgetfulness. The enjoyments, the amuse-* 
ments of this world, occupy no part of his time 
upon whom the gates of despair have once 
closed. I tell thee, my kind physician, that for 
a season, in an insane attempt to effect my liber* 
iff I cut through a large portion of the living 
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rods. But Heaven cored me of so foolish an 
idea; and if I did not actually come to love 
Alexins Comnenus — ^for how could that have 
been a possible effect in any rational state of my 
intellects ? — yet, aa I became convuiced of my 
own crimes, sins, and follies, the more and more 
I was also persuaded that Alexius was but the 
agent through whom Heaven exercised a dearly- 
purchased right of punishing me for my manifold 
offences and transgressions ; and that it was not 
therefore upon the Emperor that my resentment 
ought to visit itself. And, I can now say to thee^ 
that, so &r as a man who has undergone sd 
dr^idfol a change can be supposed to know his 
own mind, I feel no desire either to rival Alexius 
in a race for ^npire, or to avail myself of any 
of the various proffers which he proposes to me 
as the price of withdrawing my claim. Let him 
keep unpurchased the crown, for which he hast 
paid, in my opinion, a price which it is not 
worth." 

<^ This is extraordinary stoicism, noble Ur^ 
8el,^' answered the physician Douban. ^^ Am I 
then to understand that you reject the fair offers 
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of Aleidus, and desire^ instead of all whkh he ia 
willing— nay, anziovfl to bestow — ^to be oonuDifc- 
ted safely back to thy old blinded dungeon ia 
the Blacquernaly that you may contume at ease 
those pietistic meditations wbich have already 
conducted thee to so extravagant^ a oenclu- 
sbn?' 

'* I^ysician^'' said Ursel, while a shaddering 
fit that affected his whole body testified his alaraa 
at the alternatiTe pr<^06ed — ^^ one would ima-^ 
gine thine own proJEession might havetaught the^ 
diat no mere mortal man, unless predestined t» 
be a glgrifiedsai]^ could oyer prefer darkness to 
the light of day ; blindness itself to the enjoymfiab 
of the power of s^ht; the pai^ of starring to 
competent sustenance^ or the damps of a dan* 
geon to the free idr of God's creation. No ! — it 
may be virtue to do so^ but to such a pitck 
mine does not soar. All I require of the Em- 
peror for standing by him with all the power 
my name can give him at this crisis is, that ho 
will provide fi>r my reception as a monk in some 
of those pleasant and well-endowed seminaries 
of piety, to which his devotion^ or his feariy have 
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given nse. Let me not be i^;ain die object ef 
bis 8iis|»eioD9 tbe operation o£ whicb it more 
^eadfiil tban that of being the object of bis bate. 
Forgotten by power, as I Ittve myself lost tbe 
remembrance of those that wielded it, let me 
£nd my way to the gmve, nnnotked, nncon- 
fitraiaed^ at liberty, in possession of my dim and 
^lised organs of sight, and, abore aD, at peace." 
*^ If Sttcbbe thy serions and earnest wish, noUe 
UiseV' said the pbysician, ^^ I myself have no 
hesitation to warrant to thee the fuU aacompUsh* 
ment of tby religions and moderate desires. Bat, 
betbink thee, thou art once more jui inhabitant 
fd the courts in whidi thou mayst obtain what 
tk6u wilt to-day ; while to-morrow, shooldst thou 
regret thy indifference, it may be thy ntmost 
jefitreaty wUl not suffice to gain for thee the 
jligbtest extension of thy present conditions." 
^ ^* Be it so,'' said Ursel ; ^^ I will then stipulate 
finr another condition, which indeed has only 
reference to this day. I will solicit bis Imperial 
Ms^esty, with all bundlity, to spare me th'e pain 
jof a pessonal treaty between himself and me, 
nnd that be will be satisfied with the solemn a»^ 
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ftunmce that I am most willing to do in his fiivout 
all that he is desirous of dictating; while, on tho 
other hand, I desire only the execution of those 
moderate condidons of my future aliment which 
I have already told thee at length/' 
■ ^' But wherefore," said Douban, ^^ shouldst 
thou be a£raid of announcing to the Emp^ot 
thy disposition to an agreement, wUich cannof; 
be esteemed otherwise than extremely moderate 
on thy part ? Indeed, I fear the Emperor will 
insist on a brief personal conference/' 

'VI am not ashamed," said Ursel,,'' to con« 
f ess the truth. It is true, that I hare, or diink 
J have, renounced what the Scripture calls the 
pride of life; but the old Adam still lives within 
tis, and maintains against the better pert of our 
nature an inextinguishable quarrel, easy to be 
aroused from its slumber, but as difficult to be 
again couched in peace. While last night I but 
half understood that mine enemy was in my pre- 
sence, and while my fistculties performed but half 
their duty in recalling his deceitful and hated 
accents, did not my heart throb in my hoaom, 
with all the agitation of a taken bird, and shall 
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i again hare to enter into a pergonal treaty with ^ 

ike man who, be Ids general conduct what it 
Inay, has been the constant and unprovoked cause 
of my unequalled misery ? Douban, no ! — to lis- 
ten to his voice again, were to hear an alarm 
sounded to every violent and vindictive passion of 
my heart ; and though, may Heaven so help me 
as my intentions towards him are upright, yet it 
is impossible for me to listen to his professions 
with a chance of safety either to him or to my** 
self," 

' " If you be so minded," replied Douban, *^ I 
shall only repeat to him your stipulation, and 
you must swear to him that you will strictly 
observe it Without this being done, it must 
be difficult, or perhaps impossible, to settle the 
league of which both are desirous." V 

^* Amen!" said Ursel; ^< and as I am pure 
in my purpose, and resolved to keep it to the 
Uttermost, so may Heaven guard me from the 
influence of precipitate revenge, ancient grudge, 
or new quarrel !" 

"^ An authoritative knock at the door of the 
-dieeping-chamber was now heard, and Ursel, re- 



lieyed, by more powerful feelings, fiNm the gidU 
cEness of which he had complained, walkedfirmly 
into the bedroom, and seating himself, waited 
with averted eyes die entrance o£ the person who 
deibanded admittance, and who prored to be no 
other than Alexins Comnenna. 

The Emperor appeared at the door in a war* 
like dress, suited for the decoration of a prince 
who was to witness a combat in the lists fonghi 
<mt before him* 

^' Sage Douban," he said, ^< has our esteemed 
Tpris^mer, Ursel, made his choice between our 
p^ace and enmity ?' 

' ^^ He hath, my lord,'' replied the physictany 
.^^ embraced the lot of that happy portion of man* 
ckind, whose hearts and lives are devoted to the 
service of your Majesty's government*' 

^ He will then this day," continued the Em- 
peror, *^ render me the office of putting down all 
those who may pret^id to abet insurrection in 
ioB name, and under pretext of his wrongs ?' 

*' He will, my lord," replied the physician, 
'^^ act to the fullest the part which yon reqnire.'* 

<« And in what way," said the Emperor, adopk^* 
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ing hift most gracious tone of Toice^ '^ wonld ouc 
futhfitl UJcsel desire tbat services like these» reiH 
dered in the hour of extreme iieed, should be. 
aekiiowledged by the Emperor ?' 

^^ Simply/' auswered Douban^ ^* by saying 
Dothbg lipon the subject. He desires only thai 
ail jealousies between you and him imay be hence- 
forth fbigotteur and iSiat he may be admitted 
into one of your Highnesses monastic institutaonSf 
with leave to dedicate the rest of his life to the 
worship of Heaven and its saints.'^ 
. ^< Hath he persuaded thee of this, Douban ?* 
f— said the Emperor, in a low and altered voic% 
f < By Heaven 1 when I consider from what pri- 
son he was brought, and in what guise he iiJbar 
bited it, I cannot believe in this gall-less dispo- 
sition* ' He must at least speak to mie himself, 
ere I can believe, in some degree^ the' transform^ 
ation of the fiery Ursel into a being so little 
capable of feeling the ordinary impulses <tf man- 
kiinL*' 

<< Hear me, Alexius Comnenus," said the 
prisoner ; ^^ and so may thine own prayers to 
Heaven find access and acceptation, as thm be* 
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lieyest the words vUch I speak to thee in siinpli-^ 
citjr of heart If ihine empire of Greeee were 
made of coined gold, it would hold oat no bait 
for my acceptance ; nor, I thank Heaven, have 
even the injuries I have experienced at thy hand, 
cruel and extensive asthey have been, impressed 
upon me the slightest desire of requiting treach-^ 
ery with treachery . Tliink of me as thou wilt, so 
thou seek'st not again to exchange words with 
me ; and believe me, that when thou hast put me 
under the most rigid of thy ecclesiastical foun-^ 
dations, the discipline, the &re, and the vigils, 
will be tan superior to the existence falling to the 
share of those whom the King delights to honour^ 
and who therefore must afford the King their 
society whenever they are summoned to do so.** 

<* It is hardly for me," said die physician, '^ to 
interpose in so high a matter; yet, as trusted 
both by die noble Ursel, and by his highness die 
Emp^isr, I have made a brief abstract of these 
short conditions to be kept by die high parties 
towards each other, sub crimineJubiJ* 

The Emperor protracted die intercourse with 
Ursel, until he more fuUy explained to him die 
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oocafflon whidi he should have that very day for 
his services. When they parted, Alexius^ with 
a great show of affection, embraced his late pri- 
soner, while it required all the self-command 
and stoidsm of Ursel to avoid expressing in 
plain terms the extent to which he ftbhoired the 
person who thus caressed him. 



M «OVMT BOBBRT OF PARIS. 



CHAPTER V. 



• •#•-«•••* Of C&BKpinty ! 

Sham*8t thou to show thy dangerous brow by night, 

When erilfl are most free ? O, then, hy day. 

Where wilt thou find a cayem dark enough 

To mask thy monstrous visage ? Seek none, Conspiracy ; 

Hide it in smiles and affiUiiUty : 

For if thou path, thy native semblance on, 

Not Erebus itself were dim enough 

To hide thee from ^crention. 

JuUus Cctsar, 



The important morning at last arrived, on 
whicli, by the Imperial proclamation, ike com-* 
bat between die Csesar and Robert Connt rf 
Paris was appointed to take place. This was a 
circumstance in a great measure foreign to the 
Grecian manners, and to which, therefore, the 
people annexed different ideas from those which 
were Bssociated with the same solemn decision 
of God, as the Latins called it, by the Western 
nations. The consequence was a rague, but 
excessive agitation among the people, who con- 
nected the extraordinary strife which they were 
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io witness^ with the various causes which had 
been whispered abroad, as likely to give occa- 
Aoa to some general insurrectioii of a gpreat and 
terrible nature. 

By the Imperial order, reg^ular lists had been 
prepared for the combat, with opposite gates, 
or entrances, as was usual, for the admittance 
of the two champions ; and it was understood 
diat the appeal was to be made to the Divinity 
by each, according to the forms prescribed by 
the church of which the combatants were respect^ 
ively members. The situation of these lists was 
Ml the side of the e^ore adjoining on the west ta 
the continent* At no great distance, the wiUs of 
the city were seen, of various architecture, com*^ 
posed of fime and of stone, and fumishedwith 
iio less than foiir-and-twenty gate8> or posterns^ 
five of whidi r^;atded the land^ and ninfriteear. 
fbe water. All this formed a beautifnl prospect 
Oiuah of whicik is still wible» The town itself 
is about nineteen miles in drcamference ; and atf 
it is on all sides surrounded with laftj cypressef^ 
its geneiral af^peanmee U that of a city arisin jf 
«ft of a stately wood of diese laagniifei^t trees^ 
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partly shroading the pinnaclesy obeliskfl, and 
minarets, which then marked the nte of many 
noble Chrvtian temples; but now, generally 
speaking, intimate the position of as many Ma- 
homedan mosques. 

These lists, for the ccmvenience of spectators, 
were surrounded on all sides by long rows of 
seats, sloping downwards. In the middle pf these 
seats, and exactly opposite the centre of the lists^ 
Was.a high throne, erected for the Emperor him^ 
self ; and whidi was separated from the nunc 
vulgar galleries by a drcnit of wooden barricadeSy 
which an experienced eye could perceiye, mighty 
in cafee of need, be made serviceable for purposes 
of defence* 

• The lists were sixty yards in lei^rth, by per« 
haps about forty in breadth, and these afforded 
ample space forthe exercise of the combat, both 
on horaebadi: and on foot Numerous bands of the 
Chreek citizens began, with the very break of dajTi 
to issue from the gates and posterns of the tkfi 
to examine and wonder at the constf uction' of 
the liste, pass their critidsms upon the purposed 
ff( the peculiar parts of the fisibric^ and occupy 
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places, to secure them for the spectacle. Shortly 
after arrived a large band of those soldiers who 
were called the Roman Immortals. These en- ^ 
tered without ceremony^ and placed themselves 
on either hand of the wooden barricade which 
fenced the Emperor's seat. Some of them took ^ 
even a greater liberty; for, affecting to be pressed - 
against the boundary, there were individuals who ' 
approached the partition itself, and seemed to * 
meditate climbing over it, and placing themselves 
on the same side with the Emperor. Some old - 
domestic slaves of the household now showed 
themselves, as if for the purpose of preserving * 
this sacred circle for Alexius and his court ; ' 
and, in proportion as the Immortals began to ' 
show themselves encroaching and turbulent, the ' 
strength of the defenders of the prohibited pre- 
cincts seemed gradually to increase. 

There was, though scarcely to be observed, 
besides the grand access to the Imperial seat from 
without, another opening also from the outside, 
secured by a very strong door, by which different 
persons received admission beneath the seats 
destined for the Imperial party. These per- 
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84III0, if tbcSr length of limb» breadtk of slimd- 
deniy hytiiefwt of their cloaks, and etpecialljr 
bjr the redoubted battle-axes which all of them 
b^rCf appeared to be Varangians ; but, although 
neilh^ dressed in their usual habit of pmnp, or 
in their nore effiectnal garb of war, still, when 
namswly examined, they mig^t be seen to pos* 
sess their usual offennve weapons. These men, 
entering in separate and straggling parties, might 
be obserred to join the slaves of the interior of 
the pdaee in oppanng the intrusion of the Im* 
mortals upim the seat of the Emptor and the 
b«»ehes around. Two or three Immortals, who 
had actually made good their frolic, and climbed 
<yver the division, were flung back again, very 
uneeremonioosly, by the barbaric strength and 
sinewy arms of the Varangians. 

The people around, and in the adjacent galle- 
j]es» most of whom had the air of chisens in 
their h<dyday dresses, commented a good deal on 
these i»oceeding8, and were inclined strongly to 
make part wiA the Immortals. ^ It was a shame 
to the Emperor,'* they said, << to encourage these 
British barbarians to interpose themselves by 
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v^cdenoe between Ids person and the Immortal 
oohorts of ^e city> w^o were ia BOsne sort his owa 
children." 

Stephanos, the gjrmnastic, whose bulky 
strength and stature rendered him conspioudua 
amid this party, said, without hesitation, ** If 
there are two people here who will join iA say^^' 
ing that the Immortals are unjustly deprived of 
their r%ht of guarding the Emperor's persoug. 
here is the hand that shall place them beside thd 
Imperial chair*'^ 

^^ Not so,'' quoth a centurion of the IiAmor* 
tftis, whom we hare already introduced to our 
readers by the name of Harpax; " Not so» 8te«« 
phanos ; that happy time may arrive, but it m 
not yet come, my gem of the circus. Thou know* 
est that on this occasion it is one of these CountSf 
or western Franks, who undertakes the ci»nbati 
and the Varangians, who call these people theifi 
enemies, have some reason to claim awprecedency 
in guarding the lists, which it might not at this 
moment be convenient to dispute with them« 
Why, man, if thou wert half so witty as thou 
«rt long, tiiott wooldst be sensible that it were 
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bad woodmanship to raise the hollo upon the' 
game, ere it had been driven within compass of 
he nets/' 

While the athlete rolled his huge grej eyes 
as if to conjure out the sense of this intimation, 
his little friend Lysimachus, the artist, putting 
himself to pain to stand upon his tiptoe, and 
look intelligent, said, approaching as near as 
he could to Harpax's ear, << Thou mayst trust 
me, gallant centurion, that this man of mould 
and muscle shall neither start like a babbling 
hound on a fidse scent, nor become mute and inert 
when the general signal is given. But tell me," 
said he, speaking very low, and for that purpose 
mounting a bench, which brought him on a level 
with the centurion's ear, *^ would it not have 
been better that a strong guard of the valiant 
Immortals had been placed in this wooden cita* 
del, to ensure the object of the day ?' • 
- <( Without question," said the centurion, << it 
was so meant; but these strolling Varangians 
have altered their station of their own authority/' 

<<.Were it not well," said Lysimachus^ ** that 
you, who are greatly more numerous than the 
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barbaxianS) should beg^ a fray before more of 
these strangers arrive ?' 

^< Content ye, friend," said the centurion, 
coldly, ^* we know our time. An attack com- 
menced too early would be worse than thrown 
away, nor would an opportunity occur of execu- 
ting our project in the fitting time, if an alarm 
were prematurely given at this moment" 

So saying, he shuffled off among his fellow 

soldiers, so as to avoid suspicious intercourse 

with such persons as were only concerned n^ith 

the civic portion of the conspirators* 

. ' As the morning advanced, and the sun took a 

. higher station in the horizon, the various persons 

.whom curiosity, or some more decided motive, 

brought. to see the proposed combat, were seen 

.streaming from different parts of the town, and 

rushing to occupy such accommodation as the 

circuit round the lists afforded them. In their 

road, to the place where preparation for combs^t 

was made, they had to ascend. a sort of cape, 

which, in the form of a small hill, projected 

into the Hellespont, and the but of which, con- 
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needsg it with the shore, aflbrded a consicler- 
able ascent, and of course a more eomraaa^ 
ing view of the strait between Europe and 
Asia, than either the immediate vicinity of the 
eitjr, or the stiU lower ground upon which the 
lists were erected. In passing this height the 
earlier visitants of the lists made little or no 
halt ; but after a time, when it became obvious 
that those who had hmrried forward to the place 
of combat were lingering there without any 
object or occupation, they that followed them 
in the same route, with natural curiosity, pakL 
a tribute to the landscape, bestowing some atten- 
tion on its beauty, and paused to see what aug^ 
lies could be collected from the water, whidi 
were likely to have any concern in indicating 
the late of the events that were to take place. 
Some straggling seamen were Ae first who 
remarked that a squadron of the Greek small 
craft (being that of Tancred) were in the act of 
makiDg tbeir way from Asia, and threateninirtk^ 
descent upon Constantinople. 

^ It is strange,** said a person, by rank the 
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fsaptein «f « galley, ^ that these imaU rewmbj 
which were ordered to return to Constanttnople 
as Mon m they disembarked th« Lflrtias, should 
have remamed so long' at Scutari, and should 
not be rowing baek to the iiiq>efial city vnlil 
this time, oo the second day after ihm departof e 
from thence." 

^^ I pray to Hearen," said another of the sane 
profession, ^^ that these seanen may come alone. 
It seems to me as if t'&eir emign-stais. Vow- 
iiprits, and topmasts, were decorated with the 
same ensigns, or nearly tiie* same, with ihoae 
which the Latins displayed upon them, when^ 
by the Emperor's order, they were trsmsported 
4k>wards Palestine ,* so methinks the royage baek 
again resembles that of a fleet of merchant ve** 
sels, who have been prevented from disdiarging 
their cargo at the place of their destination*'* 

<* There is little good," said one of the poll* 
ticians whom we formerly notieed, ** in dealing 
with such commodities, whether they are in^ 
ported or exported Yon ample baatiner whiclv 
§(^eams over the foremost galley, intimates the^ 
presence of a chieftain of no smdl rmk am^sjif 
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the Counts^ whether it be for yalour or for 
nobility.** 

The seafiBffing leader added, with the voice of 
one who hints alarming tidings, '^ They seem to 
have got to a point in the straits as high as will 
enable them to run down with the tide, and clear 
the cape which we stand on, although with what 
purpose they aim to land so close beneadi the 
^walb of the city, he is a wiser man than I who 
pretends to determine.*' 

** Assuredly," returned his comrade, ^^ the in- 
tention is not a kind one. The| wealth of the 
city has temptations to a poor people, who only 
value the iron which they possess as affording 
them the means of procuring the gold which 
they covet" 

*^ Ay, brother," answered Demetrius the po- 
litician, ^^ but see you not, lying at anchor within 
this bay which is formed by the cape, and at 
the very point where these heretics are likely to 
be carried by the tide, six strong vessels, having 
the power of sending forth, not merely showers 
of darts and arrows, but of Grecian fire, as it is 
called, from their hollow decks ? If these Frank 
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gentry continue directing their coarse upon the 
Imperial city, being, as they are, 



.* propago 



Contemptrix Superum san^, BftTseque avidiniiiiA c«dia» 
Et violenta ;*• 

we shall speedily see a combat better worth wit- 
nessing than that announced by the great trum- 
pet of the Varangians. If you love me, let us 
sit down here for a moment, and see how this 
matter is to end.'' 

. ^* An excellent motion, my ingenious friend," 
said Lascaris, which was the name of the other 
f^itizen ; ^^ but, bethink you, shall we not be in 
danger from the missUes with which the auda- 
cious Latins will not fiul to return the Greek 
fire, if, according to your conjecture, it shall be 
poured upon them by the Imperial squadron ?** 
<* That is not ill argued, my friend," said De- 
.metrius ; ^^ but know that you have to do with 
a man who has been in such extremities before 
now; and if such a discharge should open from 
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IIm Wfty I wonld propose to yoa to st^ hmk 
Borne fifty yards inland, and thus to istefpoM 
the very crest of the cape between us and the 
diaeharge of asiantes ; a mero chttd nd^ht thus 
learn to fiEU^e them without any alarm.** 

^ You are a wise man, neighbour,^ said La»- 
carisy ** and possess such a mixture of Tdeiir 
ftnd kiiowle<%e as becomes a man whom a 6imid 
might be supposed safely t» rid^ hb life witL 
There be those, for instance, wlie cannot wkam 
y^u the sMghteet glimpse of what is going on, 
without bringii^ yon within peril of your life ; 
whereas ymi» my worthy Mend I>enietrin^ 
between your aoeuiate kiiewle%e ef militery 
nffidr^ and yewr regard for your firiasd, are sure 
to show him all that is to be seen without tiie 
least risk to a person^ who is naturally nnwiUiBg 
to think of exposing himself to ii^ury.^But, 
Hoty Yiigin ! what is the meaning of that red 
flag which tlie Greek Admital haa dua instant 
Itoisted?' 

*' Why, you see, neighbour," answered De- 
metrius, ^^ yonder western heretic continues to 
advance without minding di6 various signs which 



xfav Aietajal hem madfe iso Urn to- ^sist^ nd ihiw 
lie hoists' the bloody colours^ as* if a man. should 
eleach his fist and say, If yon peraevere in your 
uncivil intention, I will do so and so." 

^< By St Sophia,'' said Lascuis, << and that is 
giving him fldr warning. But what is it the 
Imperial Admival is about to do ?" 

^ Run ! run ! friend LascariS)" said Deme- 
trius, ^' or you will see more' of that than- pei^ 
ehance you have any curiosity for/' 

Accordingly, to add the strength of example 
to precept, Demetrius himself g^ up his loins, 
and retreated with the most edifying^ speed to the 
opposite side of the ridge, accompanied' by the 
greater part of the crowd, who had tarried there 
to witness the contest which the newsmonger pro- 
mised, and were determined to take his word for 
their own safety. The sound and sight which 
had alarmed Demetrius, was the discharge of a 
large portion of Greek fire, which perhaps may 
be best compared to one of those immense Con- 
greve rockets of the present day, which takes on 
its shoulders a small grapnel or anchor^ and pro- 
ceeds groaning^ through' theaii^ like a fiemfover* 
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burdened by the mandate of some inexorable ma« 
gician, and of which the operation was so terri- 
fying, that the crews of the vessels attacked by 
this strange weapon frequently forsook every 
means of defence, and run themselves ashore. 
One of the principal ingredients of this dreadful 
fire was supposed to be naphtha, or the bitumen 
which is collected on the banks of the Dead Sea, 
And which, when in a state of ignition, could only 
be extinguished by a very singular mixture, and 
which it was not likely to come in contact with. 
It produced a thick smoke and loud explosion, 
and was capable, says Gibbon, of communicating 
its flames with equal vehemence in descent or 
lateral progress. In sieges, it was poured from 
the ramparts, or launched, like our bombs, in 
.redhot balls of stone or iron, or it was darted in 
flax twisted round arrows and in javelins. It 
was considered as a state secret of the greatest 
importance ; and for wellnigh four centuries it 
. was unknown to the Mahometans. But at length 
the composition was discovered by the Saracens, 
and used by them for repelling the Crusaders, 
and overpowering the Greeks, upon whose side 
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it had at one time been the most formidable im- 
plement of defence. Some exaggeration we 
must aUow for a barbarous period; but there 
seems no doubt that the general description of 
the crusader Joinville should be admitted as cor- 
rect : — ** It came flying through the air," says 
that good knight, <^ like a winged dragon, about 
the thickness of a hogshead, with the report of 
thunder and the speed of lightning, and the dark- 
ness of the night was dispelled by this horrible 
illumination.'' 

Not only the bold Demetrius and his pupil 
Lascaris, but all the crowd whom they influ- 
enced, fled manfully when the commodore of 
the Greeks fired the first discharge ; and as the 
oth^ vessels in the squadron followed his exam- 
ple, the heavens were filled with the unusual 
and outrageous noise, while the smoke was so 
thick as to darken the very air. As the fugitives 
passed the crest of the hill, they saw the seaman, 
whom we formerly mentioned as a spectator, 
snugly reclining under cover of a dry ditch, 
where he managed so as to secure himself as far 
as possible from any accident. He could not. 
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homwreTf cmii breaidBg his jast oa the p«fiii« 

<« What^hor heerkd, <" my good inescb," 
wiHtumt rmmng himBelf abora Hie coumenarp 
of his- dkcfa, ^ ipiU yua nsC ranam apoa yosr 
fltaiioa loag encogh to finirii that h^>eful kctaSB 
upon batdte' by aeai anil land, which yon had so 
happy an oppwrtmuty oi 9ammen€mg ? Be^gm 
ise, the noiMu more alannH^thaithiirtfii];; Ibe 
fire i»aU pointed ia< a directiMi opposite tayovii^ 
and if one of those dragons which yon see A>es 
hflppen to fly landward instead of seawar<^ it is 
bat- the misfake oi some saUs^boy, wim^ has 
nsed his Mnstodc witii more willfi^ess than 
ability.'' 

Demetriiw and Lascaris just hewd enongh of 
tiie naval hero's harangue, to acqosdnt them with 
the new duiger with which they might be assailed 
by the p<Hwble misdirection ef the weapons, an* 
rashmg down towards die BstB at the head of a 
crowd half desperate with fear, they hastily 
propagated the appalHng new&s that the ILatini 
were coming back from Asia with like purpose 
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of hmiiag in ras, piUagia^, and bmniiiig the 
icity.. 

The uproar, in the meantime, of this mex- 
pected occunrenee,. was Bodt as altog«die7 to 
vindicate, in public c^ini^i, the reported causey 
however exaggerated. The thunder ot ^M 
Greek fire came saecessively, (me hard opoo die 
olber, and each, in its turn, q)read a Uot of 
Uaek nnoke upon the &ee of the landscape, 
which, tifrickeined by so n^ny saccenive dbads, 
seined at last, like that raised by a sustained 
fire of modem artillery, to overriMfdow the whoie 
horison. 

The small sqnadion of Tancred were cenii^ 
pletely hid from ^iew in the surging volumes of 
darkness, which the breath of the weapons of &e 
enemy had spread around him ; and it seemed by 
a fed Sght, which began to show itself amoi^ ike 
thickest of ^ veil of darkness, that one of the 
flotiQa at least had caught fire. Yet the Latins 
resisted, Mrith an obstinacy worthy of their onm 
courage, smd the £une of their eetebrated leadset . 
Seme advantage they had, on account of thehr 
smiA size, imd their lowness in the water, as well 
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as the douded state of the atmosphere, which 
rendered them difficult marks for the fire of the 
Greeks. 

To increase these advantages, Tancred, as well 
by boats as by the kind of rude signals made 
use of at that period, dispersed orders to his 
fleet, that each bark, disregarding the fate of the 
others, should press forward individually, and 
that the men from each should be put on shore 
wheresoever and howsoever they could effect 
that manoeuvre. Tancred himself set a noble 
example ; he was on board a stout vessel, fenced 
in some degree against the effect of the Greek 
fire by being in a great measure covered with 
raw hides, which hides had also been recently 
steeped in water. This vessel contained up- 
wards of a hundred valiant warriors, several c^ 
them of knightly order, who had all night toiled 
at the humble labours of the oar, and now in the 
morning affiled their duvalrous hands to the 
arblast and to the bow, which were in general 
accounted the weapons of persons of a lower 
rank. Thus armed, and thus manned. Prince 
Tancred bestowed upon his bark the full velocity 
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which wind) and tide, and oar, could enable her 
to obtain, and placing her in the situation to pro- 
fit by them as much as his maritime skill could 
direct, he drove with the speed of lightning 
among the vessels of Lemnos, plying on either 
side, bows, crossbows, javelins, and military 
missiles of every kind, with the greater advantage 
that the Greeks, trusting to their artificial fire, 
had omitted arming themselves with other wea- 
pons ; so that when the valiant Crusader bore 
down on them with so much fury, repaying the 
terrors of their fire with a storm of bolts and 
arrows no less formidable, they began to feel 
that their own advantage was much less than 
they had supposed, and that, like most other 
dangers, the maritime fire of the Greeks, when 
undauntedly confronted, lost at least one-half of 
its terrors. The Grecian sailors, too, when they 
observed the vessels approach so near, filled with 
the steel-clad Latins, began to shrink from a con- 
test to be maintained hand to hand with so ter- 
rible an enemy. 

By degrees, smoke began to issue from the 
3ides of the great Grecian argosie, and the voice 
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ef Tanered annovnced to lus sddien that Ae 
> Grecian Admiial'a vessel had taken fire, owing* to 
•negligence in the managmnent of the means of 
destrnctioB she possessed, and that all they had 
now to do was to roaintain sodi a distance as to 
avoid sharing her £ite. Sparkles and flashes of 
'flame were next seen leaping from place to place, 
on board of the great hulk, as if the element had 
had the sense and purpose of spreading wider 
iSke conslematioB, and disabling the few who stiH 
paid attention to the commands of thCT Admiral, 
and endeavonred to extinguish the fire. The 
coBseioiimesB of the combostible nature iji die 
freight began to add deq>air to terror; from the 
boltHsprit, the rigging, the yards, the sides, and 
every part of the vessel, the naiortimate crew 
wero seen dropping th^nselvesy to exchange fior 
the most part a watery deaft for one by the more 
•Areadfnl agency of fire. The crew of Tancred's 
bark, ceasing, by that generons prmce's com- 
mands, to ofer any additicfnal annoyance to an 
enemy who was at once threatened by the perSi 
of the ocean and of conflagradmi, ran their ves- 
sel ashoro in asmooth part of the ta^, and jiraq^ 
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mg into iSke shallow sea, made the land without 
diffieulty; many of their steeds being, by the 
exertions of the owners, and the docility of the 
-animals, brought ashore at the same time wit^ 
their masters. Their commander lost no time in 
forming* their serried ranks into a phalanx ci 
-lancers, few indeed at first, bat perpetually in- 
creasing as ship after ship of the little flotilla ran 
ashdre, &r having more deliberately moored their 
barhs, landed their men, and joined their com« 
panions. 

The cloud which had been raised by the con- 
flict was now driven to leeward before the wind, 
and the strait exhibited only liie relics of the 
combat. Here tossed upon the billows the scat- 
tered and broken remains of one or two of the 
Liatin vessels which had been burnt at the com* 
mencement of the combat^ &ough their erewi^, 
by the exertions of their comrades^ had in gett^ 
ral been saved. Lower down were seen the 
r^naining five yessek of Ae Lemnos squadron, 
holding a disorderly and difficult retreat, with 
the purpose of gaining the harbour c( CoBstaa- 
tinople. In the place so late the scene of com 
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hat, lay moored the hulk of the Grecian Admi- 
ral, burnt to the water's edge, and still sending 
forth a black smoke from its scathed beams and 
planks. The flotilla of Tancred, busied in dis- 
charging its troops, lay irregularly scattered 
along the bay, the men making ashore as they 
could, and taking their course to join the stand- 
ard of their leader. Various black substances 
floated on the sur&ce of the water, nearer, or 
more distant to the shore ; some proved to be the 
wreck of the vessels which had been destroyed, 
and others, more ominous still, the lifeless bodies 
of mariners who had £Edlen in the conflict. 

The standard had been borne ashore by the 
Prince*s fitvourite page, Ernest of Apulia, so 
soon as the keel of Tancred's galley had grazed 
upon the sand. It was then pitched on the top 
of that elevated cape between Constantinople 
and the lists, where Lascaris, Demetrius, and 
other g^ossips, had held their station at the com- 
mencement of the engagement, but from which 
all had fled, between the mingled dread of tiie 
Greek fire and the missiles of die Latin crusaders. 
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CHAPTER VL 

Sheathed in complete annour, and support- 
ing with his right hand the standard of his 
fathers, Tancred remained with his handful of 
warriors like so many statues of steel, expecting 
some sort of attack from the Grecian party which 
had occupied the lists, or from the numbers whom 
the city gates began now to pour forth—soldiers 
some of them, and others citizens, many of whom 
were arrayed as if for conflict These persons, 
alarmed by the various accounts which were 
given of the combatants, and the progress of the 
fight, rushed towards the standard of Prince 
Tancred, with the intention of beating it to the 
earth', and dispersing the guards who owed it 
^ homage and defence. But if the reader shall 

have happened to have ridden at any time 
through a pastoral country, with a dog of a noble 



1 18 COUKT ROBERT OF PARIS. 

race following him, he must have remarked, in 
the deference ultimately paid to the high-bred 
animal by the shepherd's cur as he crosses the 
lonely glen, of which the latter conceives himself 
the lord and guardian, something very similar to 
the demeanour of the incensed Greeks, when 
they approached near to the little band of Franks. 
At the first symptom of the intrusion of a stran- 
ger, the dog of the shepherd starts from his slum- 
bers, and rushes towards the noble intruder widi 
a clamorous declaration of war ; but when the 
diminution of ^stance between them shows to 
the aggressor the size and strength of his oppo* 
nent, he becomes like a cruiser, who, in a chase^ 
has, to his surprise and alarm, found two tier of 
guns opposed to him instead of one. He halts 
"-^suspends his clamorous yelping, and, in fine, 
ingloriottsly retreats to his master, with all the 
dishottouiable maiks of positively declining the 
combttt 

. It was in Ihis manner that the troops of the 
noisy Grreeks, with much hallooing and many a 
boastful shout, hastened both from the town and 
item the lists, with the apparent intention of 
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mt^mg from the £eld the few companions of 
Tascred. As they advanced, however, within 
the power of remarking the calm and rej^ular 
order of those men who had landed, and arranged 
diemselves under this noble chieftain's banner, 

* their minds were altogether changed as to the 

resolution of instant combat ; their advance be- 
came an uncertain and staggering gait; their 
heads were more frequently turned bade to the 
point fir4H)^ whidk they came, than towards the 
enemy; and their desire to provoke an instant 
scuffle vanished totally, when there did not ap- 
pear the least symptom l^t their opponents 
cared about the matter. 

It added to the extreme confidence with which 
the Latins kept their ground, that they were 
recmving frequent, though mnall reinforcements 
from thdr comrades, who were tending by de- 
taiehiiients all along the beach ; and that^ in the 
Q(Hu»e of a short hour, th€ar amount had beea 
raised, onbonebadi: andfoot, to a number, allow- 

f lug for a few casualties, not much less than that 

which set sail from Scutari. 
Another reason why the Latins remained un- 
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assailed, was certainly the indisposition of the 
two principal armed parties on shore to enter 
into a quarrel with them. The guards of every 
kind, who were faithfiil to the Emperor, and 
more especially the Varangians, had their orders 
to remain firm at their posts, some in the lists, 
and others at various places of rendezvous in 
Constantinople, where their presence was neces- 
sary to prevent the effects of the sudden insur- 
rection which Alexius knew to be meditated 
against him. These therefore made no hostile 
demonstration towards the band of Latins, nor 
was it the purpose of the Emperor they should 
do so. 

On the other hand, the greater part of the 
Immortal Guards^ and those citizens who were 
prepared to play a part in the conspiracy, had 
been impressed by the agents of the deceased 
Agelastes with the opinion, that this band of 
Latins, commanded by Tancred, the relative of 
Bohemond, had been dispatched by the latter to 
their assistance. These men, therefore, stood 
still, and made no attempt to guide or direct 
the popular efforts of such as inclined to attack 
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these unexpected visitors; in whicli purpose, 
therefore, no very great party were united, while 
the majority were willing enough to find an apo« 
logy for remaining quiet. 

In the meantime, the Emperor, from his pa- 
lace of Blacquemal, observed what passed upon 
the straits, and beheld his navy from Lemnos 
totally foiled in their attempt, by means of the 
Greek fire, to check the intended passage of 
-Tancred and his men. He had no sooner seen 
the leading ship of this squadron begin to beacon 
.the darkness with its own fire, than the Emperor 
formed a secret resolution to disown the unfor^ 
tunate Admiral, and make peace with the Latini^. 
if that should be absolutely necessary, by sending-- 
them his head. He had hardly, therefore, seen 
the flames burst forth, and the rest of the vessels 
retreat from their moorings, than in his Own 
mind, the doom of the unfortunate Phraortes, 
for such was the name of the Admiral, was signed 
and sealed. 

. Achilles Tatios, at the same instant, deter- 
mining to keep a close eye upon the Emperor at 
- YOU m. F. . 
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Bob in^ituit crios, came precipitately into tKe 
liahee, with an appearance of great alarm. 

^ My Lord ! — Toy Imperial Lord ! I am un* 
liappy to be the messenger of such unlncky news^ 
-but die Lafins ha^e in great numbers succeeded 
!sa crossing the strait from ScutarL The T^mncB 
ntqnadnDn endeavoored te stqp thean, as was last 
<flighit detennined iipon in the Imperial Goimdl 
of Wn. By a heary discharge of the Gredc 
Acf (one «r two of ike crusadeni' Tcssels were 
iiRBi8umed» but by far the greater aunkber of 
-diom pudied on their coarse^ burnt the Ifti^KfH 
Hiap of the unfortunate PfaraorteSy and it h 
jtiisiigly neported be has himself perished, with 
jdmmt all iris men. The rest hare cut their 
laUes, and abandoned the defence of the passage 
of the Hellespont.'' 

^ And yon, Achilles Tatius," said the Empe- 
Wfj ^ with iriiat purpose is it that you now 
-bring me this melandholy news, at a period so 
late when I cannot amend the consequences ?' 
* ^ 'Under ficrour, most gracious En^^ror," re« 
rplied the conspirator, not without colouring and 
Stammering, << such was not my intentisn — I 



l»d koped to «ufoimt a pkn^ by whieh I migh^ 

easily hare prepared tlie way for correcting thii^ 

Kttle error." 

I ^ Well, your pbui) «r?" said tbe lanperor 

dryly. 

^ ' ^ Witii yo«»r sacred MigeBty's leave," said 

&e Acolyte, ^^ I w^uld myself liave uodertakea 
instantly to lead against tMs Tancred and liis 
tltaliaaiB the battle-axes of the fidthful Varangiaa 
guard, -wbo ndU make ito ixKire account of the 
'emsH number of Franii^ who have come ashorei 
than the farmer holds of the hordes of rats an^ 
•nice, and such like ixDsehieyotis yerniiny who 
*li8ve harboured in his garanaries/' 

^^ Add what mesm you^*' saad the Emperor^ 

>' dmt I am to do, while nay Anglo-Ss^ous fighl: 

Jcxr my sake ?" , 

^ Your Majesty^" r€}>Iied Achilles, not en^ 

actly satisfied with &e dry and caustic manner 

in which the Emperor addressed him, ^' may^put 

.yourself at i^e head <>f the Immortal cohorts of 

' Constantinople; and I am your security, that 

you Boay either perfect the victory over the La- 
tins, or at least redeem the most iMstant ^hanc^ 
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of a defeat, by advancing at the head of this 
choice body of domestic troops, should the day 
appear doubtful." 

*^ You, yourself, Achilles Tatius," returned 
the Emperor, *^ have repeatedly assured us, that 
these Immortals retain a perverse attachment to 
our rebel Ursel. How is it, then, you would 
have us intrust our defence to these bands, when 
we have engaged our valiant Varangians in the 
proposed conflict with the flower of the western 
army? — Did you think of this risk. Sir Follow- 
er?' 

Achilles Tatius, much alarmed at an intima- 
tion indicative of his purpose being known, an- 
swered, '^ that in his haste he had been more 
anxious to recommend the plan which should 
expose his own person to the greater danger^ 
than that perhaps which was most attended with 
personal safety to his Imperial Master." 

" I thank you for so doing," said the Empe- 
ror ; ^^ you have anticipated my wishes, though 
it is not in my power at present to follow the 
advice you have given me. I would have been 
well contented, undoubtedly, had these Latins 
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measured their way over the strait again, as 
suggested by last night's council ; but since 
they have arrived, and stand embattled on our 
shores, it is better that we pay them with money 
and with spoil, than with the lives of our gallant 
subjects. We cannot, after all, believe that 
they come with any serious intention of doing 
us injury ; it is but the insane desire of witness- 
ing feats of battle and single combal^ which is to 
them the breath of their nostrib, that can have 
impelled them to this partial countennarch. I 
impose upon you, Achilles Tatius, combining 
the Proto-spathaire in the same commission with 
you, the duty of riding up to yonder standard^ 
and learning of their chief, called the Prince 
Tancred, if he is there in person, the purpose of 
his return, and the cause of his entering into 
debate with Phraortes and the Lemnos squadron. 
If they send us any reasonable excuse, we shall 
not be averse to receive it at their hands ; for we 
have not made so many sacrifices for the pre- 
' servation of peace, to break forth into war, if, 

after all, so great an evil can be avoided. Thou 
wilt receive, therefore, with a candid and com- 
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placent adocl^ s&di apologies ai thejr may mdioc 

to bring forward^ and, be assured, Aal the sigbt 

tDf thia pappet-ghoir <rf a siDgle combat^ iviU ba 

ittnough of itself to banish every cither cotisidera^ 

lion frem Ae rejection of these giddy crusaders^^ 

'" A knock was at this m<«Bent heard at the do<» t 

of the l&nperiM^s aparteent ; aad upon the word 

being giren to enter, the Proto-spathaire Bade 

his appearaace* He was arrayed in a splendid 

iuit <^ ancient Roman-&^(Hied armour. The 

want <^ a visor left his conntenance entbely 

visible ; which, pale and anxions as it was, did 

not well bee^ne die martial crest and dancing 

plume with whidi it was decorated. He received 

the commission already mentioned with the less 

alacrity, because the Acolyte was added to himi 

to his colleague ; for, as the reader may have 

observed, these two officers were of separate &6* 

tions in Uie army, and on indifferent terms with 

^ach otiber. Neither £d the Acolyte considei 

his being united in commission with the ProtiH ^ 

q^athaire, as a mark either of the f^peror*s con-9 

fidence, or of his own s^^ety.^ He was, however^ 

in the meantime, m the ]Kact]uefnal» where the 
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ifitves of the interior made itot the l^ast hesite* 
tion, when ordered, to execute any officer of thci 
ecmrt. The two generals had^ therelore> na 
ether alternative,, than that which is aUowed to 
two greyhounds who are reluctantly coupled to-? 
gether. The hope of Achilles Tatius was, that 
he might get safely througji his mission to Tant 
cred, after which he thought the successful ext 
plosion of the conspiracy might take place and 
ha^ve its course, either as a matter desired and 
countenanced by those Latins, or passed over at 
a thing in which they took no interest on either 
side. 

. By the parting order of the Empen^r, they 
were to mount on horseback at the sounding of 
the great Varangian trumpet, put themselves at 
the head of those AngIo*Saxon guards in thf 
i;0urt-yard of their barrack,, and await the Em<^ 
peror's further orders. 

^ There was sometibdng in this arrapgex»ettt 
which pressed hard on the conscience of AehiUen 
Tatius, yet he was at a loss to justify his appre*- 
hensions to himself, unleiss firbm a conscious feelr 



1 
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ing of hk own guilt He felt, bowever, that in 
being detained, under pretence of an honour- 
able mission, at the head of the Varangians, he 
was deprived of the liberty of disposing of him* 
self, by which he had hoped to communicate with 
the Csesar and Hereward, whom he reckoned 
upon as his active accomplices, not knowing that 
the first was at this moment a' prisoner in the 
Blacquemal, where Alexius had arrested him in 
the apartments of the Empress, and that the 
second was the most important support of Com^ 
nenus during the whole of that eventful day. 

When the gigantic trumpet of the Varangian 
gruards sent forth its deep signal through the city^ 
the Proto-spathaire hurried Achilles along with 
him to the rendezvous of the Varangians, and 
on the way said to him, in an easy and indifferent 
tone, *< As the Emperor is in the field in person^ 
you, his representative, or FoHower, will of 
course transmit no orders to the body-guard, 
except such as shall receive their origin from 
himself, so that you will consider your authority 
as this day suspended.'' 
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<< I regret,'' said Achilles, ** that there should 
have seemed any cause for such precautions; 
I had hoped my own truth and fidelity — ^but— - 
I am obsequious to his Imperial pleasure in all 
things/' 

** Such are his orders," said the other officer, 
'^ and you know under what penalty obedience 
is enforced." 

<^ If I did not," said Achilles, '^ the composi- 
tion of this body of guards would remind me, 
since it comprehends not only great part of those 
Varangians, who are the immediate defenders of 
the Emperor's throne, but those slaves of the inte- 
rior, who are the executioners of his pleasure." 

To this the Proto-spathaire returned no an- 
swer, while the more closely the Acolyte looked 
upon the g^uard which attended, to the unusual 
number of nearly three thousand men, the more 
had he reason to believe that he might esteem 
himself fortunate, if, by the intervention of either 
the Caesar, Agelastes, or Hereward, he could 
pass to the conspirators a signal to suspend the 
intended explosion, which seemed to be pro- 
vided against by the Emperor with unusual cau- 

f2 
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'tion. He w<mld hare giren the fiill dream of 
: empire, widi whieh he had been for a diort time 
hilled aaleep, to haye seen bat a glimpse of the 
aafure plume of Nieephoms, the white mantle of 
the philosopher, or even a glimmer of Here- 
tward's battle-axe. No such object eoidd be 
^en any where, and not a little was the faitblesis 
Follower displeased to see that whicherer way 
iie tamed hb eyes, these ot the Proto-^athaire, 
^at eapecially of the trusty domestic officers of 
the empire^ seeme.^ to follow and watch their 
occupation. 

* Amidst the mimerous soldiers whom he saw 
OB all sides, his eye did not recognise a single 
-man wiih wh<Hn he coold exchange a friendly 
er c<mfidentiai glance, and he stood in all that 
agony of terror, which is rendered the more dis* 
eomfiting, because die traitor is conscious thal^ 
beset by various foes, his own fears are the most 
likely of all to betray him. Internally, as the 
danger seemed to increase, and as his alarmed 
imagination attempted to discern new reasons 
for it, he could only conclude that either one of 
the three principal conspirators, or at least some 
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of the inferiors, had turned informers; and his 
doubt was, whether he should not screen his own 
share of what had been premeditated, by fling- 
ing himself at the feet of the Emperor, and 
making a full confession. But still the fear of 
being premature in haying recourse to such a 
base means of saying himself, joined to the ab- 
sence of the Emperor, united to keep within his 
lips a «iecret» which eoBcented not only all his 
future fortunes, but life itBel£ He was in th0 
meantime, dieref ore, plunged as it were in a sen 
of trouble and uncertainty,, while the specks of 
land» wkich seemed to piromise him refuge, w«r9 
distant, dimly seen, and extremely difficult of 
ittainment 
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CHAPTER VII. 

To-morroW'— 0I19 that*t sudden ! Spare }um, tpare him ; 
lie** not prepared to die. 

Shakspkaki. 

At the moment when Achilles Tatius, with a 
feeling of much insecurity, awaited the unwind- 
ing of the perilous skein of state politics, a pri« 
tate council of the Imperial £Eunily was held in 
the hall termed the Temple of the Muses, re* 
v^^peatedly distinguished as the apartment in which 
the Princess Anna Comnena was wont to make 
her evening recitations to those who were per- 
mitted the honour of hearing prelections of her 
history. The council consisted of the Empress 
Irene, the Princess herself, and the Emperor, 
with the Patriarch of the Greek church as a sort 
of mediator between a course of severity and a 
dangerous degree of lenity. 

** Tell not me, Irene,'* said the Emperor, " of 
the fine things attached to the praise of mercy. 
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Here have I sacrificed my just revenge over tny 
rival Ursel, and wliat good do I obtain by it? 
Why, the old obstinate man, instead of being 
tractable, and sensible of the generosity wliich 
has spared his life and eyes, can be with diffi- 
culty brought to exert himself in favour of the 
Prince to whom he owes them. I used to think 
that eyesight and the breath of life were things 
which one would preserve at any sacrifice ; bu^ 
on the contrary, I now believe men value them 
like mere toys. Talk not to me, therefore, of 
the. gratitude to be excited by saving this un<* 
gratefiil cub ; and believe me, girl," turning to 
Anna, '^ that not only will all my subjects, should 
I follow your advice, laugh at me for sparing a 
man so predetermined to work my ruin, but eved 
thou thyself wilt be the first to upbraid me with 
the foolish kindness thou art now so anxious to 
extort from me." 

^^ Your Imperial pleasure then," said the Pa- 
triarch, *^ is fixed that your unfortunate son-in- 
law shall suffer death for his accession to this 
conspiracy, deluded by that heathen villain Age- 
lastes, and the traitorous Achilles Tatius ?' 
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<< Smek ifl my pnipose/^ said the Emperor; 
f ^ and in evidence that I mean not again to pan 
oyer a sentence of this kind widi a seeming exe- 
eation only, as in the case of Ursei, this iuh 
gratefnl traitor oi ours shall be led from the top 
of the staircase, or ladder of Acheron, as it is 
called, through the large chamber named the 
liall of judgment, at the uj^r end of which are 
^irranged the apparatus for ezecutioii, by which 
I swear^*^ 

<' Swear not at all!" said the Fatriardi; «' I 
liorbid thee, in the name of that Heaven whose 
voice (though unworthy) qpeaks in my person^ 
to quench the smoking flax, or destroy the sli^t 
kope which there may remain, that you may 
finally be persuaded to alter your purpose re* 
Bpee&ag your mi^uided son-inrhw, within die 
q[>ace allotted to him to sue for your mercy* 
Remember, I pray you, the remorse of ConstaiH 
tine." 

<* What means your reverence ?* said Irene. 

'^ A trifle,'' replied the Emperor, ^' not wor- 
thy being quoted from such a mouth as die I^ 
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^^riarck^fiS ^^^g9 ^ ^^ probably i% a rdic of ptigaair 

*^ What is it ?* exdaimed the females an- 
adously, in the hope of hearing something which 
might strengthen their ride of the argrument^ 
^d something moved, perhaps, by einriosity, a 
biotiTe which seldmn slumbers in a female bosmii, 
even when the strcmger passions are in arms. 

•* The Patriarch will tell yon,** answered 
Alexius, ^* since you must needs know ; though, 
I promise you, you will not receive any assist 
toce in your argument from a ally legendary 
tale,'' 

** Hear it, however,*' said the Patriarch ; ** for 
tiiough it b a tale of the olden time, and some- 
times supposed to refer to the period when hea*- 
tikenism predominated, it is no less true, tibat it 
Was a vow made and registered in the chancerjr 
of the rightful Deity, by an Emperor of Greece. 

** What I am now to relate to you," continued 
he, ^* is, in truth, a tale not only of a Christian 
Emperor, but of him who made the whole empire 
Christian ; and of that very Constantine, who 
was also the first who declared Constantinople 
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to be the metropolis of the empire. This hera^ 
remarkable alike for his zeal for religion and fot 
his warlike achievements, was crowned by Heaven 
with repeated victory, and with all manner of 
blessings, save that unity in his fiunily which 
wise men are most ambitious to possess. Not only 
was the blessing of concord among brethren 
denied to the family of this triumphant Emperor^ 
but a deserving son of mature age, who had been 
supposed to aspire to share the throne with hi^ 
father, was suddenly, and at nudnight, called 
upon to enter his defence against a capital charge 
of treason. You will readily excuse my refer- 
ring to the arts by which the son was rendered 
guilty in the eyes of the father. Be it enough 
to say, that the unfortunate young man fell a 
victim to the guilt of his stepmother, Fausta^ 
and that he disdained to exculpate himself from 
a charge so gross and so erroneous. It is said, 
that the anger of the Emperor was kept up 
against his son by the sycophants who called 
upon Constantine to observe that the culprit dis- 
dained even to supplicate for mercy, or vindicate 
his innocence from so foul a charge. 
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-' *' But the death-blow had no sooner struck 
the Innocent youth, than his father obtained proof 
of the rashness with which he had acted. He 
had at this period been engaged in constructing 
the subterranean parts of the Blacquernal palace, 
which his remorse appointed to contain a record 
of his paternal grief and remorse. At the upper 
part of the staircase, called the Fit of Acheron, 
he caused to be constructed a large chamber, 
still called the Hall of Judgment, for the pur» 
pose of execution. A passage through an arch- 
way in the upper wall leads from the hall to the 
place of misery, where the axe, or other engine, 
is disposed for the execution of state prisoners 
of consequence. Over this archway was placed 
a species of marble altar, surmounted by an 
image of the imfortunate Crispus — the materials 
were gold, and it bore the memorable inscrip- 
tion, To MY SON, WHOM I RASHLY CONDEMNS]^ 

AND TOO HASTILY EXECUTED. When Construct- 
ing this passage, Constantine made a vow, that 
he himself and his posterity, being reigning Em- 
perors, would stand beside the statue of Crispus^ 
at the time when any individual of their family 
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diofald be led to execution, vnd before they tmf- 
'£»ed bia to pasB from the Hall of Jndgneiit to 
the Chamber of Death, that they should them^ 
felves be personally convinced of the troth of 
fitB chai^ mider whidi he snffnred. 

^ Time rolled on — the memory of Constant 
'tine was remembered almost like that of a sain^ 
imd the respect paid to it threw into shadow the 
anecdote of his son's death* The exigencies of 
4ie state rendered it difiEicuU to keep so large a 
fiam in specie invested in a statue, which caUed 
to mind the unpleasant fidlings of so great a 
man. Your Imperial H%hness's predecessors 
«]^lied the metal which formed the statue to 
sapp<»'t the Turkish wars ; and the remorse and 
penance of Constantino died away In an obscnro 
tradition, of the church or of the palace. Stilly 
however, unless your Imperial Majesty has strong 
masons to the contrary, I should give it as my 
<ipinion, that you will hardly achieve what is dwt 
±o the memOTy of the greatest of your predeces^ 
«ors, unless you give this unfortunate criminal, 
jbeing so near a rdation of your own, an oppor- 
tunity of pleading his cause be£nre passing by 
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&e allar oi refine; being the name whicli m 
commooty giyen to tke r^mvment of the lofor. 
innate Ctispusy son of Constaittine, allioi^k 
now deprived both of the golden letters whick 
composed the iascription, and the golden image 
vhieh represented the royal anjfferer." 
V A mournful piece of nmsic was now heard to 
ascend the st{^ so often menticmed. 
' ^* If I must hear the Caesar Nicephoru» Bri-» 
ennius, ere he pass the altar of refuge, there 
must be no loss of time," said the Emperor; 
^^ for these melancholy sounds announce that he 
has already approached the Hall of Judgment." 
< Both the Imperial ladies began instantly, with 
Ihe utmost earnestness, to deprecate the execu- 
tion of the Caesar's doom, and to conjure Aleadus,. 
as he hoped for quiet in his household, and the 
everlasting gratitude of his wife ai)d daughter, 
thai he woiild listen to thenr entreaties in behalf 
of an unfortunate man, who had been seduced 
into guilt, but not fr(»n hia heart. 

^^ I will at least see him,"" said the Emjperdr^ 
f^ and ^ holy vow of Constantino shall be in 
the present instance strictly observed. Bat ref 
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member, you foolish women, that the state of 
Crispus and the present Caesar, is as diflferent as 
g^iit from innocence, and that their &tes, there* 
fore, may be justly decided upon opposite prin- 
eiples, and with opposite results. But I will 
confront this criminal ; and you. Patriarch, may 
be present to render what help is in your power 
to a dying man ; for you, the wife and mother 
of the criminal, you will, methinks, do well to 
retire to the church, and pray God for the soul 
of the deceased, rather than disturb his last mo-^ 
ments with unavailing lamentations.'' 

'* Alexius,'' said the Empress Irene, *< I be- 
seech you to be contented ; be assured that we 
will not leave you in this dogged humour of 
bloodnshedding, lest you make such materials for 
history as are fitter for the time of Nero than of 
Constantine." 

The Emperor, without reply, led the way into 
the Hall of Judgment, where a much stronger 
light than usual was already shining up the stair 
of Acheron, from which were heard to sound, by 
suUen and intermitted fits, the penitential psalms 
which the Greek church has appointed to be 
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sung at executions. Turenty mute slaves, the 
pale colour of whose turbans gave a ghastly look 
to the withered cast of their features, and the 
glaring whiteness of their eyeballs, ascended two 
by two, as it were from the bowels of the earth, 
each of them bearing in one hand a naked sabre, 
and in the other a lighted torch. After these 
came the unfortunate Nicephorus; his looks 
were those of a man half-dead from the terror of 
immediate dissolution, and what he possessed of 
remaining attention, was turned alternately to 
two blacknstoied monks, who were anxiously 
repeating religious passages to him alternately 
from the Greek scripture, and the form of devo- 
tion adopted by the court of Constantinople. The 
Csesar's dress also corresponded to his mourn- 
ful fortunes : His legs and arms were bare, and 
a simple white tunic, the neck of which was al- 
ready open, showed that he had assumed the gar- 
ments which were to serve his last turn. A tall 
muscular Nubian slave, who considered himself 
obviously as the principal person in the procei^ 
sion, bore on his shoulder a large heavy heads- 
man's axe, and, like a demon widting on a sor- 
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oeoer^ itelked step £ar step after las yictiia. T%e 
rear of tke preoession wm closed by a band of 
Ibar priests, eadi of wbom dianted £i»m time 
to time tiie devotioiial psalm wUdi was thim* 
dered fordi an tbe occasion; and anodiCT «f 
slaves, Armed with bows and qniveis, and witk 
luices, to resist any attempt at rescue, if sack 
shsiild be effected. 

It w#^ have required a harder heart Abbbl 
that of the unhidcy IMneess to have resisted 
4ihis gloomy apparatus of fear and sorrow, sur^ 
TOundiBg, at iixe same lame directed against^ a 
-beloved object, the lover of her youth, and the 
-liusband of her bosom^ within a few minntes of 
'the tenainatifm of his mortal career. 

As the moumfiil train aiq>roadied towards 
.the altar of reftige, half-encirded as it new 
>was by Ibe two great and expanded arms whick 
-projeetodfrom the wall, the Iknperor, who stood 
directly in the pasBs^e, threw upon (lie flame 
.of the altar some chips of aramadc wood, stecfied 
-in spirk #f wine, winch, lefqping at once iato 
-s, blaze, iUnmiaated the doleful prooesoon, the 
-£guie iof the prino^Ml culprit, and tliejdsres, who 
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liad most of *diem extinguished their flambeamc 
«o soon as they had served the purpose oS light* 
KDg them up the staircase. 

The sudden light spread from the altar fedled 
aot to make the Emperor and the Princesses 
^ible to the mournful group which approached 
through the hall. All halted — all were silent* 
It was a meeting, as the Princess has expressed 
jierself in her historical work, suck as took 
fdace bfotwixt Ulysses and the inhabitants of the 
t>ther world, who, when they tasted of the blood 
•of his sacrifices^ reoogpised him indeed, but wi£k 
^empty lamentations, and gestures feeble and 
-shadowy. The hymn of contrition sunk als9 
into silence ; and, of tiie whole group, tiie <mly 
£gure rendered more distinct, was the gigantic 
^executioner, whose high and furrowed f orehead^ 
as wellas the broad steel of his axe, caught and 
{reflected back the bright gleam from tiie alta& 
JLlexius saw tike necessity of breaking the silence 
which ensued, lest it should give the intercessers 
for the prisoner an epportunity of renewing tiieit 
^entreaties. 

f^ tioephems Briennius,'^ !he sidd, witii arnoe 
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wliich, although generally inteirapted by a slight 
hesitation, which procured him, among his ene- 
mies, the nickname of the Stutterer, yet, upon 
important occasions like the present, was so 
judiciously tuned and balanced in its sentences, 
that no such defect was at all visible-^** Nice- 
phorus Briennius," he said, *^ late Caesar, the 
lawful doom hath been spoken, that, having con- 
spired against the life of thy rightful sovereigpi 
and affectionate fietther, Alexius Comnenus, thou 
shalt suffer the appropriate sentence, by having 
thy head struck from thy body. Here, there- 
fore, at the last altar of refuge, I meet thee, 
aGcoi*ding to the vow of the immortal Constan- 
tine, for the purpose of demanding whether thou 
hast any thing to allege why this doom should 
not be executed ? Even at this eleventh hour^ 
thy tongue is unloosed to speak with freedom 
what may concern thy life. All is prepared in 
this world and in the next Look forward beyond 
yon archway — ^the block is fixed. Look behind 
thee, thou see'st the axe already sharpened— diy 
place for good or evil in the next world is already 
determined — ^time flies— eternity approaches. If 
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thou hast aught to say, speak it freely — if nought, 
confess the justice of thy sentence, and pass on 
to death." 

The Emperor commenced this oration with 
those looks described by his daughter as so pier* 
cing, that they dazzled like lightning, and his 
periods, if not precisely flowing like burning lava,, 
were yet the accents of a man having the power 
of absolute command, and as such produced an 
effect not only on the criminal, but also upon 
the Prince himself, whose watery eyes and fal- 
tering voice acknowledged his sense and feeling 
of the fatal import of the present moment. 

Rousing himself to the conclusion of what he 
had commenced, the Emperor again demanded 
whether the prisoner had any thing to say in hic^ 
own defence* 

Nicephorus was not one of those hardened cri-* . 
minals who may be termed the very prodigies of 
history, from the coolness with which they con- 
templated the consummation of their crimes, whe- 
ther in their own punishment, or the misfortunes 
of others. ^^ I have been tempted," he said, 
dropping on his knees, ^^ and I have fallen. I 
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baro nothing to alkge in caEciue of my foUj^r 
and ingratitude; but I ttand prepared to die tot 
expiate my guilt'* A deep sigh, almost amoant-i 
ing to a'scream^ was here heaid» dose behind 
the Emperor^ and its caoae asngned by the 8ad«* 
den exdamation of Irene» — << My lord! my lordl 
yonr daughter is goneP' And in fiict Amw 
Comnena had sunk into her mother's arms with-* 
out dither sense or motbn. The fisthei's atten- 
tion was instantly called to support his swooning^ 
childi while the nnhi^py husband strove with 
theguardstobe permitted to go to the assistance* 
of his wife, ^< Give me but five minutes of that- 
time which the law has abridged — let my efforts 
but assist in recalling h^ to a life which should' 
be as long as her virtues and her talents deserve* 
and then let me die at her feet, for I care not to.« 
^o an inch beyond." 

The Emperor, who in &ct had been more, 
astonished at the boldness and rashness of Nice«» 
phorus, than alarmed by his power, considered him 
as a man rather misled than misleading others^ 
and felt, therefore, the full effect of this last in- 
terview. He was, besides, not naturally crueit 
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^vhfoe MToriteeB w<ere to be cnfimed «nder 
om fiye* 

"^ The liivJiie and imnortid CimtantiBe,'' he 
md, ^did not, I am persuaded, safaject hk d&- 
seendaots to tbis severe trial, in order fordier to 
searclx ant tli€ innocence of the criiamals, bat 
rather to give to those wbo caaie after Um an op- 
portanitjr of genevonsly forp^ving a crime wfaick 
eodd not, wxdioat pardon, the expreaa pardon o£ 
&e IMnee, escape without punishment. I re-' 
joice that I am born of the willow rather tlum oE 
liie oak, imd I acknowledge my weakness^ that 
sot eren the safetjof my own life, or resentment 
of tfab unhappy mAn's treasonable machinationflb< 
have the same effect widi me as the tears of my 
wife and the swooning of my daughter. Rise 
up, Nicei^rus Briennius, freely pardoned, and 
restored even to tiie rank of Caesar. We will 
direct thy pardon to be made out by the great 
Logothete, and sealed widi the golden bulL For 
four-and-twenty hours thou art a prisoner, until 
aa arrangement is made jbr preserving the pub-^ 
He peace. Meanwhile, thou wilt remain under 
tile chaise of the Patriarch, who will be answer^^ 



148 COUNT ROBERT OF PARIS, 

able for thy forthcoming. — ^Daughter and wife^ 
you must now go hence to your own apart- 
ment; a future time will come, daring which 
you may have enough of weeping and embra- 
cing, mourning and rejoicing. Pray Heaven 
that I, who, having been trained on till I have 
sacrificed justice and true policy to uxorious 
compassion and paternal tenderness of hear^ 
may not have cause at last for grieving in good 
earnest for all the events of this miscellaneous 
dranuL^ 

The pardoned Csesar, who endeavoured to 
regulate his ideas according to this unexpected 
change, found it as difficult to recondUe himself 
to the reality of his situation as Ursel to the 
face of nature, after having been long deprived 
of ei\joying it; so much do the dizziness and 
confusion of ideas, occasioned by moral and phy* 
lucal causes of surprbe and terror, resemble each 
other in their effects on the understanding. 

At length he stammered forth a request that 
he might be permitted to go forth to the field 
with the Emperor, and divert, by the interpori- 
tion of iis own body, the traitorous blows which 
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some desperate man might aim against that of 
the Emperor, in a day which was too likely to 
be one of danger and bloodshed. 

<^ Hold there !'* said Alexius Comnenus;— - 
^< we wiU not begin thy newly-redeemed life by 
renewed doubts of thine allegiance; yet it is 
but fitting to remind thee, that thou art still 
the nominal and ostensible head of those who 
expect to take a part in this day's insurrection, 
and it will be the safest course to trust its pacifi- 
cation to others than to thee. Go, sir, compare 
notes with the Patriarch, and merit your pardon 
by confessing to him any traitorous intentions 
concerning this foul conspiracy with which we 
may be as yet unacquainted. — Daughter and 
wife, farewell ! I must now depart for the lists^ 
where I have to speak with the traitor Achilles 
Tatius and the heathenish infidel Agelastes, if 
he still lives, but of whose providential death I 
hear a confirmed rumour." 

<< Yet do not go, my dearest fieither !" said the 
Princess ; '^ but let me rather go to encourage 
ike loyal subjects in your behalf. The extreme 
idndnesa which you have extended towards my 
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fSlwky hmAaadj codthmms me of tke emteal «f 
yovr afledioA towards yoor wiworiky daug Kfcae^ 
and the greatneMoftbeaaadficewludbyott have 
jaade to* Wi alnost ehildkh affeetion for an un- 
grateful muBkf wko pat yoor life in daogor." 

" That is to flay, daughter,'' said the EmpeBar, 
Bmiling, <' that the pardon of your husband ia a 
boon whkhhas lost its merit when it is granted ? 
Take my advice, Anna, and think otherwise ; 
wires and their husbands ovght in pradenee to 
jEorget their offences towards eaeh other as soon 
as human nature will permit them. life is too 
ahort, and conjugal tranquillity too uncertain, 
to admit of dwelling long upon such irritating 
BubjectB. To your aqpartments. Princesses, and 
l^psure the scarlet buskins, and die embroidery 
whid^ is displayed on the eufis and collars of tbo 
Cffisar's robe, indicative of his high rank* He 
must not be seen without them on the nHnrow 
-—Reverend &ther, I remind yon once mooa 
Jthat the €ttsar is in your personal custody fimm 
this moment until to-morrow at the same haaK?' 

They parted ; tke Emperor repairing to pat 
himself at the head of his Vaiangian guard*— 
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ike CflBtar, under the supermtendeiice of the 
F^triardi, withdrawing into the interior of the 
Bkcquemal Palaee, where NioephomsBriennius 
was under the necessity of ^* unthreading the 
jude eye of rebellion/' and throwing such lights 
ns were in his power ixpon the progress of the 
:oonspuHcy. 

<' Agelastes,'' he said, <' Achilles Tatius, and 
Hereward the Varangian, were the persons prin- 
cipally intrusted in its progress* But whether 
.they had been all true to their engagements^ he 
•did not pretend to be assured/' 

In the female apartments, there was a violent 
discussion betwixt Anna Comnena and her mo^ 
iher. The Princess had undergone during the 
:day many changes of sentiment and feeling ; and 
though they had finally united themselves into 
one strong interest in her husband's fsvour^ yet 
no sooner was the fear of his punishment remo* 
ved, than the sense of his ungrateful behaviour 
began to revive. She became sensible also that 
a woman of her extraordinary attainments^ who 
had been by an imiversal course of flattery dis« 
posed to entertain an extraordinary opinion of 
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Iier own conseqaence, made rather a poor figure 
wlien she had been the passive subject of a long 
series of intrigues, by which she was destined to 
be disposed of in one way or the other, according 
to the humour of a set of subordinate conspirators, 
who never so much as dreamed of regarding her 
as a being capable of forming a wish in her own 
behalf, or even yieldingorrefusinga consent. Her 
fitther's authority over.her, and right to dispose 
of her, was less questionable; but even then it 
wa9 something derogatory to the dignity of a 
Princess bom in the purple — an authoress be- 
sides, and giver of immortality — ^to be, without 
her own consent, thrown, as it were, at the head 
now of one suitor, now of another, however mean 
or di^^ting, whose alliance could for the time 
benefit the Emperor. The consequence of these 
moody reflections was, that Anna Comnena 
deeply toiled in spirit for the discovery of some 
means by which she might assert her sullied 
dignity, and various were the expedients which 
ahe revolved. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Bnt now the hand of fate is on the curtain. 
And brings the scene to light. 

Don SAastian, 

The gigantic trumpet of the Varangians 
sounded its loudest note of march, and the 
squadrons of the faithful guards^ sheathed in 
complete mail, and inclosing in their centre the 
person of their Imperial master, set forth upon 
their procession through the streets of Cbnstanti- 
nople. The form of Alexius, glittering in his 
splendid armour, seemed no immeet central point 
for the force of an empire ; and while the citizens 
crowded in the train of him and his escort, there 
might be seen a visible diiference between those 
who came with the premeditated intention of 
tumult, and the greater part, who, like the mul- 
titude of every great city, throst each other, and 
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shout for rapture on account of any cause for 
which a crowd may be collected together. The 
hope of the conspirators was lodged chiefly in 
the Immortal Ghiards, who were levied prin- 
cipally for the defence of Constantinople, par- 
took of the general prejufices of the citizens, 
and had been particularly influenced by those in 
fitvour of Ursel, by whom, prerious to his impri- 
sonment, they had themselves been commanded. 
The conspirators had determined that those of 
iim body who were considered as arast diacon- 
taited, should early in the moiBiug^ take pQfr> 
0essiMi ef the posts in fbe Ssis mart tmnmaJbim 
46x their pvpose of aHaalting the Emperor's 
l^etaoB* Bttt, is spite of all efforts short of 
actual violence, for which the time did wot seem 
to be eome^ they found themselves diaappcmited 
:in this purpose, by parties of the Varangiaa 
:gpiards, planted with apparent cardesaness,. bal^ 
in fiict, with perfect skill, for the prevestioB 
<of their enterj^ise. Scnnewhat confounded at 
.perceiving that a design, which they could not 
•suppose to be suspected, was, nevertbelesi^ on 
.every part controlled and counter-checked, the 
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persons of their own party, on wlMm tkqr 
depended for orders in Ibis «mefgency; but 
neither tiie Csesar nor Agelastes were to be seen^ 
whether in the lists or on the military march frqm 
Constandnople; and thongh AcihiQes Tadus rbde 
in the ktt^ assembly, yet it might be elearly 
•observed that he was rather attending npon ^ 
ProtoHspathaire, than assuming that indepen^- 
ence as an officer which he lored to aSsct 

In this manner, as the Emperorwidi his gfit^ 
tering bands approached the phalanx of TaacMl 
tmd his followers, \iriioirere drawn up, it will be 
Tem^Enbered, npon a rising cape between the 
city and the lists, the matin body of the lai^enl 
procession defected in some degree from the 
straight road, in order to mardi past them witk^ 
ont intermption ; while the ProtoHBpathaire*anl 
•the Acoljrte passed under the escort of a band 
-of Yarangians, to bear the Emperor's enqoifiet 
to Prince Tancred, concerning ihe purpose 4rf 
liis being there with his band. The sliert ma^ch 
was soon per£ormed-^the laige trmaq^et-wliick 
attended the two officers sounded i| paiSey^ soul 
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'Tancted himself^ remarkable for that personal 
jbeauty which Tasso has preferred to any of the 
.cmsadersy except Rinaldo d'Este, the creature 
^f his own poetical imagination^ advanced to par- 
ley with them. 

<^ The Emperor of Greece/' said the Proto- 
«pathaire, to Tancred, ^* requires the Prince of 
Otranto to shoW) by the two high officers who 
4hali deliver him this message, with what purpose 
he has returned, contrary to his oath, to the right 
-tide of these straits; assuring Prince Tancred, at 
ihe same time, that nothing will so much please 
^he Emperor, as to receive an answer not at 
j^oiance with his treaty with the Duke of Bouil- 
lon, and the oath which was taken by the crusa- 
ding nobles and their soldiers ; since that would 
enable the Emperor, in conformity to his own 
tmhes, by his kind reception <^ Prince Tancred 
and his troop, to show how high is his estima- 
tion of the dignity of the one, and the bravery of 
both* — We wait an answer/' 

The tone of the message had nothing in it 
irery alarming, and its substance cost Prince 
Tancred very little trouble to answer. << The 
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cause/' he said, '^ of die Prince of Otranto ap- 
pearing liere with fifty lances, is this cartel, in 
which a combat is appointed betwixt Nicephorns 
Briennius, called the Csesar, a high member of 
this empire, and a worthy knight of great fame^ 
the partner of the Pilgrims who have taken the 
Cross, in their high vow to rescue Palestine 
from the infidels. The name of the said Knight 
is the redoubted Robert of Paris. It becomes, 
therefore, an obligation indispensable upon the 
Holy Pilgrims of the Crusade, to send one chief 
of their number, with a body of men-at-arms, 
sufficient to see, as is usual, fidr play between 
the combatants. That such is their intention, 
may be seen from their sending no more than 
fifty lances, with their furniture and following; 
whereas it would have cost them no trouble to 
have detached ten times the number, had they 
noui^ished any purpose of interfering by force^ 
or disturbing the fab combat which is about to 
take place. The Prince of Otranto, therefore, 
and his followers, will place themselves at the 
disposal of the Imperial Court, and witness the 
proeeedings of the combat, with the most perfect 
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cmfideBoe tliat the ndes of hir bsttle wiH be 
pnnetaally dMscr^ed.^ 

Tbe two GreciaB officers traiwpiittcdihis'rgply 
to the Emperor, who heard it with pkaone; 
a»d, immedistoly pioeeediag to mdt upon tho 
principle whidi he had hdd dowm, of nodirtaiiiiiig 
peace, if posnbl^ with Ae cnmdepi, named 
Prince Tancred with the Proto-opathnire at 
Held Manhab of the Msts, foUf cn^wwaed) 
under Ae EmpeioTy to decide aU the Uuiaa of 
the combat, and to have recouse to Aterini 
liimoelf where their ojnnMnia daa g ieed ,, TUi 
*waa made Imown to the nawotawtTS who were 
dms prepared for the entry into the Usto of the 
^Grecian officer and the Italian Prince in foil 
annour, while a solemn proclaraadon annovuieed 
to all the spectators their solemn office. The 
same amramaaticm commanded the aanstants of 
•every kind to clear a conrenient part of llie 
seats which surrounded the lists on one eide^ that 
it might serre for the accommodation of Prince 
•Tancred's followers. 

Achilles Tatins, who was a heedfiil observer of 
^aB' these passages, saw with akorm, tfmt by the 
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lost oolLocadoia^ &e aimed Ladns were mtenpoaed 
between the Imaiortal Ofmeada and die: ^anan^ 
teuted eitizens^ whi^ made it sieBt probable tbat 
the conspiiaej wis discovered^ and that Alexhia 
£a«md he had a good right to reckon upon the 
assistance of Tanered and his forces in the taeak 
of suppressing it. This, added to the eoU and 
eamiac manner in which the Emperor eemani- 
nical»d his commands to him, made the Acolyte 
of opinion, that his best chance ^ escape ftom 
the danger iq whidi he was now placed, was, that 
the whole conspiracy should &1I to the grouM^ 
and that &e day should pass wilhodt the least 
attempt to shake the throne of Alezkn Cknme^ 
nns. Eyen theni it eentinned higUy donbtfnly, 
whether a despot, so wOy and so snspidous aa 
the Emperor, would think it sufficient to rest 
satisfied with the private knowledge of the under-* 
taking, and its feilnre, mA whiA he appeaired 
to be possessed, without putting into exerdse 
the bow-strings and the blinding-irons of the 
mutes of the interior. There was, however^ 
little possibility either of fli^it or of resistancei 
The least attempt to withdraw himself from the 
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neighbonrliood of those fidthful followers of the 
Emperor, personal foes of his own, by whom he 
was gradually and more closely surrounded, be- 
came each moment more perilous, and more cer- 
tain to provoke a rupture which it was the inte- 
rest of the weaker party to delay, with what- 
ever difficulty. And while the soldiers under 
Achilles's immediate authority seemed still to 
treat him as their superior officer, and appeal to 
him for the word of command, it seemed to be- 
come more and more evident that the slightest 
degree of suspicion which should be excited, 
would be the instant signal for his being placed 
under arrest. With a trembling heart, there- 
fore, and eyes dimmed by the powerful idea of 
soon parting with the light of day, and all that 
it made visible, the Acolyte saw himself con- 
demned to watch the turn of circumstances, over 
which he could have no influence, and to con- 
tent himself with waiting the result of a drama, 
in which his own life was concerned, although 
the piece was played by others. Indeed, it seem- 
edlts if through the whole assembly some signal 
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was waited for, whicli no one was in readiness 
to give. 

The discontented citizens and soldiers looked 
in vain for Agelastes and the Caesar ; and when 
they observed the condition of Achilles Tatius, 
it seemed such as rather to express doubt and 
consternation, than to give encouragement to the 
hopes they had entertained. Many of the lower 
classes, however, felt too secure in their own 
insignificance, to fear the personal consequences 
of a tumult, and were desirous, therefore, to pro- 
voke the disturbance, which seemed hushing 
itself to sleep. 

A hoarse murmur, which attained almost the 
importance of a shout, exclaimed, — ^^ Justice^ 
justice ! — Ursel, Ursel ! — The rights of the 
Immortal Guards !" &c. At this the trumpet of 
the Varangians awoke, and its tremendous tones 
were heard to peal loudly over the whole assem- 
bly, as the voice of its presiding deity. A dead 
silence prevailed in the multitude, and the voice 
of a herald announced, in the name of Alexius 
Comnenus, his sovereign will and pleasure. 

<< Citizens of the Roman empire, your com- 



162 CaUVT BOBEBT OF FABX8. 



Btixred up by fiictioagmexi, hare readied 
the ear of your Emperor ; you shall yonnelyes 
be witness to his power of gratifyiDg fak pec^le. 
At your request and before your own sights the 
visual ray which hath been quendied shall be 
re->illumined — ^the mind whose efforts were re- 
Btiicted to the imperfect si^Iy of individual 
wantS) shall be again extended, if such is the 
owner^s will, to the charge of an ample Theme 
or division of Hie empire. Political jealousy, 
•anore hard to receive conviction than the blind 
to receive sight, shall yield itself conquered, by 
the Emperor's paternal love of his people, and 
his desire to give them satisfiiction* Uisel, the 
darling of your wishes, supposed to be long dead, 
or at least believed to exist in blinded seclusion, 
is restored to you well in health, clear in eye- 
flight, and poMessed of every fiienlty necessary 
•to adoTB the Emperor's £eivour, or merit the affeo* 
iioa of the people.** 

As the herald tfauis wpokey a figure^ whieh had 
hidierto stood shrouded bciiind some officen of 
the intexuir , now stepped forth, and ffinging 
firem him <a dusky veil, in which ha wsik wrapt. 
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ippgagcA JiK > A i Mlin^ aeaiiiet g miMHnt , of wiUk 
tike skews and bodckus Hsfissfei those oi 
ments which expressed a rank nearly 
to that «£ the Empcsrar hansdf. He held in his 
hand a riHarer tnincheaii^ the bai^e of delq^ated 
eommaiMiGiinexthe Ininiortal Guards^ aiMi^kiMwl- 
mg bcAirethe Empcior, preaeoted ittahiB handfl^ 
iirtjanafcing a irivtuaL Fesi^natiaiL if the cwaand 
whadi it isap]xed^ The whole assemUy were 
electrified^ the appeaiaBttce ef a persen l<mg 
supposed either dead, or hj eriKl meaas^Tendezed 
incapiJde «f pd»liB ta»«. Soim lecgdnA the 
imsii, whose appearance and fiea^ures were not 
easily foxgoty and gratnlated him upoa; has most 
unexpected retnra to die sorvice e£ hns coaiitt]c. 
Odkets stood suspendiedin amazemeittl;, notkBow- 
ii^ whidh:ei t» traat theic eyesy while a few itt» 
tenaooied maleceiileiite e^esly peeased epois iim 
asoembly an allegatsoa tha£ the person pzeseaied 
as Ursel was only a emxatiasleitf^ and the whole 
a ttick ^ the- Empeier* 

^ l^eak ix» them,. mMe: Ursel^" eaid the Qb- 
peisr. ^ Telk them, that i£I hayreJaneAngwiait 
ihe^ it las heem heeanae: 1 vae deceived^ 
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that my disposition to make thee amends is as 
ample as ever was my purpose of doing thee 
wrong." 

<^ Friends and countrymen/' said Ursel^ turn- 
ing himself to the assembly, << his Imperial Ma- 
jesty permits me to offer my assurance^ that if 
in any fcnrmer part of my life I have suffered at 
his hand, it is more than wiped out by the feel- 
ings of a moment so glorious as this; and that I 
am well satisfied, from the present instant, to 
spend what remains of my life in the service of 
the most generous and beneficent of sovereigns, 
or, with his permission, to bestow it in prepa- 
ring, by devotional exercises, for an infinite im- 
mortality to be spent in the society of saints and 
angels. Whichever choice I shall make, I reckon 
that you, my beloved countrymen, who have 
remembered me so kindly during years of dark- 
ness and captivity, will not fidl to afford me the 
advantage of your prayers." 

This sudden apparition of the long-lost Ursel 
had too much of that which elevates and sur- 
prises not to captivate^ the multitude, and they 
sealed their reconciliation with three tremen- 
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dous shouts, wUcli are said so to have shaken 
the air, that birds, incapable of sustaining them* 
selves, sunk down exhausted out of their native 
element 
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CHAPTER IX. 



** Wlutt, leave the combat out !** exclaimed the kniglit. 
^ Yea ! or we moat renomioe the Stagyrite." 
*' So large a crowd the stage wiU ne'er contain.** 
— *' Then build a new, or act it on a plain.** 

Porz. 



The sounds of the gratulatiiig shont had ex* 
panded over the distant shores of the Bosphoms 
by mountain and forest, and died at length in the 
fEurthest echoes, when the people, in the silence 
which ensued, appeared to ask each other what 
next scene was about to adorn a pause so solemn 
and a stage so august. The pause would proba- 
bly have soon given place to some new clamour, 
for a multitude, from whatever cause assembled, 
seldom remains long silent, had not a new sig- 
nal from the Varangian trumpet given notice of 
a fresh purpose to solicit their attention. The 
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iiBSt had sometliing in its tone spirit-stimng^^ 
and yet melancholy, partaking both of the cha^ 
raeter of a point of war, and of the doleful sounds 
which might be chosen to announce an ezeeutioa' 
of peculiar solemnity. Its notes were high and 
widely extended, and prolonged and long dwelt 
upon, as if the brazen clamour had been waked 
by something more tremendous than the lungs 
of mere mortals. 

The multitude appeared to acknowledge these 
awful sounds, which were indeed such as habit- 
ually solicited their attention to Imperial edictSi. 
of ntelaneholy import, by which rebellions were 
announced, dooms of treason discharged, and 
other tidings of a great and affecting import in- 
timated to the people of Constantinople. When 
the trumpet had in its turn ceased, with its tibrill- 
ing and doleful notes, to agitate the immense 
assembly, the voice of the herald again addressed 
them. 

It annoimced in a grave and affecting strain, 
that it sometimes chanced how the people failed : 
in their duty to a sovereign, who wai» unto them, 
as a fitther^ and how it became the painful duty 
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of the prince to use the rod of correction rather 
than the olive sceptre of mercy. 

** Fortunate," continued the herald, " it is, 
when the supreme Deity, having taken on him- 
self the preservation of a throne, in beneficence 
and justice resembling his own, has also assumed 
the most painful task of his earthly delegate, by 
punishing those whom his unerring judgment 
acknowledges as most guilty, and leaving to his 
substitute the more agreeable task of pardoning 
such of those as art has misled, and treachery 
hath involved in its snares. 

*^ Such being the case, Grreece and its accom- 
panying Themes, are called upon to listen and 
learn that a villain, named Agelastes, who had 
insinuated himself into the favour of the Empe- 
ror, by affectation of deep knowledge and severe 
virtue, had formed a treacherous plan for the 
murder of the Emperor Alexius Comnenus, and 
a revolution in the state. This person, who, 
imder pretended wisdom, hid the doctrines of a 
heretic and the vices of a sensualist^ had found 
proselytes to his doctrines even among the Em- 
ptor's household, and those persons who were ; 
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most bound to him, and down to the lower order, 
to excite the last of whom were dispersed a mul* 
titude of forged rumours, similar to those con- 
cerning Ursel's death and blindness, of which 
your own eyes have witnessed the fedsehood.'' 

The people, who had hitherto listened in si- 
lence, upon this appeal broke forth in a clamor- 
ous assent They had scarcely been again silent^ 
ere the iron-voiced herald continued his procla* 
mation. 

<^ Not Korah, Dathan, and Abiram," he said, 
*< had more justly, or more directly, fallen under 
the doom of an offended Deity, than this villain, 
Agelastes. The steadfast earth gaped to devour 
the apostate sons of Israel, but the termination 
of this wretched man's existence has been, as far 
as can now be known, by the direct means of an 
evil spirit, whom his own arts had evoked into 
the upper air. By this spirit, as would appear 
by the testimony of a noble lady, and other fe- 
males, who witnessed the termination of his life, 
Agelastes was strangled, a fate well becoming 
his odious crimes. Such a death, even of a 
guilty man, must, indeed, be most painful to the 
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bimiane feeKags <^ the Emperor^ because it uv* 
drives suffering beyond this worid. But the 
vir&il catastrophe carries with it this eomforV 
that it absolves the Emperor from the necessity 
of carrying any farther a vengeance which Hea« 
yto itself seems to have limited to the exemplary 
pmiishment of the principal conspirator. Some; 
changes of offices and situations shall be made,. 
£or the sake of safety and good order; but the 
secret, who had, or who had not, been concerned 
yi this awful crime, shall sleep in the bosoms, of 
the persons themselves implicated, since the 
Emperor is determined to dismiss their offence 
from his memory, as the effect of a transient 
4elasion. Let all, therefore, who now hear me^ 
whatever consciousness they may possess of a 
linowledge of what was this day intended^ return. 
to their houses, assured that their own thoughts, 
will be their only punishment. Let them re«> 
|oice that Almighty goodness has saved them 
from the meditations of their own hearts, and, 
according to the affecting language of Scripture^ 
-^^^ Let them repent and sin no more, lest a^ 
worse thing befall thenu" 
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ThjB rm&e of the herald theit ceaa^d^ and was 
again, answered by th« shoutfl^ of the aadience^ 
These were uimnimoufl ; for circumstances Con« 
tributed to conyince the malecontent party that 
they stood at the Sovereign's mercy, and the 
edict that they heard having shown his acquaint-* 
aoce with their guilt, it lay at his pleasure to let 
loose upon them the strength of the Varangians, 
whale^ from the terms on which it had pleased 
him to reeeire Tancred, it was probable that the 
Apuleian forces were also at hi» disposal. 

The voices, therefore, of the bulky Stephanois^ 
of Harpax the centurion, and other rebels, both 
of the camp and city, were the first to thimder 
forth tibeir gratitude for the clemency of the 
Emperor, and their thanks to Heaven for his 
preservation. 

The audience, reconciled to the thoughts of 
the discovered and frustrated conspiracy, began 
meantime, according to their custom, to turn 
themselves to the consideration of the matter 
which had more avowedly called them together^ 
and private whispers, swelling by degrees inta 



172 COUNT ROBERT OF PARIS. 

munnurs, began to express the dissatisfiiction of 
the citizens at being thus long assembled, with- 
out receiving any communication respecting the 
announced purpose of their meeting. 

Alexius was not slow to perceive the tendency* 
of their thoughts; and, on a signal from his 
hand, the trumpets blew a point of war, in sounds 
iar more lively than those which had prefaced 
the Imperial edict. ^* Robert^ Count of Paris,** 
then said a herald, ** art thou here in thy place, 
or by knightly proxy, to answer the diallenge 
brought against thee by his Imperial Highness 
l^icephorus Briennius, Caesar of this empire ?* 

The Emperor conceived himself to have equal- 
ly provided against the actual appearance at this 
call of either of the parties named, and had 
prepared an exhibition of another kind, namely. 
Certain cages, tenanted by wild animals, which 
being now loosened, should do their pleasure 
with each other in the eyes of the assembly. EBs 
astonishment and confusion, therefore, were great, 
when, as the last note of the proclamation died 
in the echo, Count Robert of Paris stood forth. 
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anned cap-a-pie, his mailed charger led behind 
him from within the curtained enclosurei at one 
end of the lists, as if ready to mount at the sig" 
nal of the marshaL 

The alarm and the shame that were visible in 
every countenance near the Imperial presence, 
when no Csesar came forth in like &shion to 
confront the formidable Frank, were not of long 
duration. Hardly had the style and title of the 
Count of Paris been duly announced by the he- 
ralds, and their second summons of his antago* 
^ist uttered in due form, when a person, dressed 
like one of the Varangian Guards, sprung into 
the lists, and announced himself as ready to do 
battle in the name and place of the Csesar 
Mcephorus Briennius, and for the honour of th^ 
empire* 

Alexius, with the utmost joy, beheld this un*- 
expected assistance, and readily gave his consent 
to the bold soldier who stood thus forward in 
the hour of utmost need, to take upon himself 
the dangerous office of champion. He the more 
readily acquiesced, as, from the size and appear^ 
ance of the soldier, and the gallant bearing he 
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digpliiired, he had no doubt of hkindividiiftl 
yon, and ittUy 4)oiifid«d in hU yaWnr. BtttPiiaoe 
Tanoned iiiletposed hk opp^sidoiu 

<^ The lists," he said, ** were oidy open to 
loMghfts and noUes; or, at any jrate, men were 
^ot pofnittod to meet therein who w^re not of 
|K>me oquality of birth and Uoed ^ nor oould he 
•remain a silent witness where the laws of chi- 
Talry were in sueh reqpects foigotten/' 
. «' Let Count Robert of Paris,'' Bai4 the Va- 
jran^an, ^^ look upon my oountenance, and say 
whether he has not, by promise, removed all oh- 
jedion to our contest which might be founded 
^pon an inequality of condition, and let him 
be judge himseli^ whether, by meeting me i|i 
this field, he will do more than comply with a 
compact which he has long since become boun^ 

hy/' 

Count Robert, upon this appeal^ advance^ 
and acknowledged, without further debate, thi4 
notwithstanding their difference of rank, he hel4 
Jhimself bound by his solemn word to giye tUs 
.>aliant soldier a meeting in the field. That he 
Mgretted^ on account of this gallant man's ^Wr 
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nent yirtites, and the high servioes he had re*' 
ceived at his hands, that they i^ould now iEitani 
upon terms of such bloody aiUtratiim ; bat «moe 
nothing was more common, than that the fat^ 
of war called on friends to meet each other in 
mortal combat, he would not shrink from the 
engagement he had pledged himself to ; nor did 
he think his quality in the slightest deg^e^ 
Infringed or diminielhed, by meettng in battle a 
warrior so well known and of such good account 
BS Hereward, the brave Varangian, He added^ 
that *^ he willingly admitted that the combat 
should take place on foot, and with the battles 
fixe, which was the ordinary weapon of the 

Hereward had stood still, almost like a statiid, 
while this discourse passed ; but when the 'Count 
of Paris had made this speech, he inclined hin^ 
self towards him with a graceful obeisance, ft&d 
expressed himself honoured and gratified by the 
tawaly manner in which the Count acqtdtted 
liimself, according to his promise, with eomplele 
lionour and fidelity. 

^^ What we are to do,'' fiaid Count BoWik, 
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with a sigh of regret, which even his love of 
battle could not prevent, ** let us do quickly; 
the heart may be affected, but the hand must da 
its duty/' 

Hereward assented, with the additional re- 
mark, << Let us then lose no more time, which 
is already fljring &st" And, grasping his axe^ 
he stood prepared for combat. 

*^ I also am ready," said Count Robert of 
Paris, taking the same weapon from a Varangian 
soldier, who stood by the lists. Both were im- 
mediately upon the alert, nor did ftrther forms 
or circumstances put off the intended combat. 

The first blows were given and parried with 
great caution, and Prince Tancred and others 
thought, that on the part of Count Robert the 
caution was much greater than usual ; but, in 
combat as in food, the appetite increases with 
the exercise. The fiercer passions began, as 
usnal, to awaken with the clash of arms and the 
sense of deadly blows, some of which were made 
with great fiiry on either side, and parried with 
considerable difficulty, and not so completely 
but what blood flowed on both their parts. The 
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Greeks looked with astoDishment on a single 
combat, such as they had seldom witnessed, and 
held their breath as they beheld the furious blow^ 
dealt by either warrior, and expected with each 
stroke the annihilation of one or other of the com* 
batants. As yet their strength and agility seem* 
ed somewhat equally matched, although those 
who judged with more pretension to knowledge^ 
were of opinion, that Count Robert spared put- 
ing forth some part of the military skill for 
which he was celebrated ; and the remark was 
generally made and allowed, that he had sur- 
rendered a great advantage by not insisting 
upon his right to fight upon horseback. On the 
other hand, it was the general opinion that the 
gaUant Varangian omitted to take advantage of 
one or two opportunities afforded him by the heat 
of Count Robert's temper, who obviously was 
incensed at the duration of the combat. 

Accident at length seemed about to decide 
what had been hitherto an equal combat. 
Count Robert, making a feint on one side of hid 
antagonist, struck him on the other, which was 
uncovered, with the edge of his weapon, so that 
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the Yaiani^iaii reeled, and seemed in the jwt af 
fidUiig to the earth. The nrnai sound miide kf 
qpectators at the sight of any painful or unpik*- 
■ant eirciuBastaace, by drawing the hreath he« 
tveen the tee^h, was Buddesaly heard to |iass 
tiu^ttgh the assemUy, wAiie a female Toiea 
fend and eagerly exdaimed, — ^^ Conni JUberl 
of Paris 1 — ^forget not this day that thou oiresin 
life t# Heavenand me." The Count was in 4ho 
a6t of again seeonding has Uow, with what efiEect 
could hardy be judged, when this ery reacbed 
Us ev% and i^parentty todk away his disposi* 
tion ftr feurtber combat. 

<^ I acknowledge the debt,'' he said, sinking 
Us balitle-axe) and retreatiH^ two steps from his 
mitagOBist, who atood in astonishmenty scarcely 
teoovered fiom the stoimrag effect of the blow 
l>y which he was so nearly prostrated. He sunk 
the blade of his battle-axe in imitatiaa of his 
antagonist, and seemed to wait in suspense what 
was to be the next process of the combat ^^ I 
acknowledge my debt," sidd the valiant Count 
of Paris, ^^ alike to Bertha of Britain and to the 
Almighty, who has preserved me from the crime 
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«f iingnnefiil Mood^gniltiiieMk-^ Y<m ha^t seea 
like %ld;, geiillemen/' timiinf^ to Tancred and 
hoA cMvafary, ^ and earn testify^ <m your hanoiu^ 
that it boB been maiiitaiiied faiily on bcrtb side% 
and witiboDt advantagfe on eitbeK. I precmme my 
lionoiiniUe antagonist bas by tbie time eatisfied 
ibe deme wibidL brougbt me nnder Tii»(efaalleiqpe» 
and wincb certainly bad no taste ki it of pei^ 
•onal «p private qnarreL On my past, I Kctaan 
tovrards bim snob a sense of pessinuil obI%atiein 
as would render my 4»iithnm>g lAm combat, tai. 
less compelled to it by sel&defence, m shameful 
and Binfid aetm/' 

* Alexins gladfy embraced tbe terms of tracer 
trbicb be was far fr«nn esEpeetingy and threiir 
down bis irarder, in signal tbat the duel was 
ended. Tancred, tbongb somewbat «npruw4 
and perhaps even scandalized, that a peivate 
eoldier of the Emperor's gpsard should ba^e 4K> 
long resisted the ntmost efforts of so approved^ 
knigkt, conld not but own that the combat bad 
been fought with perfect fsdmess and eqmdity, 
and decided npon terms disbonoiirable<to neither 
party. The Count's character being well known 
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and established amongst the crusaders, they 
were compelled to believe that some motiye of 
a most potent nature formed the principle upon 
which, very contrary to his general practice, he 
had proposed a cessation of the combat before it 
was brought to a deadly, or at least to a decisive 
conclusion. The edict of the Emperor upon the 
occasion, therefore, passed into a law, acknow- 
ledged by the assent of the chiefs present, and 
especially affirmed and gratulated by the shouts 
of the assembled spectators* 

But perhaps the most interesting figure in the 
assembly was that of the bold Varangian, arrived 
30 suddenly at a promotion of military renown, 
which the extreme difficulty he had experienced 
in keeping his ground against Count Robert 
had prevented him from anticipating, although 
his modesty had not diminished the indomitable 
courage with which he maintained the contest* 
He stood in the middle of the lists, his face rud- 
dy with the exertion of the ^combat, and not leas 
so from the modest consciousness proper to the 
phunness and simplicity of his character, whkk 
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tlras disconcerted by finding Umself the central 
point of the gaze of the multitude. 

<< Speak to me, my soldier," said Alexius, 
strongly affected by the gratitude which he felt 
was due to Hereward upon so singular an occa-» 
sion, ^^ speak to thine Emperor as his superior, 
for such thou art at this moment, and tell him if 
there is any manner, even at the expense of half 
his kingdom, to atone for his own life saved, and, 
what is yet dearer, for the honour of his country, 
which thou hast so manfully defended and pre- 
served." 

" My Lord," answered Hereward, " your 
Imperial Highness values my poor services over 
highly, and ought to attribute them to the noble 
Count of Paris, first, for his condescending to 
accept of an antagonist so mean in quality ad 
myself; and next, in generously relinquishing 
victory wheii he might have achieved it by an 
additional blow ; for J here confess before your 
Majesty, my brethren, and the assembled Gre- 
cians, that my power of protracting the combat 
was ended, when the gallant Count, by his gene- 
rosity, put a stop to it" 
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^ Do not tfayself that uprong^ biave nuov^ 
said Count Robert; *< for I tow to our Ladjriif 
ibe Broken ILanoes, that the oonlbat mm yet 
iritfain ihe vndetennmed doom cf ProFidenoe^ 
when llie fneamre of n^ aim ieeliDgf reaiaasi 
me inequable of 'COfitimiiiig it, to ibe necesnry 
liann, perfaajps to the movtaldamageyirfanaote* 
gonuttonluonilovinesoiinidikbidneii. Cboaae^ 

nf diy Empevor offns m m i i iauufii ie jmt-wai 
fgmtehal, and &n not kct mortal weite ]ao» 
noimces that reward unmerited which Robest wt 
£■» shall aviKioh ivitb Ida awoxd to hmm been 
gaUantljr won vifmn Ub own enaL** 

^ Yon are too great, my lord, and too ncUe^* 
answered the Anglo-SfKon, << to be gainaud 
by cneh as I am, and I must not awaken new 
stnfe between us by contesting ibe ciiramstancei 
under wlneh om combat so soddenly dosed, nor 
would it be wise or prudent in me farther to 
•eontaradict yoiu My mAAe Emperor generoady 
0ffiei8 me the x3gbt of naming what be calk my 
^eeompense; but let not his generosity be dir> 
praised, although it is from yon, my lard, :mid 
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not from liis Intpenal ISghnasi^ tliat I am !• 
ask a botm, ie me the dearest to whiciLmy Toiee 
can give utterance*" 

, ^' And that,*' sidd the County ^ has refefence 
to Bertha, tiie fiedtMiil attendant of my wiSe V* 

^ Even BO,'' said Hereward ; '^ it Jb mj pBo* 
posal to request my disdiarge fiiom the VanoK 
gian guard, and pennififflon to share in yonr 
k»dship's pious and honom*aye vow for the se^ 
oovery of F&Lestine, with liberty to fight under 
your honoured banner, and permission from fiiae 
to time to recommend my loveniuit to Berths 
the attendant of the GouniesB of Pari^ and the 
kspe that it may find favonr in the eyes of her 
neUe lord and lady. I may thus fimaUy hope to 
be restored to a country, whidi I ha^e never 
oeased to kwie over the rest of the world.'' 

Thy service, neUe soldier," said the County 

shall be as acceptable to me as that of a bom 
earl; nor is there an opportunity ef acquiring 
honour which I can shi^ for thee^ to whioh^ 
as it occurs, I will not gladly prefier thee. I will 
not boast of what interest I have wi(ih the King 
ef England, but something I can do with hism^ 
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and it shall be strained to the uttermost to settle 
thee in thine own beloved native country.*' 

The Emperor then spoke. <^ Bear witness^ 
heaven and earth, and you my fiedthful subjects, 
and you my gallant allies ; above all, you my 
bold and true Varangian Guard, that we would 
rather have lost the brightest jewel from our 
Imperial crown, than have relinquished the ser-> 
vice of this true and faithful Anglo-Saxon. But 
since go he must and will, it shall be my study 
to distinguish him by such marks of benefic^ioe 
as may make it known through his future life^ 
that he is the person to whom the Emperor 
Alexius Ck>mnenus acknowledged a debt larger 
than his empire could discharge. You, my Lord 
Tancred, and your principal leaders, will sup 
with us this evening, and to-morrow resume 
your honourable and religious purpose of pil* 
grimage! We trust both the combatants will also 
oblige us by their presence. — Trumpets, give 
the signal for dismission.^' 

The trumpets sounded accordingly, and the 
different classes of spectators, armed and un- 
armed, broke up into various parties, or formed 
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into their military ranks, for the purpose of their 
return to the city. 

The screams of women, suddenly and strange- 
ly raised, was tlie first thing that arrested the 
departure of the multitude, when those who 
glanced their eyes back, saw Sylvan, the great 
ouran-outang, produce himself in the lists, to 
their surprise and astonishment. The wome% 
and many of the men who were present, unac* 
customed to the ghastly look and savage appear^ 
ance of a creature so extraordinary, raised a yell 
of terror so loud, that it discomposed the animal 
who was the occasion of its being raised. Syl- 
van, in the course of the night, having escaped 
over the garden-wall of Agelastes, and clambered 
over the rampart of the city, found no difficulty in 
hiding himself in the lists which were in the act 
of being raised, having found a lurking-place in 
some dark corner under the seats of the specta- 
tors. From this he was probably dislodged by 
the tumult of the dispersing multitude, and had 
been compelled, therefore, to make an appear- 
ance in public when he least desired it, not un- 
like that of the celebrated Puliccinello, at the 
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Mndiiifliaii cf lus own dnuba, when lie enters in 
mortal strife with the foul fiend hinnel^ a scene 
which scarcely excites more terror among the 
jwrenile audience, than did the unexpected appa^ 
rition of Sylvan among the spectators of the 
AueL Bows were bent and javelins pointed hy 
Ae braver part of the soldiery, against an ani* 
mal of an appearance so ambignous, and whom 
his imoommon size and grizzly look caused most 
who beheld him to snppose either the devil Innn 
self, or the apparition of some fiendish deity of 
ancient days, whom the heathens worshipped. 
Sylvan had so far improved snch opportonities 
as had been afforded him, as to become suffix 
ciently aware that the attitudes aasomed l^ s* 
many nnlitary men, inferred immediate danger 
to his person, "from which he hastened io shelter 
ymself by flying to the protection of Hereward^ 
widi whom he had been in some d^ree tuaoif* 
liarized. He seized him, accordingly, by llie 
cloak, and, by the absord and alarmed look H 
ins *fii0ta0tic f esttnxes, and a certain wild and gflb* 
bering chatter, endeavoured to express hb fear 
laid to wkpiotection. iEiereward undenrtood the 
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tanofied cvesture, asid tmning to tbe Empeiwr'A 
threne, said aloud, — *^ Poor frightened being, 
turn tthy petition, and gestures, and tones, :to a 
quarter wloGk, having to-day pardoned so raaaj 
fliffenoes which were wilfully and maliciously 
•chemed, will not be, I am sure, ebdurate to snek 
«s thon, in ihy half-reasoning caparity, may hare 
hoen citable of committing.'' 

The creature, as is the nature of its tisbe, 
ieanght frena Hereward himself the mode of ap- 
plying with most effect his gestures and pititfblo 
supplica1»on, while the Emperor, notwithtftand^ 
tug the serious scene whic^ had just past, eould 
not help laughing at the touch ^ comedy ftimg 
into it by this last incident. 

** My trusty Hereward," — he said aside, " (1 
will not again call him Edward if I <an help it) — 
tiionartthe vefuge^if thedistressed, whether it be 
anan «r beast, and nothing that sues througii thy 
intercemon, while thou Temainest in our serwiiee, 
shall find its supplication in yain. "Do thoo, 
good Hereward," for the name. was now pretty 
Wiell established in his Imperial memory, ^jmd 
attch«f thy oompainions as know the ha!bits of like 
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erealore) lead him back to his old quarters in the 
Blacquemal ; and that done, my friend, observe 
that we request thy company, and that of thy 
fidthful mate Bertha, to partake supper at our 
court, with our wife and daughter, and such of 
our servants and allies as we shall request to 
share the same honour. Be assured, that while 
thou remainest with us, there is no point of dig-*- 
nity which shall not be willingly paid to thee. — 
And do thou approach, Achilles Tatius, as much 
fitvoured by thine Emperor as before this day 
dawned. What charges are against thee have 
been only whispered in a firiendly ear, which 
remembers them not, unless (which Heaven 
forefend!) their remembrance is renewed by 
firesh offences.'' 

~ Achilles Tatius bowed till the plume of his 
helmet mingled with the mane of his fiery horse^ 
but held it wisest to forbear any answer in words^ 
leaving his crime and his pardon to stand upon 
those general terms in which the Emperor had 
expressed them. 

Once more the multitude of all ranks return-* 
ed on their way to tiie city, nor did any second 
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interruption arrest their march. Sylvan, accom* 
panied by one or two Varangians, who led him 
jA a sort of captivity, took his way to the vaults 
of the Blacqnernal, which were in fact his pro~ 
per habitation. 

Upon the road to the city, Harpax, the noto* 
rious corporal of the Immortal Guards, held a 
discourse with one or two of his own soldiers^ 
and of the citizens who had been members of 
the late conspiracy. 

** So,*' said Stephanos, the prize-fighter, ** a 
fine affitir we have made of it, to suffer ourselves 
to be all anticipated and betrayed by a thick- 
skulled Varangian ; every chance turning against 
us as they would against Corydon, the shoe- 
maker, if he were to defy me to the circus. 
Ursel, whose death made so much work, turns 
out not to be dead after all ; and, what is wors^, 
he lives not to our advantage. This fellow Here- 
ward, who was yesterday no better than myself 
-—What do I say ? — better ! — ^he was a great 
deal worse-an insignificant nobody in every 
respect !— is now crammed with honours, praises, 
and gifits, till he wellnigh returns what they 
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haire given Uxa^ and tli« Csesar and the Aeelyte^ 
our aasociatefls have lost the Emperor's love and 
CMifidence^ and if they are suffered to surviye^ 
it must be like die tame domestic poultry, whom 
we pamper with food one day, that upon the 
next dieir necks may be twisted for spit or pot." 
^'Stephanos,'* replied the centurion^ ^< thy form 
of body fits thee well for the Palaestra, b«l thy 
iftind is not so acutely formed as to detect that 
which is real from that which is only probable, is 
the political world, of which thou art now judg- 
ing. Considering the risk inciured by lending a 
man's ear to a consphmcy, thou oughtest to reckon 
it a saving in every particular, where he escapes 
with his life and character sa£e» This- has bees 
the ease with Achilles Tatios, and with the 
Cmar. iThey have remained also in their high 
places of trust and power, and may be confident 
that the Emperor will hardly dare to remove 
them at a future period, since the possession of 
the full knowle<i^e of dieir guilt has not emboli 
dened him to d» so» Their power, thns leflB 
with them, is in feet ours ; nor is there a circunfr- 
stance to be supposed^ which can induce them ta 
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betray their, eonfedejsates to tlie government It 
ig much more likely that they will rememb^^r 
them* with the probability of renewing, at a fit« 
ter time, the alliance which binds them together. 
Cheer np thy noble resolution, therefore, my 
Prince of the Circus, and think that thou shalt 
sdU retain that predominant influence which the 
&TOurites of the amphitheatre are sure to possess 
over the citizens of Constantinople." 

^^ I cannot tell," answered Stephaaoa; *^ but 
it gnaws at my heart like the w<»m that dietik 
not, to see this beggarly Aweigner betray th«r 
noblest blood in the land, not to mention the 
best athlete in the Palsestza, and nuMre off not 
only without punishment for hia treachery, but 
with praise, honour, and preferment" 

" True," said Harpax j " but observe, my 
&iend» that he does move off to purpose. He 
leafves the land, quitSi the corps in which he might 
clsam pre£erment and a few vain honours, beings 
valued at what such trifles amount to* Here-* 
ward^i in the eourae of one or two> daysy shall be: 
UttLe better than a disbanded soldier, subsisting 
by the poor bread whkh he can obt£un as m 
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follower of this beggarly Coimt, or which he 
is rather bound to dispute with die infidel, by 
encountering with his battle-axe the Turkish, 
sabres. What will it avail him amidst the dis^ 
asters, the slaughter, and the &mine of Pales- 
tine, that he once upon a time was admitted to 
supper with the Emperor ? We know Alexius 
Comnenus — ^he is willing to dischaige, at the 
highest cost, such obligations as are incurred to 
men like this Hereward; and, belieye me, I 
think that I see the wily despot shrug his shoul« 
tiers in derision, when one morning he is saluted 
with the news of a battle in Palestine lost by 
the crusaders, in which his old acquaintance has 
fallen a dead man. I will not insult thee, by 
telling thee how easy it might be to acquire the 
favour of a gentlewoman in waiting upon a lady 
of quality; nor do I think it would be difficult 
should tiiat be the object of die prize-fighter, 
to acquire the property of a large baboon like 
Sylvan, which no doubt would set up as a 
juggler any Frank who had meanness of spirit 
to propose to gain his bread in such a d^mdty, 
from the alms of the starving chivalry of Europe* 
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Bat he who can stoop to envy the lot of s«dk » 
person, ought not to be one whose chief personal 
distinctions ore sufficient to place him £rst in rank 
over all the &Tourites of the amphitheatre*" 

There was something in this sophistical kind 
of reasoning, which was but half satis&ctory to 
the obtuse intellect of the prize-fighter, to whom 
it was addressed, although the only answer which 
he attempted was couched in this observation:-— *> 

<^ Ay, but, noble centurion, you forget that, 
besides empty honours, it was proposed that this 
Varangian Hereward, or Edward, whichever is 
his name, is promised a mighty donative of 
gold," 

^< Marry, you touch me.the«&," said the cen-^ 
turion ; ^^ and when you' tell me that the pro* 
mise is fulfilled, I will willingly agree that ^ the 
Anglo-Saxon hath gained something to be. en- 
vied for ; but while it remains in the diape of a 
naked promise, you shall pardon me, my worthy 
Stephanos, if I hold it of no more account than 
the mere pledges which are distributed among 
ourselves as well as to the Varangians, prolni- 
suig upon future occasions mints of money} 

VOL, III. I 
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wUdi we are likeljr to receire at die mme time 
widi the last year's snow. Keep up your lieviy 
Aerefore, noble Stephanos, and believe not d»t 
your ^fidrs are worse for die miscarriage of tiiis 
&y ; and let not thy gallant eonmge sink, bu^ 
remembering those principles npon whidi it was 
eiAed into action, believe (iiat thy objects are 
iMt the less secure because fiite has remov^ 
tlteir aoquisition to a more distant day/' The 
f etoa n and imbending conspirator, Hiffpax, thus 
ttrengthened for some future renewal of their 
enterprise the fuling spirits of Steplumos* 

Aflter this, sudi leaders as were indnded in 
the inyitation given by the Emperor, repaired to 
die evening meal, and, from the general content 
jmd complaisance expressed by Alexius and Ins 
guests of every description, it eould little have 
been supposed that the day just passed over was 
#ne which had mfeired a purpose so dangerous 
ttid treacherous. 

The absence of the Countess Brenhilda, du- 
ring this eventfdl day, created no small surprise 
to the Emperor and those in his imme^te con- 
fidence, who knew her enterprising spirit, and 
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mhB firtcfest fine imnt nKFe tint in vait liffBe of tkc 
txmiiMit. Bertha liad made an learly eoamiiuiiefr* 
tMm id theConmt, that hk lady, agitated widi die 
many anxieties of the few preceding days, iras 
mueble to leave her apartment. The valiant 
faiigfat, therefore, lofit no time m aoqnauitiBg 
hn faithful Countess of his safety ; and afterwards 
joining those who partook of the banquet at the 
palace, he bore himself as if the least reoollecticm 
did not remain on his mind of the perfidious ^con- 
d«ct of die Emperor at the conclusion of the last 
entertainment. He knew, in truth, that the 
knights of Rrinoe Tancred not only maintained 
a strict watch round the house where Brenhilda 
remained, but also, that tiiey preserved a severe 
ward in the neighbourhood, of the Blacquemal, 
as well for the safety of their heroic leader, as 
for tiiat of Count Robert, the respected compa- 
nion of their military pilgriiiiage. 

It was the general principle of the European 
diivalry, that distrust was rarely permitted to sur** 
tive <^en quarrels, and that whatever was for-» 
given, was dismissed from their recollection, as 
unlikely to recur ; but <m die present oocaskn 
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tiiere was a more llian usnal assmnblage of trd<ip8» 
which the occurrences of the day had drawn to* 
gether, so that the cmsaders were called upon to 
be particidarly watchf aL 
' It may be believed that the evening passed 
over without any attempt to renew the ceremo* 
nial in the council chamber of the Lions, which 
had been upon a former occasion terminated in 
such misunderstanding* Indeed, it would have 
been lucky, if the explanation between the 
mighty Emperor of Greece and the chivalroua 
Knight of Paris, had taken place earlier« For 
reflection on what had passed, had convinced the 
Emperor that the Franks were not a people to 
be imposed upon by pieces of clockwork, and 
dmilar trifles, and what they did not understand, 
was sure, instead of procuring their awe or ad- 
miration, to excite their anger and defiance; nor 
had it altc^ether escaped Count Robert, thai 
the manners of the eastern people were upon a 
different scale from tiiose to which he had been 
accustomed; that they neither were so deeply- 
affected by the spirit of chivalry, nor, in his own 
language, was the worship of the Lady of th^ 
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Broken Lances so congenial a subject of adora- 
tion. This notwithstanding, Count Robert ob« 
served, that Alexius Comnenus was a wise and 
polidc prince; his wisdom perhaps too much 
allied to cunning, but yet aiding him to maintain 
with great address that empire over the minds of 
his subjects, which was necessary for their good^ 
and for maintaining his own authority. He 
^erefore resolved to receive with equanimity 
whatever should be offered by the Emperor, 
either in civility or in the way of jest, and not 
again to disturb an undc^rstanding which might 
be of advantage to Christendom, by a quarrel 
founded upon misconception of terms or misap- 
pirehension of manners. To this prudent reso- 
lution die Count of Paris adhered during the 
whole evening; with some difficulty, however, 
«ince it was somewhat inconsistent with his own 
£ery and inquisitive temper, which was equally 
desirous to know the precise amount of whatever 
was addressed to him, and to take umbrage at it, 
Bhould it appear in the least degree offensive^ 
^whether so intended or not. 
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CHAPTER X. 

It was not until after the conqQest of Jem* 
aalem lliat Cooiit Roibeit ei Pkurk retnmed to 
ConstantaiKyte) and, witli his wife^ and sach pro* 
portioa of his followers aa the sword and pesti-* 
lenee had left after that bloody warfitfe, resumedl 
his oomrse to hknatiTe kingdom. Upon reaching 
Italy, the fiist care of the noble Count and 
Coontessy was to celebrate in princely style ihm 
marriage of Hereward and his fidthM Berths^ 
who had added to theb other claims upon their 
toaster and mistress, diose acquired by Heie* 
ward's faithful services in Palestine, and no leas 
by Bertha's affectionate imnistry to her lady ia 
.Gmstantiiiople. 

As to the fate of Alexius Ccnnnenus, it uHf 
be read at large in the history of his daughter 
Anna, who has represented him as the hero of 
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BSQiiy a rietory, achieved, says the purple4)0nif 
in the third chapter and fifteenth book of her hick 
tory, sometimes by his arms md sometimes by 
his prudence.. ^^ His boldness alone has gained 
aome battles, at other times his success has beem 
won by stratagen). He has erected the most 
illustrious of his trophies by confronting dang^y 
by combating like a simple soldier, and throwing 
himself bareheaded into the thickest of die ftte. 
But there are others,'' continues the accomr 
plished lady, ^^ which he gsdned an opportunity 
of erecting by assuming the appearance of tei^ 
r(»r, and even of retreat, in a w(»:d, he knew 
alike how to triumph either in flight or in purr 
^aoit, and renaained upright even before those 
enemies who appeared to have struck him down; 
resemUing the military .implement termed tJio 
ealtkrop, which remains always upright in whafi^ 
ever direction it is thrown on the grovind*'' 

It would be unjust to deprive the Princesa of 
the defence she herself makes against the obvio^ 
diarge of partiality, 

<^ I must still once moie repel ike reproacji 
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whick 0ome bring against me, as if my hislory 
yns composed merely according to tbe dictates 
of the Batural love for parents which is engraved 
in the hearts of children. In trath, it is not 
the effect of that«affection which I bear to mine, 
but it is the evidence of matter of tacit wliich 
obliges me to speak as I have done. Is it not 
possible that one can have at the same time an 
affection for the memory of a father and for 
truth? For myself, I have never directed my 
attempt to write history, otherwise than for the 
-ascertainment of the matter of fact With this 
purpose, I have taken for my subject the history 
of a worthy man. Is it just, that, by the single 
accident <^ his being the author of my birtb» 
'his quality of my &ther ought to form a preju- 
dice against me, which would ruin my credit wiA 
toy readers ? I have given, upon other oocafiion% 
proo& sufficiently strong of the ardour which I 
had for the defence of my father's interests, whidi 
those that know me can never doubt; but, on 
the present, I have been limited by the invio^ 
lable fidelity with which I respect the trtith, 
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wbich I sliould have felt conscience to hare 
Veiled, under pretence of serving the renown of 
my father." — Ibidem^ qhap. iii. book xv. 

This much we have deemed it our duty to 
^uote, in justice to the fair historian ; we will 
Extract also her description of the Emperor's 
•death, and are not unwilling to allow, that the 
character assigned to the Princess by our own 
Gibbon, has in it a great deal of fairness and of 
truth. 

• Notwithstanding her repeated protests of sa- 
crificing rather to the exact and absolute truth, 
than to the memory of her deceased parent^ 
Gibbon remarks truly, that ^^ instead of the 
simplicity of style and narrative which wins a 
i)elief, an elaborate affectation of rhetoric and 
sdience betrays in every page the vanity of a 
female author. The genuine character of Alexius 

w 

. is lost in a vague constellation of virtues ; and 
the perpetual strain of panegyric and apology, 
awakens our jealousy to question the veracity of 
^6 historian and the merit of the hero. We 
cannot, however, refuse her judicious and im-^ 
-portant remark, that the disorders of the times 
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were the mkfortiuie and tke glory of Alezioi; 
and that every calamity which can aflUct a de* 
dining empire^ was accumulated on his reign by 
the Justice of Heaven and the vices of his pre- 
decessors." — OiBBOK^s Boman Empire^ voL iz« 
page 83^ foot-note. 

The Princess accordingly feels the utmost 
assurance, that a number of signs which i^peared 
in heaven and on earth, were interpreted by the 
soothsayers of the day as foreboding the death 
of die Emperor. By these means, Anna Com- 
nena assigned to her &ther those indications of 
.consequence, which ancient historians represent 
as necessary intimations of the sympathy of 
nature with the removal of great characters from 
the world ; but she fidls not to inform the Oirifr- 
tian reader, that her father's belief attached to 
none of these prognostics, and that even on the 
following remarkable occasion he maintained his 
incredulity : — A splendid statue, supposed gene>» 
rally to be a relic of paganism, holding in its 
iand fi golden sceptre, and standing upon a 
.base of porphyry, was overturned by a tempest 
imd was generally believed to be an intimi^ 



COUNT BOBSET OP PAU^ StOS 

tion of the death of the Emperor. This» how- 
over, he generously repelled. Phidias, he uidf 
and other great sculptors of antiquity^ had the 
talent of imitating the human frame with fitur* 
prising accuracy ; but to suppose that the power 
of foretelling future events was reposed in these 
masterpieces of art, would be to ascribe to their 
makers the &culties reserved by the Deity for 
himself, when he says, ^^ It is I who kill and 
make alive/' During his latter days, the Empe^ 
ror was greatly afflicted with the gout, the nature 
of which has exercised the wit of many penon? 
of science as well as of Anna Comnena. The 
poor patient was so much exhausted, that when 
the Empress was talking of most eloquent persons 
who should assist in the composition of his his- 
tory, he said, with a natural contempt of such 
vanities, ^^ The passages of my unhappy life call 
rather for tears and lamentation than for the 
pnoses you speak of." 

A species of asthma having come to the as- 
sistance of the gout, the remedies of the physi- 
cians became as vain as the intercession of the 
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Inonksand clergy^ as well as the alms wMch were 
indiscrimiiiately lavishecL Two or three deep 
successive swoons gave ominoiis warning of the 
Approaching blow ; and at length was termina- 
'ted the reig^ and life of Alexins Comnenus, a 
prince who, with all the faults which may be 
imputed to him, 8tUl possesses a real right, ft«m 
'the purity of his general intentions, to be ac- 
counted one of the best sovereigns of the Lower 
Empire. 

For some time, the historian forgot her pride 
of literary rank, and, like an ordinary person, 
burst into tears and shrieks, tore her hair, and 
de&ced her countenance, while the Empress 
Irene cast from her her princely habits, cut off 
her hair, changed her purple buskins for bUick 
mourning shoes, and her daughter Mary, who 
had herself been a widow, took a black robe 
from one of her own wardrobes, and presented 
it to her mother. ^< Even in the moment when 
she put it on,'' says Anna Comnena, ^^ the Em- 
peror gave up the ghost, and in that moment 
the sun of my life set.'' 
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'^ We sliall not pursue her lamentations farther. 
She upbraids herself that, after the death of her 
fether, that light of the world, she had also sur^ 
vived Irene, the delight alike of the east and of 
the west, and survived her husband also. ^^ I am 
'indignant," she said, *^ that my soul, suffering 
under such torrents of misfortune, should still 
deign to animate my body. Have I not," said 
she, <^ been more hard and unfeeling than the 
rocks themselves; and is it not just that one, 
who could survive such a father and mother, 
'^nd such a husband, should be subjected to the 
influence of so much calamity ? But let me 
finish this history, rather than any longer fiitigue 
my readers with my unavailing and tragicistl la- 
•mentation." 

Having thus concluded her history, she adds 
the following two Hnes :— 

'' The learned Comnena lays lier pen aside, 
Wliat time lier subject and hat &tber died." 

* These quotations will probably give the read- 
ers as much as they wish to know of the real 
character of this Imperial historian. Fewer 
^otds will suffice to dispose of the other parties 
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wlio hmwe been selected from lier pagei^ a& peiw 
sons in tbe f oregoiog diama. 



Tkere is very litde doubt that the Count B^ 
bert of Biris, whoee aiidadty in seatiiig hiin^ 
iqpen the throne of t)ie Emperor gives n peoir 
liar interest to his charactery nvas in &ct a petaan 
of the Ingkejit rank; beii^ no other, as haabaoi 
coojeelaTed by the leamed Da Cange, than an 
ancestor of the boose of Bonrbon, which has so 
long given kii^ to France. He was a saooesMU^ 
it has been conceived, of the Counts of Paii^ 
by wbom the dty was valiantly defended against 
the Normans, and an ancestor of Hugh Cqpet» 
There are several bypodieses upon this subject^ 
deriving tbe well-known Hugh Capet, first hem 
the family of Saxony; secondly, from St Ar- 
noul, afterwards Bishop of Altex; third, from 
Kibilong; fourth, frt»n tke I>uke of Bavaria; and, 
fifth, from a natural son of the Emperor Chai^ 
lemagne. Variously placed, but in eack of tkea^ 
contested pedigrees, appears this Rob^t^ sw 



OaVHT BOBSBT OV PAftI&» 997 

named the &nMi;, who was Count of that dislrietf 
of which Park was the capital, most peculiarly 
styled the County, or Isle of France. Anna 
Comnena, who has recorded the bold usurpation 
of the Emperor's seat by this haughty chieftain, 
has also acquainted us with his receiidng a 8e» 
Tere, if not a mortal wound, at the battle of 
Dorylffiam, owing to his neglecting the war» 
like instructions with which her &ther had fiir 
Toured him on the subject of the Turkish wars. 
The antiquary who is disposed to inyestigato 
this subject, may consult the late Lord Asl^ 
buniham's elaborate Genealogy of the Royal 
House of France ; also a note of Du Cangc's on 
the Princess's history, p. 362, arguing for ikt 
identity of her *' Robert of Paris, a hanghty 
barbarian," with the ^' Robert called the Strong,"^ 
mentioned as an ancestor of Hugh Capet. Gil^ 
1>on, YoL xi, p. 52, may also be consulted. The 
French antiquary and the English historian seem 
alike disposed to find the church, called in the 
tale that of the Lady of the Brdien Lances, in 
that dedicated to St Drusas, or Drosin of Lois* 
fioB^ who was supposed to have peculiar influx 
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<ence on the issue of combats, and to be in the 
habit of determining them in fAvour of such 
champions as spent the night preceding at his 
shrine. 

In consideration of the sex of one of the par- 
ties concerned, the author has selected our Lady 
of the Broken Lances, as a more appropriate 
-patroness than St Drusas himself, for the Ama- 
zons, who were not imcommon in that age. 
G»ta, for example, the wife of Robert Guiscard, 
a redoubted hero, and the parent of a most heroic 
•race of sons, was herself an Amazon, fought in 
the foremost ranks of the Normans, and is re- 
peatedly commemorated by our Imperial histo-' 
nan, Anna Comnena. 

The reader can easily conceive to himself that 
Robert of Paris disting^hed himself among 
4iis brethren-at-arms and fellow-crusaders. His 
fame resounded from the i^aUs of Antioch; but, 
at the battle of Dorylseum, he was so despe- 
rately wounded, as to be disabled from taking a 
-pent in the grandest scene of the expedition. 
-His heroic Countess, however, enjoyed the great 
•satisfaction of mountiiig the vmlls of Jerusalem^ 
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and in so fiur discharging her own vows and those 
of her husband. This was the more fortunate, as 
the sentence of the physicians pronounced that 
the wounds of the Count had been inflicted by 
a poisoned weapon, and that complete recovery 
was only to be hoped for by haying recourse to 
his native air. After some time spent in the 
vain hope of averting by patience this unplea- 
sant alternative, Count Robert subjected him- 
self to necessity, or what was represented as 
such, and, with his wife and the faithful Here- 
Ward, and all others of his followers who had 
been like himself disabled from combat, took the 
way to Europe by sea. 

A light galley, procured at a high rate, con- 
ducted tfiem safely to Venice, and from that 
then glorious city, the moderate portion of spoil 
which had fallen to the Count's share among the 
conquerors of Palestine, served to convey them 
to his own dominions, which, more fortunate 
than those of most of his fellow pilgrims, haii 
been left uninjured by their neighbours during 
the time of their proprietor's absence on the 
Crusade. The report that the Count had lost 
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is healtby and the power of continuiBg hk bo-' 
mage to the Lady of the Broken Lances, bronghi 
i^Mm him the hostilities of one or two ambitions 
or envious neighbours, whose covetousness was^ 
however, soffieiently repressed by the brave le* 
sstance of the Countess and the resolute Here* 
ward* Less than a twdvemonth was reqmr* 
red to restore^ the Count of Paris to his full 
healthy and to render him, as formerly, tlie aft« 
aured protector of his own vassals, and the sub* 
jeet in whom the possessors of the French' thnma 
reposed the utmost confidence. This latter ca- 
pacity enabled Count Robert to discharge his 
debt towards Hereward in a manner as ample as 
he could have hoped or expected. Being now 
respected alike for his wisdom and his sagadty, 
as much as he always was for his intrepidity and 
his character as a successful crusader, he was 
repeatedly employed by the court of France in 
settling the troublesome and intricate a&irs in 
which the Norman possessions of the Fnglish 
crown involved the rival nations. William Ru- 
ins was not insensible to his merit, nor blind to 
the importance of gaining his good will; and 
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filiding out his anxiety that Hereward should be 
restored to the land of his fathers, he took, or 
made an opportunity, by the forfeiture of some 
rebellious noble, of conferring upon our Varan- 
gian a large district adjacent to the New Fo- 
rest, being part of the scenes which his £Etther 
chiefly frequented, and where, it is said, the 
descendants of the valiant squire and his Bertha 
have subsisted for many a long year, surviving 
turns of time and chance, which are in general 
&tal to the continuance of more distinguished 
families* 
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As I stood by yon roofless tower* 

Where the wa'flower scents the dewy air* 
Where the howlet mourns in her iyy bower* 

And tells the midnight moon her care ; 
The winds were hiid* the air was stiI1» 

The stars they shot along the sky ; 
The fox was howling on the hill* 

And the distant echoing glens reply. 

' Robert Burns. 
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CHAPTER I. 



Hosts liaye been known at that dread toimd to yiatd» 
And, Douglas dead, liis name hath won the field. 

JOHK HOMX. 



It was at th« close of an early spring day, when 
sature, in a cold province of Scotland, was re-^ 
▼lying from her winter's sleep, and the air at 
least, though not the vegetation, gave promise 
"of an abatement of the rigour of the season, tiiat 
two travellers, whose appearance at that early 
period sufficiently announced their wandering 
okoracter, which, in general, secured a free pas-* 
tNige even through a dangerous country, were 
•een coming from the south-wertward, within a 
ifm Holes of the Castle of Douglas, and seemed 
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to be holding dieir course in the direction of die 
riyer of that name^ whose dale afforded a species 
ofapproach to thatmemorablefeudal fortress. The 
stream, small in comparison to die extent of its 
fame, served as a kind of drain to the country in its 
neighbourhood, and at the same time afforded the 
means of a rough road to the castle and village. 
The high lords to whom the castle had for ages 
belonged, might, had they chosen, have made 
this access a great deal smoother and more con- 
venient; but there had been as yet little or no 
exercise for those geniuses, who have taught all 
the world that it is better to take the more cir- 
cuitous road round the base of a hill, than the 
direct course of ascending it on the one side, and 
descending it directly on the other, without 
yielding a single step to render the passage more 
easy to the traveller; still less were those mys* 
teries dreamed of, which M^ Adam has of late days 
expounded. But, indeed, to what purpose should 
the ancient Douglasses have employed his prin- 
ciples, even if they had known them in ever so 
much perfection? Wheel-carriages, except of 
the most diumsy description, and for the most 
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simple operaitioiis of agriculture, were totally^ 

imknown. Even the most delicate female had na 

resource save a horse, or, in case of sore infirinity^ 

a litter* The men used their o\trn sturdy linibsV 

4r hardy horses, to transport themselves front 

fiace to place ; and trarellers, females in parti<^ 

eular, experienced no small inconvenience from 

the rugged nature of the country. A ciroUen 

torrent sometimes crossed their path, an^ e&at* 

polled them to wait until the waters had abated 

iheir frenzy* The bank of a sxnail river wb9 

dccasionsdly torn away by the effects of a'thuadeni 

litorm^ a recent inundation, or the like r.coiivnl*» 

sions of nature ; and the way&rer relied lipaq 

his knowledge o( the district,; or pbtaaned the 

-best local in&matioain hkpower, howto dbeet 

his path so aScto jurmountsuch imtoward d»k 

atacles.. \- .. ^- ' 

. The. Oovig^ issottsi jfirom aa amfiMlitcatre of 

inountaina which bounds the iraUe^ to the soolih^ 

west, from whose feontributian^ aad tiiJe aid ol 

sudden storinSf it reoeiires its scan^ aapqpHeiB^ 

^e general aspect of thejcoimtiy is tbitt of ^ 

I^toral IttUsr.of th^ sM&i^fvSoaflai^ibimmfy 
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as is usual^ bleak and wild fiums, many of wUck 
hadf at no great length of time from the date of 
the story, been covered with trees; as some of 
ihem still attest by bearing the name of shaw^ 
that is, wild natural wood* The neighbourhood 
0{ the Douglas watir itself was flat land, capable 
i${ bearing strong crops of oats and rye, supply^ 
|ng the inhabitants with what Ihey required of 
these productions. At no great distance tram 
the edge of the river, a few special spoti^ except- 
ed, the soil capable €i agriculture was more and 
more mixed with the pastoral and woodknd 
country, till both terminated in desolate and 
partly inaccessible moorlands. 
' Above aU, it was war-time, and of necessity 
all drcumstances of mere convenience were ob-* 
liged to give way to a paramounksense of dan* 
ger; the inhabitants, therefore, instead of trying 
to amend the paths idiich connected them with 
4)flier diftiicts, were thankful that the natural 
difficulties which surrounded them rendered it 
unnecessary to break up or to fortify the access 
from otiier more open countries. Their wants, 
'Vitii a very few exceptions, were completely 



*. 
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supplied, as we have already said, by the rude 
and scanty produce of their own mountains and 
hohnsy^ the last of which served for the exercise 
of their limited agriculture, while the better part 
of the mountains and forest glens produced pas- 
ture for their herds and flocks. The recesses of 
the unexplored depths of these silvan retreats 
being seldom disturbed, especially since the 
lords of the district had laid aside, during this 
time of strife, their constant occupation of hunt- 
ing, the various kinds of game had increased 
of late very considerably; so tiiat not only in' 
crossing the rougher parts of the hilly and deso- 
late country we are describuig, different varie- 
ties of deer were occasionally seen, but even the 
wild cattle peculiar to Scotland sometimes show^' 
ed themselves^ and other animals, which indica-. 
ted the irregular and disordered state of the' 
period. The wild cat was frequently surprised 
in the dark ravines or the swampy thickets; and. 



* JSb&n, or flat plains, by tlie sides of the brooks and yiven, 
termed in tbe south , Zn^ff. , . j 
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lliewol^abreaily astrai^ner tothenioiep«piilo«8 
dbtricts of the Loihiaiia» bere mamtained his 
ground £f;aiiiat tke eocroacfamenti of jnaii, 
' and was still himself a tener to those by whom 
he was finally to be extirpated. Ib winter 
espeeinUyy and winter was hardly yet past, these ' 
savage antmak were wont to be driven to extre- 
mity for lack of food, and nsed to frequent, in 
dangerous numbens, the battle-field, die deserted 
oburchyard — ^nay, sometimes the abodes of living 
men, there to watch for children, thdr defence-- 
less prey, with as much fiuniliari^ as the tox^ 
now-a-days will venture to prowl near the mis»' > 
tress's* ponltry^yard. . 

'. Fnam what we banre said, onr readers, if tiiey 
have made — as who in these days has not — the. 
Scottish toux^ will be aUe to form a tolenbly 
just idea of the wilder and upper part of Dou- 
glas Dale^ during the earlier period of the fbui- 
tbentb ee&tury.^ The sdfcCing sum ^ast has gleams 



« * flie good dsme> or wife of a napcctaU* farmer, » afaoAat 
vniTersaDy thus desijinated in Scotland. 



idobg' a moorlaod eouhtiy/ which to ths wcsV 
ymxi broke into larger swells, tenninating ib 
the mountains called die Larger and Lesser 
Cairntable. The first of these is, as it were, the 
&dier <xf the hills in the neighbourhood. Use 
source of an hundred stniams, and by far die 
largest of (lie riage, stm holding in his dark b<^ 
som, and in the ravines with which his sides are 
'plbu^ed, considerable remnants of those 'an-> 
rdient forests with which sill the high grounds of 
Ihat quarter were once covered, and particularly 
'the hills, in which the rivers — both those which 
Tvai t^ the east, and those which seek ithe weat 
*to discharge themselves into the Solway — hide, 
like BO znany hermits, their original and scanty 
430urces* 

The landscape was still iUmninated by the res- 
fleetiion of the eveniiig sun, sometimes thitnva 
(back from pool or stream ; sometimes testing m 
fgffBf Yoeks, hn!^ eumfoerers of the soil, wh^ 
labour and agricuhur e haife smce removed, and 
dometiaaes contendng itpeif with gildiag the 
^bflAks of the stream^ tmged altema^y gitey^ 
<g«e€9^ or niddy, as the ground itsetf conBistedcf 
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-rock, ot grassy turf, or bare earthen mound, or 
.looked at a distance like a rampart of dark red por- 
phyry. OccasionaUy, too, the eye rested on the 
steep brown extent of moorland, as the sunbeiun 
glanced back from the little tarn or mountain 
pool, whose lustre, like that of the eye in. the 
'human countenance, gives a life and vivacity to 
every feature around. 

The elder and stouter of the two travellers 
.whom we have mentioned, was a person Well^ 
and even showily dressed, according to the fin^ 
.of the times, and bore at his back, as wandering 
minstrels were wont, a case, containing a small 
harp, rote, or viol, or some such species of mo* 
«cal instrument for accompanying the voice. 
The leathern case announced so much» aldunigh 

it proclaimed not the exact nature of tiie instru- 

• 

ment. The colour of the tmveller's doublet was 
Uue,' that of his trowsers or pantaloons violet^ 
fwith slashes which showed a lining of the same 
jcolour widi the jerkin. A^mantle oughty.aceofd- 
ang to ordinary custom, to have.covesed tUs dre«> 
but the heat of the sun, thoi^h the sewon was 
M early, had induced the. wearer to fold ^ his 
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*cloak in small oompass, and form it into a bun- 
dle^ attached to the shoulders like the military 
greatrcoat of the in£Emtry soldier of the present 
day. The neatness with which it was made up, 
argued the predsion of a practised traveller, who 
^ had been long accustomed to every resource 
which change of weather required. A great pro- 
fusion of narrow ribands or points, constituting 
the loops with which our ancestors connected 
tiieir doublet and trowsers, formed a kind of cor* 
don, composed of knots of blue or violet, which 
surrounded the traveller's person, and thus as*- 
dmilated in ct^our with the two gnments which 
it was the office of these strings to comhifie. 
^The bonnet usually worn with this showy dress, 
was of that kind with which Henry the Eighth 
and his son, Edward the Sixth, are usually 
re])resented. It was more fitted, from the 
^y stuff of which it was composed, tty appear 
in a public place, than to encounter a storm of 
rain. It was party-coloured, being made of dif- 
lerent stripes of blue and violet; and tl^ wearer 
airrogated a certain degree of gendlity to himseff, 
by wearing a plume of considerable dimensions 
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<tf tie aalne iavwimtb odUvkb. The fcrtmlaC^yer 
wUch this fcftlher drooped wewft m no degret 
fiunarkaUe ior peciiHarity of expreaam. Y^i^ 
JB so dcaobte ft coimtiy as die wtesi of Scotbnd^ 
tl WQuU net h«vo been easy fo pass the nan 
widiottt more .migute attentiaii tlian lie wouU 
^are met vith iriiere. there ms noreinllie chu^ 
-meter of tiie soeaery to arrest Ife gale of the 



' A.qiiiek ejre> n sociiUe look» seendi^ lo sajv 
^^ Ay, look at me, I am a man worth noticuigv 
•and not nnwortiiy yonr attendbn,'' currkdl with 
it, nevertheless, an interpretalipii whidi n^^ 
Jbe thosight faroainble or otherwise, aodsrdk^ t# 
the character of the person whom ^ trairellet 
met A knight or soldier wonU merely hoire 
thought l^t he had met a merry fellow, whit 
^could sing ti wiU song^ or tell a wild tak^ ui 
lielp tocii^pty a flagon, wilii all the accomplish^ 
mentB aeeesBsry lor a, boon companion at im 
hostelry, except perimps an alacrity at i^b^^fiag 
Im share c£ the redkooing. A chvrdunfn^ oi 
^e other hand, mightMve thonghthecf the hkm 
vifiiet was of too loose^hiMto, apd aoimt^omr 



X 
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«d too fitde.to limit UmdfidtUnti» bovndir- 

ries of beseeming mirth, to be fit social?^ iat «ae 

oE Ida sacred calHng. Yet due Mbsi of Seng bad 

a cecCidn ateadmoss «f coimteiiance, wbich seem- 

efl Jtted to bold plaee in seenes of 8aa#iui bnsi^ 

iies% as TveH as of ga jvty/ A ^mjrftni^^^ 

ger of wealtb, Mt at that time a wnmnwmibmf 

• m^btba^e feared labim a profiessibnal Tobbi^, 

or que wbom opposixmity was verjr likely to ooa* 

vert into waA ; a £emaie iii%bt bare lieen ap- 

pnbeiisiFe of anmil tmteent; and a yoaUt, 

•or. timid perspiiy migbt hare dtougbt of mai- 

.'dei^ oar sucli direful doings*- Unkss prieat^ 

ujmtif bowc^er, tbe mmstrel was ill acooatrad 

:£ar any dangerous oocnpation* His only yisiUe 

weapon was a small crooked awoid^ like wbat me 

BOW call a banger ; and tbe state of tbe times 

woidd bare justified any maliy bowever peao^nl 

Ilia uitentions, Sat being so fir armed against tihie 

perils of tbe road. If a glance at ibis man bad 

in any respect prejudiced bim. in tbe epniion of 

liiflae wboisr be met on bis jbuxney, a look at bis 

companion would, so fir as bis cbaraeter ooidd 

l»e i^iessed at^^for be was dosely nonffled vp — 

k2 
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-^jhare passed for an apology and warrant for bis 
^associate* 

The younger traveller was apparently in early 
> youth, a soft and gentle boy, whose Selayonic 
• gown, the appropriate dress of the pilgrim, lie 
.wore more closely drawn about him than the 
coldness of the weather seemed to authorize or 
.recommend. His features, imperfectly seen un- 
^er the hood of his pilgrim's dress, were prepos- 
*#e8sing in a high degree ; and though he wore a 
. waOdng sword, it seemed rather to be in com- 
.pliance with general £Eishion than from any vio- 
lent purpose that he did so. There were traces 
.of sadness upon his brow, and of tears upon his 
cheeks ; and his weariness was such, as even his 
jrougher companion seemed to sympathize with, 
. while he privately participated also in the sor- 
^row which left its traces upon a countenance so 
<4oveIy. They iq>oke together, and the eldest of 
ithe two, while he assumed the deferential, air 
'.proper to a man of inferior rank addressing a 
.superior, showed, in tone and gesture, some*-' 
:ihing that amounted to interest and affection. 
- f* Bertram, my fiiend," said the younger of 



w> 
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i&e t^o^ ^ how far are we still from Douglas 
Castle ? We have already come farther than the 
thirly miles, which thou, didst say was the dis- 
tance from Cammock->-^r how didst thou call die 
last hostelry which we left by daybreak ?* 

<^ Cumnock, my dearest lady — I beg ten 
thousand excuses— my gracious young lord." 

<^ Call me Augustine,'^ replied his comradot 
<' if you mean to speak as is fittest for the 
time." 

" Nay, as for that," said Bertr^un, ** if your 
ladyship can condescend to lay aside your qua* 
lity, my own good-breeding is not so firmly 
sewed to me but that I can doff it, and resume 
it again without its losing a stitch ; and since 
your ladyship, to whoni I am sworn in obedience, 
is pleased to command that I should' treat you, 
as my own son, shame it were to me if I were 
not to show you the affection of a &ther, more 
especially as I may well swear my great oatb, 
that I owe you the duty of such, though well I 
wot it has, in. our case, been the lot of the fitther 
to be maintained by the kindness and liberality' 
or the son ; for when was it that I hungered, ot 
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ikk^tO, mi. itm Umk ^wft« ^ B^Aftkf iii 
fiot lelieve oqr .maaii ?* > 

' ■^ I wmU haareit ao/' nid tW fomf hdff 
iriiai&pUgJcm'fl dress vm so ahaped as to'fiBe 
her tbe* Mr «f <lie iMSter sexi ^ I W9«U licveit 
io^' Whot use of ibe wsiuitBiQS ef heet, "ttnd 
th^' 0«c4ii» «{ beer» vUek tk«^ aqr «iir danunBi 
produce if diere is « li«igr|r lieftri snong dur 
ms^blgf^ «r:eipeds% if thati,.BcrtnM^- islib 
Last served as tiie minstrel of our Louse for sMns 
ikm Wtiti^ 7eart» ilioiiMsl iaxpdieaQs muSt a 

<< Ce7tie%]Ad]r;''«MweredBertEH%>'itw 
)>e like tke <»ftlustr«plie wUck is J»U iif tlie Bnat 
ef ]Pi|fl(t6iiK>i|g^ wbw Uft last movas vas.stavred 
^ deaififc In tbe TOiry paotrjr ; aad if I eaeape lUa 
jouni^y williout sudi a imkmatyt^ I sImIL tydk 
^o^JB^lf 9i^t «f xeadi <tf IhiiBi or finaiae for tka 

'^ T^hou hast^siiffozf^ alfiNMly 001^ ar tim^ 
l^ese attad[%, .nxf p«^r friend,'* evi the lacjljr* 

*< It is IhOvi" «a8w«i«d BttEtoM,. " wkf diiiigr 



t ■ ■ 



* Tlte tafiWdornumtywUcli Stood inu baron's liaDyWtio^ 
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Aait I ionre sofkinl r audi w^ B Bg r a tef iA to 
give tKe m am i ^ai eBce of iadssing;^ a brfiAflnti 
or neetaf n luitimdbf £mer^ to tenovs a 
name/' Biitlheiilliiadly-aeehopiiryoiirl«fyahq|i 
(tea endare th» gear xBack loooger.' Yaitjotot 
ymnelf fbd^ Ais^ di^ pkld£iig aloi^ flicaelii^ 
hiids^ flf wbifib. the Soots ghfe ns siidi gooidl 
itaeanore ia Aiear ]iiik% b no jesiang matter; 
and: aaTqr Dooghs Gbad^ why it Is iieadlj ^k 
diatoil; .» Bva milev ao4 to* aajr any tUng af 
wbat llie SeotB call a BitecA^ whidi in tkcir my 
a£ aoooantiD^ ii at kast a aule to boot.'' ,^ 

'^ Tbe qmstkm then Is,'' qootk tha lady^ kea* 
Ting a sigb, ^ idmt we ajre to do wliea we hme 
ao fer to tcardf and wfaen the castle gates nasi 
l>e locked long l>efoie we aaeriFe there ?' 

^ For Itet I win i^dge my word," answeied 
Bertram. ^' The gates of Douglas, rnukr iSaA 
keeping of Sir John de WaltoD^ do not open* so 
easiiy as those of the battery hatch at oar owa 
castle, when it is weU oiled; and if your hidyt 
flhip taloe my adnoe» you will turn scwtbvaid 
ko! o^i!atwP'day8at£artkest9 wedattbeJaii 
kt&d whcreimienfs wsntsjact prorUed ioir^ as iht 
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inns prodaim i^ with the least posnble delay, 
and the secret of this little journey shallnerer 
be known to living mortal but ourselreSy as sure 
as I am sworn minstrel and man of fidth.^. 

^^ I thank thee for thy advice^ mine honest 
Bertram,'* said the lady, ^* but I cannot profit 
by it Should thy knowledge of these parts posn 
sess thee with an acquaintance with any decent 
house, whethp it belong to rich or poor, I would 
willingly take quarters there, if I could obtain 
them from this time until to-morrow morning* 
^e gates of Douglas Castle will then be opeqp 
to guests of BO peaceful an appearance as we 
carry with us, and — ^and— it wffl out — we might 
haye time to make such applications to our 
toilet as might ensure us a good reception, by 
drawing a comb through our locks, or such like 
foppery/' 

<^ Ah, madam P' said Bertnon, <^ were not Sir 
John de Walton in question, methinks I shouTd 
renture to reply, that an unwashed brow, an 
unkempt head of hair, and a look fax more saucy 
than your ladyship ever wears, or can wear, werc^ 
the proper disguise to tridc out that mlnstreFa 



boy, whom you wish to represent in the present 
pageant*' 

<< Do you suffer your youthful pupils ta be 
indeed so slovenly and so saucy, Bertram?" an- 
swered the lady* ^^ I for one will not imitate 
them in that particular ; and whether Sir John 
be now in the Castle of Douglas or not» I wiQ 
treat the soldiers who hold so honourable a charge 
with a washed brow, and a head of hair some- 
what ordered. As for going back without seeing 
a castle which has mingled even Math my rery 
dreams — at a word, Bertram, thou mayst go that 
way, but I will not/* 

^^ And if I part with your ladyship on such 
terms," responded the minstrel, ^<now your frolic 
is so nearly accomplished, it shall be the foul 
fiend himself, and nothing more comely or less 
dangerous, that shall tear me from your side ; 
and for lodging, there is not &r from hence the 
house of one Tom Dickson of Hazelside, one of 
•tiie most honest fellows of the dale, and who, 
although a labouring man, ranked as high as a 
warrior, when I was in this country, as any 



Douglas/' 

* f' ^Khett Us coaatry or. Hb ioti medl kis 
«vind|'' npfieil Bertrani-^'^ addyl to spp" die 
iawAi^ l^ejr fD» fleldbmrjrf! peace ; bot otfemae^ 
3ieia Q#«iiei&y^ mire to the wolf wfttokLphadedB 



»> 



^.£el foi^eJt aety my tnutf. gmiB,**. xe^Eed 

ih^ Uty, ^< that the blood m tear^Youaii £iig^ 

hAi fad coQseqventljry liiafc :ii^ are in daagtr 

jfrasn all'v^ caUtJienisdves Ibes id tlM^ rmiif 

Cross.*' 

<^ Do nol {inir Aia inaa'a £»&»" aaiwtired 
.Bertrai ^ Yoa iaay trastto hinaa tallielMit 
la^ghto^geiItlaautflbf tJielaiBd* Wemayaaake 
;goodour Wdgiag by a tune or a aoi^;. andifc 
may nemembar yoa that I oadertook (provided 
it pleaaed your ladyflidp) to tmpariae a littk 
with the SeotB» whe^ poor soulsi love m h s tw lay^ 
^md vrhfsi |bey hsLW but ^ aQver p^dqr, urill wil^ 
ju^y bestiyw it to eneonca^e the fiff sdeaeth-r 
I piOBiiaed yi>«, I nay; that we filaald be as 
welcome to them as if we had been born amidst 
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ibdir nvm iieild kiUs ; and for tbe iiesi thst fiocK 
liouse as Dickson's 'affozda, Ife glieeriiian.!B 80% 
Inr liidy, sBall nbt breadie a iradi in ysSb* ! And 
now, win yon speak your mind to your derb ted 
Mend asid adopted &tker, ^ ra^ber^oor s^rom 
serTaiit and guide, ;Bertnm the Minstrel, wkot 
it is your pleasure: to da in Aiaaiiattcr ^'^ 
< ** O, we vHl certainly aiocept.tif tb. Scot'a 
liospita}ity,"juiid the lady, .'^yaur minstrd word 
being piighied .that he is a true man*— Tom 
Dickson, calL you. hinc?^ 
( *^ Yes," re;died Bertian), ^^ i»ich is has obmai 
and by looking on these sheep, I am a&ared 
that we are now upon his estate/' 

^^ Indeed !" said the lady, with some surprise ; 
** and how is your wisdom aware of that ?" 

'^ I see the first letter of his name marked 
upon this flock," answered the guide. " Ah, 
learning is what carries a man through the world, 
as well as if he had the ring by virtue of which 
old minstrels tell that Adam imderstood the lan- 
guage of the beasts in Paradise. Ah, madam ! 
there is more wit taught in the shepherd's shiel- 
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iog than the lady thinks o( wko sews her painted 
seam in her summer bower/' 

^ Be it so, good Bertram* And althongli not 
so deeply skilled in the knowledge of written 
langoage as you are, it is impossible for me to 
esteem its value more than I actually do ; so 
hold we on the nearest road to this Tom Dickm 
son's, whose rery sheep tell of his whereabout. 
I trust we hare not rery &r to go, altbough thd 
knowledge that our journey is shortened by a 
few miles has so much recovered my fiU3gue» 
that methinks I could dance all the rest of the 
way." 



i 
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CHAPTER II. 



Rosalind. Well, this is tHe Forest of Arden. 
Toudutone. Aye, now am I in Arden ; tHe more fool L Vlien 
I was at Home I was in a better place ; but travellers must bo 
content. 

Ito8m Aye, be so, good Toucbstone.—- Look yon, who eomet 
'liere ; a young man and an old, in solemn talk. 

As You Like It.'^Scene IV* Act IL 



As the travellers spoke together, they reached 
a turn of the path which presented a more ex« 
tensive prospect than the broken &ce of the 
wuntry had yet shown them, A valley, through 
which flowed a small tributary stream, exhibited 
the wild, but not unpleasant, features of << a 
lone vale of green braken ;" here and there be- 
sprinkled with groups of alder-trees, of hazeb^ 
and of eopse oakwood, which had maintained 
their stations in the recesses of the valley, al- 
though they had vanished from the loftier and 



more exposed sides of the hills. The fiurm-hoase, 
or mansion-house, (for, from its size and appear- 
ance, it might have been the one or the other,) 
was a large but low building, and the walls of the 

out^houses were sufficiently jsirpng to resist any 

* . 

band of casual depredators. There was nothing, 

however, which could withstand a more pow;er- 

^fid force; for, in a country laid waste by war, 

^llie ftmer Was - then, as row, oUiged to- teisk 

Jlus chance . of the great evils attendant upon 

that state of things ; and his contftJoa, jsercr 

a very eligible one, was rendisred considerably 

worse by the insecurity attending it About 

JhttlF a utile fiather was seen a <3odiic btiiUing 

4£jY&cy smaU. eadent, h»riiig a halfHSammilie^ 

dhupel, irhich the miastrel prDnsaneed to be &e 

Jlbbejr.of SUnt JBiade.. "" The pbuse," he sn4 

5^ I unierptead is allowed to stthust, as twe 4V 

ihfee yoU Bleoks and as many mmB, wfaam it 

«nbt»0» ave permitted by the English fea-sntue 

X3ed. Jther^, said sometimes to give jrdlief ia J 

SoBittiafc trairellers ; and who haive aeooidinjgly 

^tek^ asRtaaGe wA Sir John de Wwitm,/mA 

^pted as their superior a diurchtnan on 
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he thinks he can diepend. Bat if theae gucste) 
happen to reveal any seerets, they are, by samec 
ipeans or etber^ beliered to fly towards the Engw: 
lish gwemor ; and therefore, unless your lady-; 
ship's coBuaands be pontive, I think we had bes^ 
qot trust ourselves to their hospitali/ty." 
! ^^ Of a surety, ^no/' said the kdy, ^.ifthott^ 
canst provide me with lodgings where w«^sfaali: 
have more pirudent hosts.'' 

At this momenl^ two human forma were seen, 
to approacdi the farm-house in a diSEerent dtreo-* 
tiotf from the travellers^ and speaking so )u^») 
in a ton^apparendy «f dipute, thut the Haa-.d.^ 
and his companioii could diltuiguishdieir voices 
though the diataace was c^psidesable Haviiig' 
Ameami ,his eyes with hk hand for bmdJs adH 
Butea, Bertram at length. exclaimed, ^^ By Our: 
Lady, it is my old friend, Tom IHekaaa, aiircr 
eniMighl — ^What can anke hin^ in snch chad: 
hmnaiir with tibe lad, who,' I titinl^ may be the> 
litl^wild boy, his aasi Chades^ who vsttd to nut: 
about and plait mohes aaiaetweflfty; years' agol 
It is. kidky, howevear, we hatre feand one fneiMbr 
astir; for, I warrant, Tom hath a 
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of beef in the pot ere lie goes to bed, and be 
must bare cbanged bis wont if an old friend bath 
not bis share ; and who knows, bad we come later, 
at what hour they may now find it conyenient 
to drop latch and draw bolt so near a hostile gar- 
rison ; for if we call things by their right names, 
such is the proper term for an English garrison 
in the castle of a Scottish nobleman.'' 

<< Foolish man,'' answered the lady, ^< thou 
jndgest of Sir John de Walton as thou wouldst 
of some rude boor, to whom the opportunity of 
doing what be wills is a temptation and lic^e 
to exercise cruelty and oppression. Now, I could 
plight you my word, that, setting apart the quar- 
rel of the kingdoms, which, of course, will be 
fought out in fair battle on both sides, you will 
find|tbat English and Scottish, within this do- 
main; and within the reach of Sir John de Wal- 
ton's influence, live together as that same flock 
of sheep and goats do with the shepherd's dog ; 
a foe from whom l}iey fly upon certain occasions^ 
but around whom they nevertheless eagerly 
gather for protection should a wolf happen Uk 
show himself/' 
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^< It 18 not to your ladyship/' answered Beiw 
tram, *^ that I should venture to state my opi« 
nion of such matters; but the young knight, 
when he is sheathed in armour, is a different 
being from him who feasts in halls among press 
of ladies ; and he that feeds by another man's 
fireside, and when his landlord, of all men in the 
world, chances to be the Black Douglas^ has rea- 
son to keep his eyes about him as he makes his 
meal : — ^but it were better I looked after our 
<^wn evening refreshment, than that I stood 
here gaping and talking about other folk's mat- 
ters/' So saying, he called out in a thundering 
tone of voice, ^^ Dickson ! — ^what ho, Thomas 
Pickson! — ^will you not acknowledge an old 
friend, who is much disposed to trust his supper 
and night's lodging to your hospitality?" 
* The Scotchman, attracted by the call, looked 
first along the banks of the river, then upwards 
to the bare side of the hill, and at length cast h]9 
eyes upon the two figures who were descending 
firom it« 

As if he felt the night colder while he advan- 
ced firom the more sheltered part of the valley 
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to m£A tbeiDy tiie XhHigla&Bilier 6titier wxi^})ed 
closer m&and him the grey plaid^ iriiich; from 
^ eariy period, hu been used by the diepherda 
of die soudi of Scodaxid^ and the appearince ci 
whbskgivesL a rcmiaBntki air to the peasanfry aadf 
Huddfe dieses; and irhich, atthotigh lessbfilUbAt 
and gaudy in its cbkrars, is ha pieturesqueih jA 
arxas^geiQent as l3ie more miliiary tartan nuiiitlir 
of the HighkBdsi "When they approaehed neae 
to eadi other,* the lady nd^rt observe that this 
frseifed if:het gnide Iras a stout stUetic maa^ 
4SM>Bieidiat pasf ih^ middk of lifey and already, 
dioving laaifcs of die approachr but none of did 
infixmitiea of age, iq^n a countehance wUoh hmi 
been exposed to Bumyiistonn. Sharp eyestoo^ 
and a qaick ofaserratian, ezhflnted ugns of yriffr^ 
lance, a^sqaired lyy one wher had liyed' king in a 
diMiiitry where "he had eonstant'oceaaini for hxik-i 
log aroond him wiith calution. Hisfeittares weate 
adn siroUen intk displeasure; anddiehndsomtf 

contented, like one who had undergone nogende 
BHffks of his fiidier^'kicligindiid, tod iriio^ ffom 
i^ sidba eEzpfcsnoii which mingled aatk ah ip^ 
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pearaoce of shame on his countenance, seemed 
at once affected by anger and remorse. 

" Do you not remember me, old friend ?'* 
said Bertram, as they approached within a dis- 
tance fpr communing ; ^^ or have the twenty 
years which have marched over us since w^ met, 
carried along with them all remembrance of 
Bertram, the English minstrel ?'' 

" In troth," answered the Scot, ^^ it is not for 
want of plenty of your countrymen to keep you 
in my remembrance, and I have hardly heard one 
of them so much as whistle 

' Hey, now the day dawns,' 

but it has recalled some note of your blithe 
rebeck; and yet such animals are we, that 1 had 
forgot the mien of my old friend, and scarcely 
knew him at a distance. But we have had 
trouble lately; there are a thousand of your 
countrymen that keep garrison in the Perilous 
Castle of Douglas yonder, as well as in other 
places through the vale, and that is but a woful 
sight for a true Scotchman— even my own poor 
house has not escaped the dignity of a garrisoB 
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of a man-al-onns, besides two or tiiree »Aet 
knaves, and one or two slips of loiscliie voos boys 
called pages, andsofortb, ^o wittnat letaman 
say, ^ diis is my own,' by his own fireside* I>o 
not, therefore, think hardly of me, old comiide» 
if I show you a welcome something colder tham 
yott might expect from a friend of other days; 
for, by Saint Bride of Douglas, I have scarcely 
any thing left to which I can say welcome." 

^ Small welcome will serve," said Bertram, 
^ My son, make thy rewence to thy failher's 
^Id friend. Augustine is learning my joyous 
trade, but he will need some practice ere he can 
endure its fatigues. If you could give him some 
little matter of food^ and a quiet bed for the 
n%ht, there's no fear but that we shall bodi do 
well enough ; £ar I dare say when you travel 
with my friend Charles there, — if that tall youth 
chance to be my old acqpoaintance Charles, — 
you will find yoorself accommodated when his 
wants are once w«ll provided for." 

^^ Nay, the foul fiend take me if I do," an- 
swered the Scottish husbandman. ^ I know not 
what tibe lads of this day aie made of — ^not of 
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t&e tame day as their fadieis to be sure — ^not 
jprung from the heather, which fears neither 
'wind nor rain, i>at from some delicate plant of a 
foreign country, which will not thrive unless it 
be nourished under glass, with a murrain to it 
The good Lord of Douglas — I have been his 
henchman, and can vouch for it— did not in his 
{Mtgehood desire such food and lodging as, in the 
present day, will hardly satisfy sudi a lad as 
your friend Charles." 

** Nay,*' said Bertram, " it is not that my 
Augustine is over nice ; but, f&r other reasons, 
I must request of you a bed to himself; he Hath 
nf late been unwell." 

^' Ay, I understand," said Dickson, " your 
son hath a touch of that illness which terminates 
so frequently in the black death you English folk 
die of? We hear much of the havoc it has made 
to the southward. Comes it hitherward ?" 

Bertram nodded. 

« 

« Well, my fiither's house," continued the 
farmer, *^ hath more rooms than one, and your 
am shall have one weU-aired and comfortable ; 
mni for supper^ ye sliall liaire a part of what u 
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prepared for your countrymeo, though I would 
rather have their room than their company. 
Since I am bound to feed a scort of them, they 
will not dispute the claim of such a skilful min- 
strel as thou art to a nighfs hospitality* I am 
ashamed to say that I must do their bidding 
even in my own house. Well-a-day, if my good 
lord were in possession of his own, I have heart 
and hand enough to turn the whole of them out 
of my house, like — ^like" 



^^ To speak plainly," said Bertram, ^< like a 
southron strolling gang from Redesdale, whcmi 
T Have seen you fling out of your house like a 
litter of blind puppies, when not one of them 
looked behind to see who had done him the 
courtesy until he was half-way to Caimtable." 

<< Ay,'' answered the Scotchman, drawing 
himself up at least six inches taller than bef<M« ; 
<< then I had a house of my own, and a cause and 
an arm to keep it Now I am — what signifies 
it what I am ? — ^the noblest lord in Scotland is 
little better." 

. " Truly, friend," said Bertoun, " now you 
view this matter in a rational light. I do not say 
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that the wisest, the richest, or the strongest man 
in this world has any right to tyrannize over his 
neighbour, because he is the more weak, igno- 
rant, and the poorer ; but yet if he does enter 
into such a controversy, he must submit to the 
course of nature, and that will always give the 
advantage in the tide of battle to wealth, strength, 
and health." 

** With permission, however," answered Dick- 
son, '^ the weaker party, if he use his fistculties 
to the utmost, may, in the long run, obtain re- 
venge upon the author of his sufferings, which 
would, be at least compensation for his tempo- 
rary submission ; and he acts simply as a man, 
and most fooliishly as a Scotchman, whether he 
sustain these wrongs with the insensibility of an 
idiot, or whether he endeavour to revenge them 
before Heaven's appointed time has arrived.— 
But if I talk thus, I shall scare you, as I have 
scared some of your countrymen, from accepting 
a meal of meat, and a night's lodging, in a house 
where you might be called with the morning to 
a bloody settlement of a nafiional quarrel." 

" Never mind," said Bertram, " we,have been 
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kiiovB to audi other of old ; and I am. no moie 
afraid of aaorthy nnkittdnm^ in yoar hoaoe» dam 
yon eaqwet me to come here for the purpoae of 
a^^iy»g to the injuries of which yoo. complainL" 

^ So be it," said Dickson ; ^' and jao^ my 
old fnendy are as welcome to my abode as whea 
it never held any g^est save of my own invitii^. 
-—And you, my young friend. Master Augn»- 
tine, shall be looked after as wellas if you came 
with a gay brow and a light cheeky snch as best 
becomes the g€0^ sdeneeJ* 

^ But wherefore, may I ask," said Bertram^ 
f^somaichdispkased but now at myyoung friend 
Charles?' 

The youth answered before hk &ther had 
time to ^eak. ^ My &tlier, good sir, may put 
what show upon it he will^ but shrewd and wise 
m«i wax weak in the brain in these troublona 
times. He saw two or three wirires seize upcm 
three of our choicest wetheis ; and because I 
shouted to gire the alarm to the English gani* 
SOB, he was angry as if he could have murdered 
me — just for savii^ the sheep from the jawa that 
would have devomred them.'' 
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" Thisisafllrange aecount ci lhee> oldfneiid," 
said Sertvain. *^ Dotl thoir cooBife with tka 
wohres in Tobbiag tline own folds ?' 

^ Why, le^ it pass, if thou kvcst me," ai»wmr* 
ed the eountryxnaii ; ^^ Charks oouM! tell thee 
smaething nearer tiie tnitb, if he had a mind ; 
but for the present let it pass." 

The minstrel, peroeLving that the Sootchman 
was fretted and embarrassed with the subjeet^ 
pressed it no fiurther. 

At this moment, in crossing the thresh(dd of 
Thomas Dickson's house, they were greeted 
with sounds from two English soldiers within^ 
'* Quiet, Anthony," said one voice, — ** quiets 
man ! — for the aake of common sense, if not 
common manners ;— Robin Hood himself nerer 
lat down to his board ere the roast was ready." 

<* Ready !" qnoth another rou^ roice; ^ it is 
roasting to rags, and small had been the knava 
Dickson's share even of dkese rags> had it not 
been the express orders of the worshipful Sir 
John de Walton, that the soldiors who lie at out- 
posts should afford to the inmates such provisions 
as are not necessary for their own sufaeisteBee.*' 
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<< Hush, Anthony, — ^hush, for shame !" replied 
his fellow soldier, ^* if ever I heard our host's 
step, I heard it this instant; so give o'er thy 
grumbling, since our captain, as we all know, 
hath prohibited, under st^ct penalties, all quar- 
rels between his followers and the people, of the 
country/' 

^^ I am sure," replied Anthony, ^^ that, I hare 
ministered occasion to none ; but I would I were 
equally certain of the good meaning of this sullen* 
browed Thomas Dickson towards the English 
soldiers, for I seldom go to bed in this dungeon 
of a house, but I expect my throat will gape as 
wide as a thirsty oyster before I awaken. Here 
he comes, however," added Anthony, sinking his 
sharp tones as he spoke ; ^' and I hope to be ex- 
conmiunicated if he has not brought with him 
that mad animal, his son Charles, and two other 
strangers, hungry enough. Til be sworn, to eat 
up the whole supper, if they do us no other 
mjury. 
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comrade; ^* a good archer thou as ever wore 
Kendal green, and yet affect to be frightened for 



Shame of thyself, Anthony," repeated his i 
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two tired travellers, and alarmed for the inroad 
their hunger may make on the night's meaL 
There are four or five of us here — we have our 
bows and our bills within reach, and scorn to be 
chased from our supper, or cheated out of our 
share of it, by a dozen Scotchmen, whether sta- 
tionary or strollers. How say'st thou ?" he add- 
ed, turning to Dickson — " How say ye, quarter- 
master ? it is no secret, that by the directions 
given to our post, we must enquire into the 
occupations of such guests as you may receive 
besides ourselves, your unwilling inmates ; you 
are as ready for supper, I warrant, as supper is 
for you, and I will only delay you and my friend 
Anthony, who becomes dreadfully impatient, 
until you answer two or three questions which 
you wot of." 

" Bend-the-Bow," answered Dickson, " thou 
art a civil fellow; and although it is something 
'hard to be constrained to give an account of one's 
friends, because they chance to quarter in one's 
own house for a night or two, yet I must sub* 
mit to the times, and make no vain opposition* 
You may mark down in your breviary therei 

2l 



fliat npea the fourteenth day before Psdm Sviw 
4ay5 Thomas Dickson brooght to his house of 
ifazelside, in which you hold garrison, by orders 
from the TSj^Oah goremor Sir JUm de Walton, 
tiro strangers, to whom the sud Thomas IMdc- 
sen had promised refredmient, and a bed for the 
evenii^, if it be lawful at this time and plaee." 

** But what are they these stiangers ?' said 
Anthony, somewhat sharply. 

*^ A fine wofld die while," murmured Thomas 
Dickson, <^that an honest man should be forced 
to answer the questions of every paltry con^ 
panion V* — But he mit^ated his Yoiee and pn^** 
eeeded. ^* Tlie eldest of my guests is Bertram^ 
an ancient English minstrel, who b bound on his 
own errand to the Casde of Douglas, and will 
communicate what he has to say of news to Sir 
Jdbn d^ Walton himself I haye known him 
finr twenty yeaxs, and never heard any thing* 
9/S him, save that he was good man and true» 
The younger stranger is his son, a lad recovecw 
ii% from the English disorder, which has be«> 
n^[ing fieur and wide in Westmoreland sad Cumt 
Jicrland/' 
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** Tell me/' sud Besd«the-Bow» <^ this boxom 
Bertnyn, was he not about a year since in tlni 
service of some noble lady in our own country ?' 

'< I haye heard so/' answered Dickson. 

^^ We shall) in that case, I think, incur little 
danger," replied Bend-the-Bow ; ** by allowing 
this old man and his son to proceed on their 
journey to the castle.'' 

" You are my older and my better," answer^ 
ed Anthony ; ^^ but I may remind you that it is 
not so clearly our duty to give free passage, into 
a garrison of a thousand men of all ranks, tq a 
youth who has been so lately attacked by a con-* 
tagious disorder; and I question if our commander 
would not rather hear that the Black Doughs^ 
with a hundred devils as black as himself, since 
such is his colour, had taken possession of the 
outpost of Hazelside with sword and battle^axe^ 
than that one person who suffered under this fell 
sickness had entered peaceably, and by the open^ 
ed wicket of the castle." 

<< There is something in what thou sayest^ 
Anthony," replied his ocourade ; ^^ and consider* 
ing that our governor^ since he has undertaken 
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the troublesome job of keeping a castle which 
is esteemed so much more dangerous than any- 
other within Scotland, has become one of the 
most cautious and jealous men in the world, we 
had better, I think, inform him of the circum- 
stance, and take his commands how the stripling 
is to be dealt with." 

^^ Content am I," said the archer ; <^ and first, 
methinks, I would just, in order to show that we 
know what belongs to such a case, ask the strip- 
ling a few questions, as how long he has been 
ill, by what physicians he has been attended, 
when he was cured, and how his cure is cer- 
tified," &c. 

« True, brother," said Bend-the-Bow, " Thou 
hearest, minstrel, we would ask thy son some 
questions — What has become of him ? — ^he was 
in this apartment but now." 

'^ So please you," answered Bertram, <^ he 
did but pass through the apartment. Master 
Thomas Dickson, at my entreaty, as well as in 
respectful reverence to your honours' health, 
carried him through the room without tarrianoe^ 
judging his own bedchamber the fittest place 
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for a young man recovering from a severe illness, 
and after a day of no small fatigue.'' 

*^ Well," answered the elder archer, " though 
it is uncommon for men who, like us, live by bow- 
string and quiver, to meddle with interrogations 
and examinations; yet, as the case stands, we 
must make some enquiries of your son, ere we 
permit him to set forth to the Castle of Douglas, 
where you say his errand leads him." 

<^ Rather my errand, noble sir," said the 
minstrel, ^^ than 1;hat of the young man him- 
self." 

^* If such be the case," answered Bend-the- 
Bow, " we may sufficiently do our duty by sending 
yourself, with the first grey light of dawn, to the 
castle, and letting your son remain in bed, which 
I warrant is the fittest place for him, mitil we 
shall receive Sir John de Walton's commands 
whether he is to be brought onward or not." 

" And we may as well," said Anthony, 
'^ rince we are to have this man's company at 
supper, make him acquainted with the rules of 
the out garrison stationed here for the time." So 
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aayiDiB^y be pdtted a aendl firom hk IcatfieiD povch^ 
and said, ^^ miiistrel, canst Aoo read 1^ 

^ It beoomesmy caUing,** said the minstreL 
- ^ It has nothing to do witk miney though,^ 
answered the archer^ <^ and therefidre do thou 
read these r^olations aloud ; for since I do not 
comprehend these characters by aigh^ I lose na 
chance of having them read oirer to me aa oftoa 
as I can, that I may fixdieiz sense inmymemasy. 
So beware that tlioa readest tiie words- letter for 
letter as tiiey are set down ; for thou dost so at 
thy peril, Sir Minstrel, if thou readest not like a 
tmeman*'' 

^ On my minstrel word,** said Bertram, and 
began to read excessirely slow; for he wished to 
gain a little time for considerationy which he 
foresaw would be necessary to prey ent his being 
separated firom his mistress^ which was likely ta 
occasion her mndi anxiety and dBstreas. He 
therefore began thus : — ^ < Outpost at Haxel- 
side, the steading of Goodman Thomas Dicksei^ 
^> — Ay, Thoanas, and is thy house so called ?'' 

>< It is the ancient name of the steading," said 
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tbe Scotv ^ being surrounded by a hasel-sbawy 
or thicket." 

<< Hold yom: cbattering tongue, minstrel," said 
Anthony, ^' and {proceed, as you ralue that or 
yoor ears, which you seem di^osed to make less 
use of." 

« * His garrison,'" proceeded the minstrel, 
reading, '^ ' consists of a lance with its furniture/ 
What, Aen,, a lance, in other words, a belted 
knight, conmiands this party?' 
.«( 'Tis no concern of thine," said the archer. 

^< But it is," answered the minstrel; <^ we 
have a right to be examined by the highest per^^ 
son in presence." 

<^ I will show thee, thou rascal/' said the 
ardier, starting up, <^ that I am lance enough 
for thee to reply to, and I will break thy head if 
thou sayst a word more." 

<< Take care, brother Anthony," said his com« 
rade, '^ we are to use travellers courteously 
and, with your leave, those travellers best who» 
come from our native land." 

^< It is even so stated here,'^ sud the minstrel^ 
and he proceeded to read : — 
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<^ ^ The watch at this outpost of Hazelside 
shall stop and examine all travellers passing by 
the said station, suffering such to pass onwards 
to the town of Douglas, or to Douglas Castle, 
always interrogating them with civility, and 
detaining and turning them back if there arise 
matter of suspicion ; but conducting themselves 
in all matters civilly and courteously to the people 
of the country, and to those who travel in it/ 
You see, most excellent and valiant archer," 
added the commentator Bertram, <' that courtesy 
and civility are, above all, recommended to your 
worship in your conduct towards the inhabitants, 
and those passengers who, like us, may chance to 
fall under your rules in such matters," 

^^ I am not to be told at this time of day," 
said the archer, << how to conduct myself in the 
discharge of tny duties. Let me advise you. Sir 
Minstrel, to be frank and open in your answers 
to our enquiries, and you shall have no reason 
to complsdn." 

^K 1 hope, at all events," said the minstrel, ^^ to 
have your fiivour for my son, who is a delicate 
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stripling) and not accustomed to play his part 
among the crew which inhabit this wild world." 

" Well," continued the elder and more civil 
of the two archers, ^^ if thy son be a novice in 
this terrestrial navigation, I warrant that thou, 
my friend, from thy look and manner of speech, 
hast enough of skill to use thy compass. To com- 
fort thee, although thou must thyself answer the 
questions of our governor or deputy governor, 
in order that he may see there is no offence in 
thee, I think there may be permission granted for 
thy son's residing here in the convent hard by, 
(where the nuns, by the way, are as old as the 
monks, and have nearly as long beards, so thou 
mayst be easy about thy son's morals,) until 
thou hast done thy business at Douglas Castle, 
and art ready to rejsume thy journey." 

*^ If such permission," said the minstrel, ^^ can 
be obtained, I should be better pleased to leave 
him at the abbey, and go myself, in the first 
place, to take the directions of your command- 
ing officer." 

" Certainly," answered the archer, " that will 
be the safest and best way ; and with a piece or 



3M CASOM DAVGXBOUB* 

tKf9 of moBey, liiou mayst Mcuni the prateclin» 
of the aUbot'' 

^ Thoa axfst well," aoBweied die miiutrel; 
^ I hare known life, I haye known every styles 
gap, padiway, and pass ei this wildemeis of oni» 
ior some thirty yeais; and he that cannot steer 
his coone feirly diron^ it like an able seamaD, 
after having- served such an apprenticeship, cain 
hardly ever be taugh^ were a eentory to be given 
him to learn it in.'' 

<^ Since llioa art so expert a mariner," an- 
swered the arch^ Anthony, ^ thou hast, I war- 
rant me, met in &y wanderings a potation called 
a morning's drai^ht, which they who are con* 
ducted by others, where Aey themselves lack 
experience, are used to bestow upon those whxk 
undertake the task of guide upon such an occa« 
sksi?' 

*< I understand you, sir," quoth the minstrel, 
^ and although money, or drink^geldf as Ae 
Flemii^ calls it, is rather a scarce commodity in 
the purse of one of my calling, yet, according tc^ 
my feeble ability, thou shalt have no cause to 
complain that thine eyes <nr those of thy com* 
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imim hmre hten damaged by a Soottkh nust^ 
while we can find an Engliah piece of meney t» 
pay bar like good liqoor wbidi sliouU waak them 
dear." 

5^ Ceatenty^* said the archer ; ^^ we now nnder-^ 
stand each other ; and if difficnlties arise on flie 
road, thou dialt not want the countenance of 
Anthony to sail triumphantly through {hem. 
But thou hadst better let thy son know soon of 
Ae early visit to the abbot to-morrow, for thou 
mayst guess that we cannot and dare not delay 
our departure for the convent a minute after the 
extern sky i» ruddy ; and, with other infirmities, 
young men often are prone to laziness and a Lave^ 
of ease/' 

'* Thou shalt have no reason to think so,'' 
answered the minstrel ; *^ not the lark himself^ 
when waked by the first ray peeping over the 
black cloud, springs more lightly to the sky, 
than will my Augustine answer the same l»il- 
liant summons to-morrow morning. And now 
we understand each other, I would only furdier 
pray you to forbear Ught tsdk while my son i». 
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in yoor oanqKUiy, — a boy of innocent UStf and 
timid in conyeisadon." 

<' Nay, jolly minstrel,'' said the elder archer, 
^ thon girest ns liere too gross an example of 
Satan reproving «n. If thou hast foUowed Aj 
craft for twenty years, as thon pretendest, thy 
son, haying kept thee company since childhood, 
must by this time be fit to open a school to teach 
even devils the practice of the seven deadly sins, 
of wliich none know the theory if those of the 
ffay science are lacking." 

*^ Truly, comrade, thou speakest well," an- 
swered Bertram, ^^ and I acknowledge that we 
minstrels are too much to blame in this matter. 
Nevertheless, in good sooth, the &ult is not one 
of which I myself am particularly guilty ; on the 
contrary, I think that he who would wish to have 
his own hair honoured when time has strewed it 
with silver, should so rein his mirth when in the 
presence of the young, as may show in what re- 
spect he holds innocence- I will, therefore, with 
your permission, speak a word to Augustine, that 
to-morrow we must be on foot early." 

** Do so, my friend," said the English soldier ; 
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<^ and do the same the more speedily that our 
poor supper is still awaiting until thou art ready- 
to partake of it.*' 

*^ To which, I promise thee," said Bertram, 
<^ I am disposed to entertain no delay.'' 

<< Follow me, then," said Dickson, ^^ and J I 
will show thee where this young bird of thine 
has his nest." 

Their host accordingly tripped up the wooden 
stair, and tapped at a door, which he thus indi- 
cated was that of his younger guest. 

'^ Your &ither," continued he, as the door 
opened, ^^ would speak with you, Master Au- 
g^tine." 

<< Excuse me, my host," answered Augustine ; 

^* the truth is, that this room being directly above 
your eating-chamber, and the flooring not in the 
best possible repair, I have been compeUed to 
the unhandsome practice of eavesdropper, and 
not a word has escaped me that passed concern- 
ing my proposed residence at the abbey, our 
journey to-morrow, and the somewhat early hour 
at which I must shake off sloth, and, according 
to thy expression, fly down from the roost" 
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<< And bo# dost tiiou Teli^" add DidESon, 
«' being left wiiik Oie AUwt of Sunt BrideV 
little flock here ?' 

« Why, wen,** said 1^ youth, « if the abbot 
is a man of re^eetability becoming his yocation', 
and not one of those swaggering ^urehmen, 
who stretdi out the swcfrd, and bear diemselves 
like rank soldiers in these troublous times/' 

^ For that, young master/' said DidsBon, ^' if 
you let him put his hand deep enough into yonr 
purse, he wSi hardly quarrel with any thing.'' 

^ Then I will leave him to my &dier," replied 
Augustine, <^ who wiU hardly grudge him any 
thing he asks in reason." 

^^ In that case," replied the Scotchman, *<you 
may trust to our abbot for good accommodation 
— and so both sides are pleased." 

^^ It is well, my son," said Bertram, who now 
joined in the oonrersation ; *' and that thou 
mayst be ready for thy early travelling, I shaU 
presently get our host to send thee some food, 
after partaking of which thou shouldst go to bed 
vid alieep ctf the &tigue of to-day, since to-mnxH 
row will brmg work for itsdtf." 
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^ And as lor thy engagement to these honest 
archers," answered Aug^tine, << I hope you will 
be «ble to do what will gire pleasure to our 
guides, if they are diqKMed to be civil and true 
men.*' 

'^ God bless thee, my ehild !" answered Bei^ 
tram ; ^' thou knowest already what would drag 
after your beck all the Englidi archers that were 
ever at Cressy or Poictiers. There is no fear 
of a grey goose shaft, if yon sing a receilkz like 
to that which chimed even now from that silken 
nest of dainty young goldfinches." 

^ Hold me as in readiness, then,** said the 
seeming youth, ^ when you depart tormonow 
morning. I am within hearing, I suppose, of 
the bells of Saint Bride's chapel, and have n# 
fear, through my sloth, of keejmig y«u or your 
company waiting." 

^' Good-night, and God bless tibee, my child !" 
again said the minstrel ; '^ remember that youv 
iktiier sleeps not far distant, and <m die slightest 
alarm will not £ul to be widi you. I need scarea 
bid thee recommend thyself meantime, to An 
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great Being, who is the friend and &ther of us 
all" 

The pilgrim thanked his supposed father ftw 
his evening blessing, and the visitors withdrew 
without &rther speech at the time, leaving the 
young lady to tliose engrossing fears, which, the 
novelty of her situation, and the native delicacy 
of her sex being considered, naturally thronged 
upon her. 

The tramp of a horse's foot was not long after 
heard at the house of Hazelside, and the rider 
was welcomed by its garrison with marks of 
respect Bertram understood so much as to dis- 
cover from the conversation of the warders that 
this late arrival was Aymer de Valence, the knight 
who commanded the little party, and to the 
furniture of whose lance, as it was technically 
called, belonged the archers with whom we have 
already been acquainted, a man-at-arms or two, 
a certain proportion of pages or grooms, and, in 
short, the command and guidance of the garrison 
at Thomas Dickson's, while in rank he was de- 
puty-govemor of Douglas C!astle. ' 

To prevent all suspicion respecting himself 
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and Ills companion) as well as the risk of the lat^ 
ter being disturbed, the minstrel thought it pro- 
per to present himself to the inspectign of this 
Icnight, the great authority of the little place* 
He found him, with as little scruple as the archers 
heretofore, making a supper of the relics of the 
roast beef. 

Before this young knight Bertram underwent 
an examination, wMe an old soldier took down 
in writing such items of information as the ex.- 
minate thought proper to express in his replies, 
both with regard to the minutiae of his present 
journey, his business at Castle Douglas, and hi» 
route when that business should be accomplish- 
ed ; a much more minute examination, in a wordy, 
than he had hitherto undergone by the archers^ 
or perhaps than was quite agreeable to him, 
being encumbered with at least the knowledge 
of one secret, whatever more. Not that this new 
examinator had any thing stem or severe in hia 
looks or his questions. As to the fir^t, he waft 
mild, gentle, and ^^ modest as a maid,'' and posH 
sessed exactly of the courteous manners ascribed 
by our father Chaucer to the young eUve of chi-* 

TOL. III. M 
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vdry wImhh lie describes npoxt his pHgrimage to 
CttBterburjr* But widi all his gendeiiesB, joxmg 
Aymer de Valeiice shewed a greet dt^ree ef 
eaiteness and aecuraey in his qaeries; and well 
pleased was BertEam that the jaaog kn^t did 

not insist upon se^g has supposed son, idthon^ 

* 

even in that case liis ready wit had resolved, like 
a seaman in a tempest, to saenfice one part to 
p te s ei v e the rest He was not, howerer, driven 
^to this extremity, being treated by Sir Aymer 
de Valence with that d^^ree of courtesy mdiich 
in that age men ct song were in general thought 
entitled tOw The knight kindly and liberally 
eeosented to die lad's remainii^ in the convent, 
as a fit and ^piiet residence for a stripling and 
an invalid, until the governor. Sir John de Wal- 
ton, should express his pleasure on the subject ; 
and Sir Aymer consented to this arrangement 
the more willingly, as it averted all possible 
danger of Inni^fing disease into the English gar- 



By the young knighf s order, all in 
•mi's house wne diqpatdied earlier to rest than 
usual ; iIm main bdl of the neighboaring dh«r 



pel being tlie signal for their iassembly by day- 
bvtak m the morning. They rendezronsed ae- 
cordii^ly, and proceeded to Ssdnt Bride's, where 
.Iksy heard mass, after which an interview took 
place between the Abbot Jeroaie and the min- 
«tfel Bcrtfam, in which the fcH*mer undertook, 
with the permission of Sir Aymer de Val«ice, 
to receive yonng Augustine into his abbey as 
a guest for a few days, less or more, and for which 
Bertram promised an acknowledgment in name 
of alms, which was amply satisfactory. 

^^ So be it," said Bertram, taking leave of his 
supposed sen, ^^ and rely on it I will not tarry 
a day longer at Douglas Castle than shall suffice 
for transacting my business there, which is to 
look after the old books you wot of, and I will 
speedily return for thee to the Abbey of Saint 
Bride, and resume in company our journey 
homeward." 

" O father," replied the youth, with a smile, 
^^ I fear, if you get among romances and chroni- 
cles, and the contents of a fine old library, you 
will be so earnest in your researches, that you 
will forget poor Augustine and his concerns." 
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Never fear me, Aug^line,^ said the old 
man, making the motion of throwing a kiss to- 
wards the boy» '^ thou art good and virtuous, and 
Heaven will not neglect thee were thy father un* 
natural enough to do so. Believe me, all the 
old songs since Merlin's day shall not make me 
forget thee." 

Thus they separated, the minstrel, with the 
English knight and his retinue, to move towards 
the casde, and the youth in dutiful attendance 
on the venerable abbot, who was delighted to find 
that his guest's thoughts turned rather upon 
spiritual things than the morning repast, of the 
iqpproaeh of which he could not help being him*, 
self sensible. 
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CHAPTER III. 



u 



This night, methinks, is but the daylight sick, 
It looks a little paler; 'tis a day- 
Sank as the day is when the sun is hid.** 

Merchant of Venice, 



To &cilitate the progress of the party on its 
way to Douglas Castle, the Knight of Valence 
offered the minstrel the convenience of a horse, 
which the fatigues of yesterday made him gladly 
accept. Any one acquainted with equestrian ex- 
ercise, is aware that no means of refreshment 
carries away the sense of fatigue from over 
walking so easily, as the exchange to riding, 
which calls into exercise another set of muscles, 
and leaves those which have been over exerted 
an opportunity of resting through change of mo- 
tion, iQore completely than they could in abso* 



270 CAfiXLS JDAN6SIIOTOU 

lute repose. Sir Aymer de Valence was sheath- 
ed in armour, and mounted on his charger; two 
of the archers, a groom of mean rank, and a 
squire, who looked in his day for the honour of 
knighthood, completed the detachment, which 
seemed so disposed as to secure the minstrel from 
escape, and to protect him against violence. 
*' Not,'' said the young knight, addressing him- 
self to Bertram, ^< that there is usually danger 
in travelling in this country, any more than in 
the ,mo6t quiet districts of England ; but some 
disturbances, as you may have learnt, have bro- 
ken out here within this last year, and have 
caused the garrison of Castle Douglas to main* 
tain a stricter watch. But let us move on, for 
the complexion of the day is congenial with 
the original derivation of the name of the oouiw 
try, and the description of the dii^ to wIhib 
it belonged — Shoho Dhu Glag9 — (see yon dazk 
grey man), and dark grey will our route prove 
this morning, though by good luck it is not 
long." 

The morning was indeed what llie oirigiii^ 
Gaelic words implied, " a dxizsly, daikf moMt 
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day ;" the mist had settled upon the hilb, and Tin« 
rolled itself upon brodk, gl&de, and tarn, and the 
spring breese was not power&l enough to raise 
the veil, though from the wild sounds which were 
heard oecasionally on the ridges, and through the 
glens, it might be supposed to wail at a sense of 
its own inability. The route of the travellers 
was directed by the course which the river had 
ploughed for itself down the valley, the waters 
of which bore in general that dark grey livery 
which Sir Aymer de Valence had intimated to be 
the prevalent tint of the country. Some ineffec- 
tual struggles of the sun shot a ray here and there 
to salute the peaks of the hills ; yet these were 
unable to surmount the dulness of a Mardi morn- 
ing, and, at so early an hour, produced a variety 
of shades, rather than a gleam of brightness^ 
upon the eastern horizcm. The view was mono- 
tonous and depressing, and apparently die geod 
knight Aymer sought some amusement in ooeaf- 
ftional talk witit Bertram, wko, as was usual wiA 
his craft, possessed a fund of knowledge, and a 
power of conversation, well suited to pass away 
a dull mommg. The miintrel, well pleased to 
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pidc up such infonnation as lie might be able 
conceming the present state of the country^ 
embraced every opportmiity of sustaining the 
dialogue. 

^^ I would speak with you, Sir Minstrel/' said 
the young knight* ^' If thou dost not find the 
air of this morning too harsh for thine organs, 
heartily do I wish thou wouldst fairly tell me 
what can have induced thee, being, as thou 
seemest, a man of sense, to thrust thyself into 
a wild country like this, at such a time. — And 
you, my masters,'' addressing the archers, and 
the rest of the party, ^^ methinhs it would be as 
fitting and seeming if you reined back your 
steeds for a horse's length or so, since I appre- 
hend you can travel on your way without the 
pastime of minstrelsy." The bowmen took the 
hint, and fell back, but, as was expressed by their 
grumbling observations, by no means pleased 
4hat there seemed little chance of their overhear- 
ing what conversation should pass between the 
young knight and the minstrel, which proceeded 
as follows : — 

^^ I am^ then, to understand, good minstrel,'^ 
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6ald the knight, ^^ that you, who have in your 
time borne arms, and even followed Saint 
George's red-cross banner to the Holy Sepul- 
chre, are so little tired of the danger attending 
our profession, that you feel yourself attracted 
unnecessarily to regions where the sword, for 
evdr loose in its scabbard, is ready to start on the 
slightest provocation ?" 

^^ It would be hard," replied the minstrel 
bluntly, '^ to answer such a question in the affir- 
mative ; and yet, when you consider how nearly 
aUied is his profession who celebrates deeds oC 
arms with that of the knight who performs them, 
your honour, I think, will hold it advisable that 
a minstrel desirous of doing his devoir, should, 
like a young knight, seek the truth of adventures 
where it is to be found, and rather visit countries 
where the knowledge is preserved of high and 
noble deeds, than those lazy and quiet realms, 
in which men live indolently, and die ignobly 
in peace, or by sentence of law. You your- 
self, sir, and those like you, who hold life cheap 
in respect of glory, guide your course through 
this world on the very same principle which 

m2 
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brings yonr poor rhyming serrant Bertram fipom 
a fiir province of merry England^ to this dark 
country of nigged Scotland called Douglas Dale* 
Yoa long to see adventures worthy of notioey 
and I (under &Your for naming us two in the 
same breath) seek a scanty and precarioui, but 
not a dishonourable living, by preparing f<nr 
immortality, as well as I can, the particulars of 
such exploits, espedally the names of those who 
were the heroes of these actions. Each, there- 
fore, labours in his vocation ; nor can the one be 
jusdy wondered at more than the other, seeiz^ 
that if there be any difference in the degrees d 
danger to which both the hero and the poet are 
exposed, the courage, strength, arms, and ad- 
dress of the valiant knight, render it safer for 
him to venture into scenes of peril, than for the 
poor man of rhyme." 

** You say well," answered the warrior ; " and 
although it is something of novdty to me to 
hear your craft represented as upon a level wilJi 
my own mode of life, yet shame were it to say 
that the minstrel who toils so much to ke^ in 
memory the feats of gallant knights, should not 
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prefer fiune to existence, and a siaf^le 
aekie\nement of valour to a whole age without 
a name, or to affirm that he follows a mean and 
unworthy profession." 

*^ Your worship will then acknowledge/' said 
the minstrel, ^^ that it is a legitimate object in 
such as myself, who, simple as I am, hare tak^t 
my regular degrees among the professors of the 
gay science at the capital town of Aigues-Mortes, 
to struggle forward into this northern district^ 
where I am well assured many things have hap«* 
pened which have been adapted to the harp by 
minstrels of great fame in ancient days, and have 
become the subject of lays which lie deposited 
in the library of Castle Douglas, where, imlesi 
copied ov^ by some one who understands the 
eld British characters and language, they must^ 
with whatever they may contain, whether of 
entertainment or edification, be speedily lost to 
•posterity. If these hidden treasures were pre- 
served and recorded by the minstrel art of my 
poor self and others, it might be held well to 
compensate for the risk of ^ chance blow of a 
broadsword, or the sweep of a brown bill, r^ 
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oeived while I am engaged in collecting tiiem ; 
and I were unworthy of the name of a Huai, 
much more of an inventor or finder,* should I 
weigh the loss of life, a commodity always so 
uncertain, against the chance of that immortality 
^hich wiU survive in my lay after my brok^ 
▼oice and shivered harp shall no longer be able 
either to express tune or accompany tale/' 

*^ Certainly," said Sir Aymer, <^ having a heart 
to feel such a motive, you have an undoubted 
right to express it; nor should I have been in 
any degree disposed to question it, had I found 
many minstrels prepared, like yourself, to pre* 
fer renown evefa to life itself, which most men 
think of greatly more consequence." 

** There are, indeed, noble sir," replied Ber- 
tram, *' minstrels, and, with your reverence, even 
belted knights themselves, who do not sufficiently 
value that renown which is acquired at the rii 



* The name of Maker stands for Poet (tkrith tlie origina] sense 

of wluch word it exactly corre^xmds) in the old Scottisli language. 

"That of Trouveur, or Troubadour — ^Finder, in. sWt — lias a samU 

Jar meaning, and almost in every country the poetical tribes hare 

'been graced with the same epithets^ inferring the property of those 

*who employ invention or creation. 



€ASTX£ DANGEROUS. 277 

of life. To such ignoble men we must leave 
their own reward — let us abandon to them earthy 
and the things of earth, since they cannot aspire 
to that gloiy which is the best reward of others.*' 

The minstrel uttered these last words with 
such enthusiasm, that the knight drew his bridle, 
and stood fronting Bertram, with his countenance 
kindling at the same theme, on which, after a 
short silence, he expressed himself with a like 
vivacity. 

*' Well fere thy heart, gay companion ! I am 
happy to see there is still so much enthusiasm 
surviving in the world. Thou hast fairly won 
the minstrel groat; and if I do not pay it in 
conformity to my sense of thy merit, it shall be 
the fault of dame Fortune, who has graced my 
labours in these Scottish wars with the niggard 
pay of Scottish money. A gold piece or two 
there must be remaining of the ransom of one 
French knight, whom chance threw into my 
hands, and that, my friend, shall surely be thine 
own ; and hark thee, I, Aymer de Valence, who 
now speak to thee, am born of the noble House 
of Pembroke ; and though now landless, shall, by 
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the g^raee of Our Lady, hare in* time a fitting- 
establiahment, wherein I will find room far a 
minstrel like tiiee, if tiiy talents have not by 
tiiat time found tiiee a better patron." 

*^ Tliank tiiee, noble knight," said tiie min- 
strel, << as well for thy present intentions, as I 
hope I shall for thy future performance ; but I 
may say with truth, tiiat I have not the sordid 
inclination of many (d my brethren." 

^^ He who partakes the true thirst of noble 
fEune," said the young knight, ^^ can have littie 
room in his heart for the love of gcid. But tiiou 
hast not yet told me, friend minstrel, what are 
the motiyes, in particular, which hare attracted 
thy wandering steps to tiiis wild country?" 

« Were I to do so," replied Bertram, rather 
desirous to avoid the question, as in some rei^>ects 
too nearly bordering on tiie secret purpose of 
his journey, ^^ it might sound like a studied pa- 
negyric on thine own bold deeds. Sir Knight, 
and those of your companions in arms ; and such 
adulation, minstrel as I am, I hate like an emp^ 
cup at a companion's lips* But let me say in 
few words, tiiat Douglas Castie, and the deeds 
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of valour whidi it lias witnessed, limve scmnd'- 
ed wide through England ; nor is there a gallant 
knight or trusty minstrel, whose heart does not 
throb at the name of the stronghold, which, in 
former days, the foot of an Englishman ner^r 
entered, except in hospitality. There is a magic 
in the rery names of Sir John de Walton and 
Sir Aymer de Valence, the gallant defenders 
of a place so often won bade by its ancient lords, 
and with such circumstances of yalour and cruel- 
ty, that it bears, in England, the name of the 
Dangerous Castle," 

" Yet I would fain hear," answered the 
knight, " your own minstrel account of those 
legends which have induced you, for the amuse- 
ment of future times, to visit a country which, 
at this period, is so distracted and perilous." 

" If you can endure the length of a minstrel 
tale," said Bertram — " I for one am always 
amused by the exercise of my vocation, and 
have no objection to tell my story, provided you 
do not prove an impatient listener." 

" Nay, for that matter," said the young 
knight ; ^^ a fair listener thou shalt have of me. 
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and if my reward be not great, my attention at 
least shall be remarkable." 

^ And he,** said the minstrel, *< must be a 
poor gleeman who does not hold himself better 
paid with that, than with gold or silver, were the 
pieces English rose*nobles« On this condition, 
then, I begin a long story, which may, in one or 
other of its detaihi, find subject for better min- 
strels than myself, and be listened to .by such 
warriors as you hundreds of years hence." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

While many a merry lay and many a song 

Cheer*d the rough road, we wisVd the rough road long ; 

The rough road then returning in a round, 

Mark*d their impatient steps, for all was fairy ground. 

D& Johnson. 

'^ It was about the year of redemption one 
thousand twelve hundred and eighty*fiye years,'' 
began the minstrel, ^' when King Alexander 
the Third of Scotland lost his daughter M«ga. 
ret, whose only child, of the same name, called 
the Maiden of Norway, (as her father was king 
of that country,) became the heiress of this king- 
dom of Scotland, as well as of her father's crown. 
An unhappy death was this for Alexander, who 
had no nearer heirs left of his own body than 
this grandchild. She indeed might claim his 
kingdom by birthright ; but the difficulty of estar 
jblishing such a claim of' inheritanqe must have 
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been anticipated by all who l^stowed a thought 
upon the subject The Scottish king, therefore^ 
endeavoured to make up for his loss by replacing 
his late queen, who was an English princess, 
sister of our Edward the First, with Juletta, 
daughter of the Count de Dreux. The solemni- 
ties at the nuptial ceremony, which took place 
in die town of Jedburgh, were very great and 
remarkable, and particularly when, amidst the 
display of a pageant which was exhibited on the 
occasion, a ghastly spectre made its appearance 
in the form of a skeleton, as the King of Terrors 
is said to be represented. — ^Yonr wtnrdiip is free 
to laugh at this, if you think it a proper subject 
for mirth ; but men are alive who viewed it witk 
tiieir own eyes, and the event showed too well 
of wlwt miflliMrtuiies tiiis i^yparitiooei was the sin- 
gular prognostication." 

^^ I have heard the story/' said the kai^t ; 
^ but the monk who told k me, suggested that 
die %m«, though unhappily diosen, was per* 
hi^s purposely imtrodoeed as a part of the pa- 
geant'' 

^< I know not that," said the minstrel dryly ; 
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^< but there is no doubt that Aor&y afker this 
s^pandon King Alexander died, to the great 
sorrow of his people. The Maid of Norway, his 
heiress, speedily followed her grandfather to the 
grave, and our EngUsh king. Sir Knight, raked 
up a daim of dependency and homage, due, he 
sakl, by Scotland, which neither the lawyers, 
nobles, priests, nor the very ministrels of Scot- 
land, had ever before heard of." 

*^ Now, beshrew me," interrupted Sir Ajrmer 
de Valence, '^ this is beyond bai^in. I agreed 
to hear your tale with patience, but I did not 
pledge myself that it should contain matter to the 
reproach of Edward the First, of blessed memo- 
ry ; nor will I permit his name to be menti<med 
in my hearing without the respect due to his 
high rank and noble qualities." 

^^ Nay," said the minstrel, ^^ I am no High* 
land bagpiper or geneal<^st, to carry respect for 
my art so far as to quarrel with aman of worship 
who stops nte at the beginning of a pibroch. I 
am an Englishman, and wish dearly well to my 
country ; and, above aU, I must speak the truiL 
But I will avoid disputable topics. Your age> 
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sir, tkoBgh none of the ripest, auUiorizes me to 
suppose you may have seen the battle of FaUdik, 
and other onslaughts in which the competition 
of Bntoe and Baliol has been fiercely agitated, 
and you will permit me to say, that if the Scot- 
tish have not bad the right upon their side, they 
have at least defended the wrong with the effort^ 
of brave men and true." 

*^ Of brave men, I grant you," said the knight^ 
** for I have seen no cowards amongst them ; but 
as for truth, they can best judge of it who know 
how often they have sworn fidth to England, and 
how repeatedly they have broken their vow." 

'^ I shall not stir the question," said the min- 
strel, *^ leaving it to your worship to determine 
which has most falsehood — ^he who compels a 
weaker person to take an unjust oath, or he who, 
compelled by necessity, takes the imposed oath 
without the intention of keeping his word." 

" Nay, nay," said De Valence, " let us J^eep 
our opinions, for we are not likely to force each 
other from the faith we have adopted on this 
subject But take my advice, and whilst thou tra- 
vellest under an English pennon, take heed th^ 
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thou keepest off this conversation in the hall and 
kitchen, where perhaps the soldier may be less 
tolerant than the officer ; and now, in a word, 
what is thy legend of this Dangerous Castle ?" 
" For that," replied Bertram, ** methinks 
your worship is most likely to have a better 
edition than I, who have not been in this coun- 
try for many years; but it is not for me to 
bandy opinions with your knightship. I will 
even proceed with the tale as I have heard it. 
I need not, I presume, inform your worship that 
the Lords of Douglas, who founded this castle^ 
are second to no lineage in Scotland in the 
antiquity of their descent* Nay, they have 
themselves boasted that their family is not to be 
seen or distinguished, like other great houses, 
until it is found at once in a certain degree of 
eminence. * You may see us in the tree,* they 
say, ^ you cannot discover us in die twig ; you 
may see us in the stream, you cannot trace u» to 
the fountain/ In a word, they deny that histo- 
rians or genealogists can point out the first mean 
man named Douglas, who originally elevated 
the family ; and true it is, that so long as we 
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bare known this race, tliey have always beett 
foiowned for valour and enterprise, aeeompo^ 
nted with the power which made that enterprise 
effie^oaL" 

^* EBOugh,'' said the knight, ^ I have heard 
of the pride and power of that great £imily, nor 
does It interest me in the least to deny or detract 
from their hold claims to consideration in lliis 
respect" 

^^ Without doubt you must also have heard, 
noble sir," replied the minstrel, '^ many things 
of James, the present heir of the house oi Dou- 
glas?* 

^^ More than enough," answered the Englisli 
knight ; <^ he is known to have been a stout sup- 
porter of that outlawed traitor, William Wal-» 
fece ; and again, upon the first raising of the 
banner by this Robert Bruce, who pretends to be 
King of Scodand, this young springald, Jamea 
Douglas^ must needs start into rebel]&)n anew. 
He plunders his uncle, the Archbishop of Sk 
Andrews, af a considerable sum of money, to 
fill the Scottish Usurper's not ovar-bitfdened 
treasury, debauches the servants of lus relatieOf 
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takes anns, and, dumglL repeatedly chastised ia 
tke field, still keeps kis vaunt, and threatena 
aoisdiief to those who, in the name id kis light- 
fill sovereign, defend the Castle of Douglas 
Dale." 

'^ It is your pleasure ' to say so, Sir Knight," 
replied Bertram ; ^^ yet I am sure, were yon a 
Scot, yon would with patience hear me tell cnrer 
what has been said of this young man by those 
who have known him, and whose account of his 
adventures shows how di£Ferently the same tale 
may be told. These men talk of the present heir 
ei this ancient family as fully adequate to main- 
tain and augment itsreputadon ; ready, indeed, 
to undergo every peril in the cause of Robert 
the Brace, because the Bruce is esteemed by 
14m his lawful king; and sworn and devotedy 
with sach small strength as he can muster, to 
revenge himself on those Southrons, who have, 
for several years, as he thinks, unjustly, possess^ 
ed themselves of his fiither's abode." 

"O," repfied Sir Aymer de Valence^ "we 
have heard woch of his achievem^its ia this re- 
S|pect, and of his threats against our governor ancL 
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oonelves; yet we tliiiik it scarce likely that Sh* 
Jehn de Walton will moTe firom Douglas Dale 
widiout the King's order, although this James 
Douglas, a mere chicken, take upon himself to 
crack his Toice by crowing like a cock of die 
game.'* 

*^ Sr," answered Bertram, ''our acquaintance 
IS but brie^ and yet I feel it has been so benefi* 
dal to me, that I trust there is no harm in hoping 
that James Douglas and you may neyer meet 
in bodily presence till the state of die two coun- 
tries shall admit of peace being between you.** 

'' Tlou art obliging, friend," answered Sir 
Aymer, ''and, I doubt not, sincere; and truly* 
thou seemest to hare a wholesome sense of the 
respect due to this young knight, when men talk 
of him in his native iralley of Douglas* For me, 
I am only poor Aymer of Valence, mthout an 
acre of land, or much hope of acquiring any, un- 
less I cut something huge witii my broadsword 
out of the middle of tbese hills. Only thi% good 
minstrel, if thou liyest to tell my story, may I 
pray thee to use thy scrupulous custom of search- 
ing out the verity, and whether I live or die thou 
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slialt not, I think, discover that thy late acquaint- 
ance of a spring morning hath added more to the 
laurels of James of Douglas, than any man's death 
must give to him by whose stronger arm, or 
more lucky chance, it is his lot to fall." 

" I nothing* fear you. Sir Knight," said the 
minstrel, ^^ for yours is that happy brain, which» 
bold in youth as beseems a young knight, is in 
more advanced life the happy source of prudent 
counsel, of which I would not, by an early deaths 
wish thy country to be deprived." 

'^ Thou art so candid, then, as to wish Old: 
England the benefit of good advice," said Sir 
Aymer, ^^ though thou leanest to ^e side of 
Scotland in the controversy ?' i 

*^ Assuredly, Sir Knight," said the minstrel, 
«' since in wishing that England and ScoUand. 
each knew their own true interest, I am bound 
to wish them both alike well; and they should, I; 
think, desire^ to live in friendship together. Oo»/ 
cupyinfi^ each their own portion of the same) 
hslsmdy and living under the same laws, and being 
at peace with each other, they mighty withouti 
£^r, face the enmity of the whole world*" : ; 

VOL. III. K 
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knight, and to attainder as a subject; and the 
chiefs who take share with him, and serve under 
him, will share also in hb guilt and his punish- 
ment ?" 

^* All this I know well,** said Sir Aymer ; " and 
I only wonder that, having become public, the 
conditions have, nevertheless, been told with so 
much accuracy ; but what has this to do with the 
issue of the combat, if the Douglas and I should 
chance to meet? I will not surely be disposed to 
fight with less animation because I wear my for- 
tune upon my sword, or become coward because 
I fight for a portion of the Douglas's estate, as 
well as for fame and for £itherland? And after 
all" 

*< Hear me," said the minstrel; *^ an ancient 
gleeman has said, that in a fidse quarrel there is 
no true valour, and the los or praise won fherein, 
is^ when balanced against honest fame^ as value- 
less as a wreath formed out of copper, compared 
to a chaplet of pure gold ; but I bid you not take 
me for thy warrant in this important question. 
Thou well knowest how James of Thirlwall, the 
last English commander before Sir John de WaU 
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ton, was surprised, and the castle sacked with cir^ 
cumstances of great inhumanity/' 

" Truly," said Sir Aymer, " I think that 
Scotland and England both have heard of that 
onslaught, and of the disgusting proceedings of 
the Scottish chieftain, when he caused tran- 
sport into the wild forest gold, silver, ammuni-* 
tion, and armour, and all things that could be 
easily removed, and destroyed a large quantity 
of provisions, in a manner equally savage and 
unheard-of." 

' " Perhaps, Sir Knight," said Bertram, " you 
were yourself an eyewitness of that transaction, 
which has been spoken of far and wide, and is 
6alled the Douglas Larder," 

" I saw not the actual accomplishment of the 
deed," said De Valence ; " that is, I witnessed 
it not a-doing, but I beheld enough of the sad 
relics to make the Douglas Larder never by 
ftie to be forgotten as a record of horror and 
abomination. I would speak it truly, by the 
hand of my father and by my honour as a knight ! 
and I will leave it to thee to judge whether 
it was a deed calculated to secure the smiles of 
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Heaven ia fkvour of the actxMK* This is my 
edition of the story : — 

** A large quantity of provisions had dnrm^ 
two years or thereabouts been ci^ected from di^ 
ferent points, and the Castle of Douglas, newly 
repaired, and, as was thought, carefully guarded^i 
was appointed as the place where the said provi-^ 
aions were to be put in store for the service of the 
King of England, or of the Lord ClijSbrd, which- 
ever should first enter the Western Marches with 
an English army, and stand in need of such a sup-^ 
ply. This army was also to relieve our wants> 
I mean those of my uncle the Eaxl of Pembroke,rr 
who for some time before had lain with a con-^ 
siderable force in the town called Ayr, near tha 
old Caledonian Forest, and where we had hot 
wars with the insuj^ent Scots. Well, sir, it hap* 
pened, as in similar cases, that Thirlwall, though 
a bold and active soldier, was surprised in the Cas^ 
tie of Douglas, about Hallowmass, by this same 
worthy, young James Douglas. In no very good 
humour was he, as you may suppose ; for his 
&ther, called William the Hardy, or William 
Longlegs, having refused, on any terms, to be<* 



oome ABglocised, 19m made a lawfi^ priaoao^ 
aad dbd as such^ dosdy eonfined in Bcrwidk^ 
or^ as s<nne sayy in Newcastle* The xtev» of Vi 
fad»er's death had put young Dougkft into 90 
SBaall rage> aad teibded, I think, to suggest whal; 
he did in his resentmeat. Being embarrasstil 
by the quantity of provisioas whkh he found in 
the castle, which, the English being supef ie< ia 
the country, he had neither the means to remorev^ 
nor the leisure to stay and ccHmmne, the fieiiid». 
as I think, inspired him with a ccmtrivance ta 
render them unfit Ibr human usew You shatt 
judge yourself whether it was likely to be sug- 
gested by a good or an evil spirit* 

^^ According to thisdevice, the g^, silver, and 
other transportable commodities being earriedt ta 
secret places of safety, Douglas caused the m^i^ 
the malt,, and other com or grain to be broughst 
down mto the casde eellar, where he emptied the 
contents of the sacks into> one loathsome heap) 
striking out the heads of the barrels and p«ai- 
cheons, so as to let the mingled drink run through 
the heap of m^ grai% and so &Nrtlu Thebulr 
lodks provided fot daughter were m lak^ manner 
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knocked on the liead, and their blood suffered to 
drain forth into die maas^of edible substances; 
and lastly^ the flesh of these oxen was buried 
in the same mass, in which was ako included 
the dead bodies of those in the casUe^ who, re* 
ceiving no quarter from the Douglas, paid dear 
enough for having kept no better watch. This 
base and unworthy abuse of proyisions intended 
for the use of man, tc^ether with throwing into 
the well of the castle carcasses of men and horses, 
and other filth for polluting the same, has since 
that time been called the Douglas Larder." 

^< I pretend not, good Sir Aymer,'* said the 
minstrel, ^* to vindicate what you justly reprove, 
^or can I conceive any mode of rendering provi- 
sions arranged afiter the form of the Douglas 
Larder, proper for the use of any Christian ; yet 
this young gentleman might perhaps act under 
the sting of natural resentment, rendering his 
singular exploit more excusable than it may 
seem at first. Think, if your own noble father 
had just died in a lingering captivity, his inherit-^ 
ance seized upon, and occupied as a garrison by 
:a foreign enemy, would not these things stir you 
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to a mode of resentment, which in cold bloody 
and judging of it as the action of an enemy^ 
your honour might hold in natural and laudable 
abhorence? — Would you pay respect to dead 
and senseless objects, which no one could blame 
your appropriating to your own use, or even 
scruple the refusal of quarter to prisoners, which 
is so often practised even in wars which are other- 
wise termed fair and humane ?' 

*^ You press me close, minstrel," said Aymer 
de Valence. <^ I at least have no great interest 
to excuse the Douglas in this matter, since its 
consequences were, that I myself, and the rest 
of my uncle's host, laboured with Clifford and his 
army to rebuild this same Dangerous Castle ; and 
feeling no stomach for the cheer that the Dou-^ 
glas had left us, we suffered hard conmions, 
though I acknowledge we did not hesitate to 
adopt for our own use such sheep and oxen as 
the miserable Scots had still left around their farm- 
houses; and I jest not. Sir Minstrel, when I 
acknowledge in sad earnest, that we martial men 
ought to make our petitions with peculiar peni- 
tence to Heaven for mercy, when we reflect on 

n2 
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llie ¥811008 miseries which the nature of oitf pn^* 
fession oompeb us to inflict upon each other." 

^ It seems to me," answered the minstrely 
^ that diose who feel the stings of their owacoA- 
icieBce should be more lenient when they speak 
of the offences of others ; nor do I greatly rAy 
on a sort of prophecy which was deliy^ed, aa 
the men of this hill district say, to the young 
Lord Dougks, by a man who in the course of 
nature should have been long since dead, pro- 
mising him a course of success a^^ainst the Eng- 
lish for having sacrificed his own Castle oi Dou- 
glas to prevent their making it a garrison." 

« We have time enough for the story," said 
Sir Ajrmer, << and methinks it would smt a knight 
and a minstrel better than the grave converse we 
have hitherto held, whidi would have beseemed 
—so God save me — ^the mouths of two travelling 
friars." 

<< So be it," said the minstrel ; <^ the rote or 
the viol easily changes its time and varies its 
note." 
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CHAPTER V. 



A tale of aosroWf for your eyes may weep ; 
A tale of Horror, for your flesH may tingle ; 
A tale of wonder, for t^ eyebrows arch. 
And the flesli curdles, if you read it rightly. 

OldPlay. 



^^ YouB honour most be infoirmed^ ^ortle Sir 
Aymer de Valence, ^hat I have heard this stoiy 
told at a great distance from the land in which k 
happened) by a svoam minstrd, the ancient friend 
and servant of the house of Douglas, one ol Am 
best, it is said, who ever, belonged to that noUe 
family. This minstrel, Hugo Hngonet by name^ 
attended his young master when 00 this fierce 
exploit, as was las wont. 

^ The castle was in total tumult ; in one comer 
)the war-men were busy breaking up and destroys 
Jng provisions ; in another, they were shxyng 
men, horses, and cattre, and these actions were 
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aocOTupanied with iq>propriiite sounds* The 
tle^ particularly, had become sensible of their 
impending fitte, and with awkward resistance 
^d piteous cries, testified that reluctance widi 
which these poor creatures look instinctiyely om 
the shambles* The groans and screams of men, 
undergoing, or about to undergo, the stroke 
of death, and the screeches of the poor horses 
which were in mortal agony, formed a fearful 
chorus* Hugonet was desirous to remoTO himself 
from such unpleasant sights and sounds ; but his 
master, the Douglas, had been a man of some 
reading, and his old servant was anxious to 
secure a book of poetry, to which he had been 
attached of old* This contained the La3rs of an 
ancient Scottish Bard, who, if an ordinary hu~ 
man creature while he was in this life, cannot 
now perhaps be exactly termed sudi* 

^* He was, in short, that Thomas, distinguished 
by the name of the Rhymer, and whose intimacy^^ 
it is said, became so great with the gifted people, 
called the Faery folk, that he could, like them, 
ibretell the future deed before it came to pass. 
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and united in his own person the quality of bard 
and of soothsayer. But of late years he had 
vanished almost entirely from this mortal scene ; 
and although the time and manner of his death 
were never publicly known, yet the general be- 
lief was, that he was not severed from the land 
of the living, but removed to the land of Faery, 
from whence he sometimes made .excursions, and 
concerned himself only about matters which were 
to come hereafter. Hugonet was the more earnest 
to prevent the loss of the works 6! this ancient 
bard, as many of his poems and predictions 
were said to be preserved in the castle, and were 
supposed to contain much especially connected 
with the old house of Douglas, as well as other 
feonilies of ancient descent, who had been sub- 
jects of this old man's prophecy ; and accordingly 
he determined to save this volume from destruc- 
tion in the general conflagration to which the 
buildipg was about to be consigned by the heir 
of its ancient proprietors. With this view he 
hurried up into the little old vaulted room, call- 
ed * the Douglas's study,' in which there might 
foe some dozen old books written by the ancient 
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AaiphinBf m what the nnstiek call He 
Maek. He isiiaediaiely £scofeied the cdebv»« 
ted lay, c^ed Sir Tmtrem, iriiick haa been ao 
«fteii altered and abridged aa to bear litde re- 
semblance to the originaL Hngone^ who weU 
hnew the Taloe in which this peem was hdd by 
the ancient krda of the casde, took die parch^ 
taaxt Yolome frona the shelvea of die lihcary, 
and laid it upon a small desk adjaeent to die 
Baron's diair* Having made such prqiaiation for 
puttii^; it in safety, he fell into a brief rererie, 
in idiich the decay ai light, and the preparaiaoaa 
for the Douglas Larder, bnt especially the last 
sight of objects which had been familiar to hia 
eyes, now on the eye of destraetion, engi^;ed 
him at that moment. 

^< The bard, therefore, was thinking widiin 
himself upwi the uncommon mixture of the mys- 
tical sehdar and warrior in his old master, when^ 
as he bent Kis eyes upon the book ctf die ancient 
Rhymer, he was astonished to observe it slowly 
removed from the desk on which it lay by aa 
invisible hand. The <dd man looked with hor- 
ror at the spontaneous motion of the book, for 
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Ae 8a£Hy of whick he was intereBted^ and bad 
the ooun^ to approadi a little nearer the tsd>Ie« 
in order to discover %y what means it had been 
withdrawn. 

<< I have said the room was already beo«ning 
dark» so as to render it difficult to distinguish 
any person in the chair, thongh it now appeared, 
on closer examination, that a kind of shadowy 
outline of a human form was seated in it, but 
neither precise enough to convey its exact figure 
to the mind, nor so detailed as to intimate dis* 
tinctly its mode of action. The Bard of Dou^ 
glas, therefore, ga&:ed upon the object of his fear^ 
as if he had looked upon somethii^ not mortal; 
nevertheless, as he gazed more intendy, he 
became more capable of discovering the object 
which offered itself to his eyes, and they grew 
by degrees more keen to penetrate what they 
witnessed. A tall thin form, attired in, or ra- 
ther shaded with, a long flowing dusky robe, 
having a &ce and physiognomy so wild and over- 
grown with hair as to be Hardly human, were 
the only marked outlines of the phantom ; andf 
looking more attentively, Hugonet was still sen- 
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ttble of two other foniis» the outlines, it seemed, 
of a hart and a hind, which appeared half to 
shelter themselves behind the person and under 
the robe of this supernatural figure." 

** A probable tale/' said the knight, *^ for you. 
Sir Minstrel, a man of sense as you seem to be, 
to recite so gravely ! From what wise authority 
have you had this tale, which, though it might 
p8» weU enough amid clanging beakera, must 
be held quite apocryphal in the sober hours of 
the morning?" 

« By my minstrel word. Sir Knight," an- 
swered Bertram, <^ I am no propagator of the 
fiible, if it be one ; Hugonet, the violer, when 
he had retired into a cloister near the Lake of 
Pembelmere in Wales, communicated the story 
to me as I now tell it Therefore, as it was 
upon the authority of an eyewitness, I apologize 
not for relating it to you, since I could hardly 
discover a more direct source of knowledge." 

^^ Be it so, Sir Minstrel," said the knight ; 
<< tell on thy tale, and may thy legend escape 
criticism from others as well as from me." 
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<* Hugonet, Sir Knight," answered Bertram, 
^^ was a holy man, and maintained a fair charac- 
ter during his whole life, notwithstanding his 
trade may be esteemed a light one. The vision 
spoke to him in an antique language, like that 
formerly used in the kingdom of Strath-Clyde, 
being a species of Scots or Gaelic, which few 
would have comprehended." 

^^ ^ You are a learned man,' said the appari-* 
tion, Vand not unacquainted with the dialects 
used in your country formerly, although they 
are now out of date, and you are obliged to 
translate them into the vulgar Saxon of Deira 
or Northumberland; but highly must an ancient 
British bard prize one in this ^^ remote term of 
time," who sets upon the poetry of his native 
country a value which invites him to think of its 
preservation at a moment of such terror as in-* 
fluences the present evening.' 

^< ^ It is, indeed,' said Hugonet, * a night of 
terror, that calls even the dead from the grave, and 
makes them the ghastly and fearful companions 
of the living — Who or what art thou, in God's 
name, who breakest the bounds which divide 



ihew^ and revintert thus strangd^y Ae slate tkoa 
Lail so long bid miien te?' 

<< ' I any' replied the Tiaion, ^ diat celefasBted 
Thomas t£e Bkymer, by aiome ealled Tk4 
of Erceldmm, oar Tkomas die Tme Spemkn 
like odier sages^ I am permitted at tunes to 
rieTisit tke scenes of my former life, nor am I 
incapable of removing the shadowy dofuds and 
darkness which overhang fiiturity ; and Jsnaw, 
thou afflicted man^ that what thoa new^ seeafe 
in this woful country, is not a general emfaloa 
of what shall therein be£adl hereafter, but i» 
prc^ortion as the Douglasses are now safierin^ 
tike loss and destmction of their homc^ for dieir 
loyalty to the rightful heir <tf die Scottish Idng- 
dom, so hath Heaven appointed for th«n a just 
reward; and as they have m^i^iared ts bum and 
destroy their own house and diat of thek feidiers 
in the Bruce's cause, so is it the doom of Hear 
ven, that as often as die walls of Dou^as Casde 
shidl be burnt to die ground, diey shall be ^;ain 
rebuilt still minre stately and more magnifiosnt 
than before.' 

^< A cry was now heard like diat of amultitude 
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in the court-yard, joining in a fierce shout of ex-» 
ultation; at the same. time a broad and ruddy 
glow seemed to burst from the beams and rafters, 
and sparks flew from them as from the smith's 
stithy, while the elanent caught to its fuel, and 
the conflagration broke its way through every 
aperture* 

^^ ' See ye that,' said die vision, casting his. 
eye towards the windows, and disappearing — 
^ Begone ! The fated hour of removing this book 
is not yet come, nor are thine the destined hands» 
But it will be safe where I have placed it, and 
the time of its removal shall come/ The voice 
was heard after the form had vanished, and the 
brain of Hugonet almost turned round at the 
wild scene which he beheld ; his utmost exer- 
tion was scarcely sufficient to withdraw him from 
the terrible spot, and Douglas Castle that nig^l 
simk into ashes and smoke, to arise, in no great 
lengdi of time, in a form stronger than ever." 
The minstrel stopt, and his hearer, the English 
knight, remained silent for some minutes, ere 
at length he replied. 

^^ It is true, minstrel," answered Sir Aymer^ 
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'< tbat your tale is so &r undeniable, diat this 
castle — three times burned down by the heir of 
the house and of the barony — ^has hitherto been 
as often reared again by Henry Lord Clif- 
ford, and other general^ of the English, -who 
endeavoured on every occasion to build it up 
mor^ artificially and more strongly than it had 
formerly existed, since it occupies a position 
too important to the safety of our Scottish bor- 
der to permit our yielding it pp. This I my- 
self have partly witnessed. But I cannot think, 
that because the castle has been so destroyed, 
it is therefore decreed so to be repaired in future, 
considering that such cruelties, as surely cannot 
meet the approbation of Heaven, have attended 
the feats of the Douglasses. But I see thou 
art determined to keep thine own £edth, nor can 
I blame thee, since the wonderful turns of fate 
which have attended this fortress, are sufficient 
to warrant any one to watch for what seem the 
peculiar indications of the will of Heaven ; but 
thou mayst believe, good minstrel, that the feult 
shall not be mine, if the young Douglas shall 
have opportumty to exercise his cookery upon a 
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second edition of his family larder, or to profit 
by the predictions of Thomas the Rhymer," 

*^ I do not doubt due circumspection upon 
your own part and Sir John de Walton^" said 
Bertram : ^^ but there is no crime in my saying 
that Heaven can accomplish its own purposes. 
I look upon Douglas Castle as in some degree a 
£aited place, and I long to see what changes time 
may have made in it during the currency of twenty 
years. Above all, I desire to secure, if possible, 
the volume of this Thomas of Erceldoun, having 
in it such a fund of forgotten minstrelsy^ and of 
prophecies respecting the future fetes of the 
British kingdom, both northern and southern.'' 

The knight made no answer, but rode a little 
space forward, keeping the upper part of the 
ridge of the water, by which the road down the 
vale seamed to be rather sharply conducted. It 
at length attained the summit of an acclivity 
of considerable length. From this point, and 
behind a conspicuous rock, which appeared to 
have been pushed aside, as it were, like the scene 
of a theatre, to admit a view of the under part of 



910' CA8TLE DAKGEROU8« 

the Talley, the travellers beheld die ekteniBhra 
vale, parts of whidi have been already sliowii 
in detail, but which, as the river becaoie nar- 
rower, was now entirely laid bare in its heiglkth 
and depth as far as it extended, and dis|>layed iM 
its precincts, at a little distance from the oomrse 
of the stream, the towering and lordly castle t# 
which it gave the name. The mist which con-* 
tinned to encnmber the valley with its fleecy 
clouds, showed imperfectly the rude fortifica* 
tions which served to defend the small town of 
Dongbis, which was strong enough to repel a 
desultory attack, but not to withstand what was 
called in those days a formal si^e. Tl^ most 
striking feature was its church, an ancient 
Gothic pile raised on an eminence in the centre 
of the town, and even then extremely ruinous* 
To the left, and lying in the distance, might be 
seen other towers and battlements ; and, divided 
from the town by a piece of artificial water, 
which extended almost around it, arose the Dan-* 
gerous Castle of Douglas. 

Sternly was it fortified, after the fiuhion of 
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tke middle ag«8, mtk donjon and battlements; 
^displaying, shere others, the tall tower, which 
bore the name of Lord Henry^ or the Clif- 
ford's Tower. 

" Yonder is the castle," said Aymer de Va- 
lence, extending his arm, with a anile of triumph 

« 

iipon his brow; ^^ thou mayst judge thyself 
whether the defences added to it under &e 
Clifford are likely to render its next capture a 
more easy deed than the last." 

The minstrel barely shook his head, and quo<* 
ted from the Psalmist — ^^ Nisi- Dominus cu^o^ 
diet" Nor did he prosecute the discourse, though 
De Valence answered ei^erly, " My own editton 
of the text is not very different from thine; 
but, methmks, thou art more spiritually minded 
than can always be predicated of a wandering 
minstrel," 

'* God knows," said Bertram, " that if I, or 
sadi as I, are foi^etful of the finger of Provi-* 
dence in accomplishing its purposes in this lower 
world, we have heavier blame than that of othev 
people, since we are pa*petually called upoui i& 
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the exercise of our iandful profession, to admire 
the turns of £ite which bring good out of evil, 
and which render those who think only of their 
own passions and purposes the executors of the 
will of Heaven/' 

<< I do submit to what you say, Sir Minstre],'' 
answered the knight, << and it would be unlaw* 
fid to express any doubt of the truths which you 
speak so solemnly, any more than of your own 
belief in them. Let me add, sir, that I think I 
have power enough in this garrison to bid you 
welcome, and Sir John de Walton, I hope, will 
not refuse firee access to hall, castle, or knight's 
bower, to a person of your profession, and by 
whose conyersation .we shall, perhaps;, profit 
somewhat I cannot, however, lead you to ex- 
pect such indulgence for your son, conndering 
the present state of his health ; but if I procure 
him the privilege to remain at the convent of 
Saint Bride, he will be there unmolested and ia 
safety, until you have renewed your acquaintance 
with Douglas Dale and its history, and are dis-« 
posed to set forward on your journey/' 
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** I embrace your honour's proposal tlie more 
. wiDingly,'* said the minstrel, " that I can recom- 
pense the Father Abbot." 

^' A main point with holy men or women,'' 
replied De Valence,^' who, in time* of warfare, 
subsist by affording the visitors of their shrine 
the means of maintenance in their cloisters for 
a passing season." 

• The party now approached the sentinels on 
guard at the castle, who were closely and thick-^ 
ly stationed, and who respectfully admitted Sir 
Aymer de Valence, as next in command under 
Sir John de Walton. Fabian — for so was the 
young squire named who attended on De Valence 
—mentioned it as his master^s pleasure that the 
minstrel should also be admitted. 

An old archer, however, looked hard at the 
minstrel as he followed Sir Aymer. " It is not 
for us," said he, ^^ or any of our degree, to oppose 
the pleasure of Sir Aymer de Valence, uncle or 
nephew to the Earl of Pembroke, in such a mat- 
ter ; and for us. Master Fabian, welcome are you 
to make the gleeman your companion both at 
bed and board, as well as your visitant^ a week 

VOL. III. o 
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or two at the Castle of Douglas ; but your wor- 
ship is wdl aware of die strict order of w»ldi 
laid upon us, and if Solomon, King of Isme^ 
Vere to come here as a traveUii^^ninstrel, by 
my faith I durst not give him entrance, unlesa 
I had positive authority from £Sr John de Wal- 
ton/' 

^' Do you doubt, sirrah," said Sir Aymer de 
'Valence, who returned on hearing an altercation 
betvrixt Fabian and the archer — ^ do you doi^ 
that I have good authority to entertain a guest, 
'INT do you presume to contest it ?* 

*^ Heaven forbid !" said the old man, '^ that I 
'Should presume to place my own desire in oj^po^ 
«ition to your worship, who has so lately and so 
honourably acquired your i^urs ; but in this mat- 
ter I must think what will be the wish of Sir John 
4e Walton, who is your governor. Sir Knight^ 
as well as mine ; and so far I hold it worth while 
to detain your guest until Sir John return fma 
a ride to the outposts of the castle ; and this, I 
conceive, being my duty, will be no matter of 
i^enoe to your worship." 

<( Me^tjanks," said the knight, ^ it is saucy in 
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tbee to suppose tliat my commands can have any 
tking in them improper, or contradictory to those 
of Sir John de Walton ; thou mayst trust to me 
at lea^ that thou shalt come to no harm. Keep 
this man in the guard-room; let him not want 
good cheer, and when Sir John de Walton re- 
turns, report him as a person admitted by my 
invitation, and if any thing more be wanted to 
make out your excuse, I shall not be reluctant 
in stating it to the governor." 

The archer made a signal of obedience with 
the pike which he held in his hand, and resumed 
the grave and solemn manner of a sentinel upon 
Us post He first, however, ushered in the min- 
strel, and furnished him with food and liquor, 
speaking at the same time to Fabian, who re* 
mained behind. The smart young stripling had 
become very proud of late, in consequence of 
obtaining the name of Sir Aymer's squire, and 
advancing a step in chivalry, as Sir Aymer him- 
self had, somewhat earlier than the usual period, 
been advanced from squire to knight. 

** I tell thee, Fabian," said the old archer^ 
(whose gravity, sagacity, and skill in his voca- 



I 



S16 CASTLE DANGEROUS. 

tioD, while they gained him the confidence of all 
in the castle, subjected him, as he himself said, 
occasionally to the ridicule of the young cox-* 
combe ; and at the same time, we may add, ren<» 
dered him somewhat pragmatic and punctilious 
towards those who stood higher than himself in 
birth and rank ;) <^ I tell thee, Fabian, thou wilt 
do thy master. Sir Aymer, good service, if thou 
wilt give him a hint to suffer an old archer, man- 
at-arms, or such like, to give him a fair and civil 
answer respecting that which he commands; for 
undoubtedly it is not in the first score of a man's 
years that he learns the various proper forms of 
military service ; and Sir John de Walton, a most 
excellent commander no doubly is one earnestly 
bent on pursuing the strict line of his duty, and 
will be rigorously severe, as well, believe me^ 
with thy master as with a lesser person. Nay, 
he also possesses that zeal for his duty which in- 
duces him to tiurow blame, if there be the slight- 
est ground for it, upon Aymer de Valence him* 
self, although his uncle, the Earl of Pembroke, 
was Sir John de Walton's steady patron, and laid 
tiie beginning of his good fortune ; for all which,^ 
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by training up his nephew in the true discipline 
of the French wars, Sir John has taken the best 
>vay of shewing himself grateful to the old Earl." 
* *< Be it as you will, old Gilbert Grreenleaf,'* 
answered Fabian, ** thou knowest I never quar- 
rel with thy sermonizing, and therefore give me 
credit for submitting to many a lecture from Sir 
John de Walton and thyself; but thou drivest this 
a little too far, if thou canst not let a day pass with- 
out giving me a flogging. Credit me, Sir John 
de Walton will not thank thee, if thou term him 
one too old to remember that he himself had 
once some green sap in his veins. Ay, thus it 
is, the old man will not forget that he has once 
been young, nor the young that he must some 
day be old ; and so the one changes his man- 
ners into the lingering formality of advanced 
age, and the other remains like a midsummer 
torrent swoln with rain, every drop of water in 
it noise, froth, and overflow. There is a maxim 
for thee, Gilbert ! — Heardest thou ever better ? 
hang it up amidst thy axioms of wisdom, and 
see if it will not pass among them like fifteen to 
the dozen. It will serve to bring thee off^ man> 
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wlien the wine-pot (tUiie only fiiult, goeA Grit* 
bert) htttk broaght thee on occasion into some- 
Aing^ of a scrape.'' 

^ Best keep it for .thyself, good £Sr Sqaire," 
said the oUL man ; ^ methinks it is more like t» 
stand thyself one day in good stead* Whoeyer 
heard of a knight^ or of the wood of which » 
knight is made^ and that is a squire, being piUH» 
ished eerporally like a poor old archer or hotse^ 
boy ? Tour worst faiilt will be mended by sonse 
of these witty sayings, and your best service wffl 
scarce be rewarded more thankfully than by 
giving thee the name of Fal»an the Fabler, or 
some such witty title*'* 

Having unloosed his repartee to this extent^ 
eU Greenkaf resumed a certain acidity of coun^ 
tenance, which maybe said to characterise these 
whose preferment hadi become frozen under tha 
influence of the slowness of its progress, and who 
&play a general spleen against such as have ob* 
tained the advancement for which all are strugw 
glang, earlier, and, as they suppose, with less 
merit than their own. From time to time die 
fgpaof the old sentinel stole irom the top of his 
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pike, and with an air c^ triumph rested upon the 
young man Fabian, as if to see how deeply the 
wound had galled him, while at the same time he 
held himself on the alert to perform whatever 
mechanical duty his post might require* Bod» 
Fabian and his master were at the happy period 
of life when such discontent as that of the grave 
archer affected them lightly, and, at the veiy. 
worst, was considered as the jest of an M raaa 
and a good soldier; the more especially, as he 
was always willing to do the duty of hia cooaipdr^ 
aions, and was much trusted by Sir John die 
Walton, whe^ though very much, younger, had 
been bred up like Greenleaf in the wars of Bdt 
ward the First, and was tenacious in iipholdisg 
strict discipline, which, since the death of that 
g^eat monarch, had been considerably neglectod 
by the young and warm*blooded valour of Eng^ 
land. 

Meantime it occurred to Sir Aymer de Va* 
knee, that though in displaying the usual de« 
gree of hospitality shown to such a man as Ber« 
tram, he had merely done what was becoming 
hia own rank, as one possessed of the higher 



320 CASTLE DANGEROUS* 

hononn of chivaliy — tke self-styled minstrel 
might not in reality be a man of that worth 
which he assumed. Th^re was certainly some- 
thing in his conversation, at least more grave, if 
not more austere, than was common to those of 
his c^ling ; and when he recollected many points 
of Sir John de Walton's minuteness, a doubt 
arose in his mind, that the governor might not 
^>prove of hb having introduced into the castle 
a person of Bertram's character, who was capa- 
ble of making observations from which the gar* 
rison might afterwards feel much danger and 
inconvenience. Secretly, therefore, he regret- 
ted that he had not fidrly intimated to the wan- 
dering minstrel, that his receptjpn, or that of 
any stranger, within the Dangerous Castle, was 
hot at present permitted by the circumstances 
of the times. In this pase, the express line of 
his duty would have been his vindication, and 
instead, perhaps, of discountenance and blame, 
he would have had praise and honour from his 
superior. 

With these thoughts passing through his mind, 
some tacit apprehension arose of axebuke on the 



CASTLE DANGEROUS. 821 

part of his commanding-ofBcer ; for this officer, 
notwithstanding his strictness, Sir Aymer loved 
as well as feared. He went, therefore, towards; 
the guard-room of the castle, under the pretence 
of seeing that the rights of hospitality had been 
duly observed towards his late travelling com^ 
panion. The minstrel arose respectfully, and 
from the manner in which he paid his compli- 
ments, seemed, if he had not expected this call 
of enquiry, at least to be in no degree surprised 
at it. Sir Aymer, on the other hand, assumed an 
sur something more dbtant than he had yet used 
towards Bertram, and in reverting to his former 
invitation, he now so far qualified it as to say, 
tliat the minstrel knew that he was only second 
in command, and that effectual permission to 
enter the castle ought to be sanctioned by Sir 
John de Walton. 

. There is a civil way of seeming to beljeve any 
apology which people are disposed to receive in 
payment, without alleging suspicion of its cur- 
rency. The minstrel, therefore, tendered his 
thanks for the civility which had so far been 
shown to him. ^^ It was a mere wish of pass* 

o2 
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ing cariosity^'' he said, ^^ which, if not granted^ 
could be attended with no consequences either 
inconvenient or disi^reeable to him. Thomas 
of Erdldoun was, according to the Welsh triads^ 
one of the three bards of Briiainj who nerer 
stained a spear with blood, or was guilty either 
of taking or retaking castles and fortresses, and 
thus far not a person likely, after death, to be 
sni^ected of such warlike feats. But I can 
easily oonceire why ISr John de Walton should 
have allowed the usual rights of hospitality to 
fidl into disuse, and why a man of public charae^ 
ter like myself ought not to desire food or Iod« 
ging where it is accounted so dangerous; and it 
can surprise no one why the governor did not 
even invest his worthy young lieutenant with 
the power of diq>eninng with so strict and unu<^ 
Bual a rule/' 

These words, very coolly spoken, had some- 
thing of the effect of affronting the young knight^ 
as insinuating, that he was not held sufficiently 
trustworthy by Sir John de Walton, with whom 
he hiad lived on terms of affection and familiar^ 
ity, though the governor had attained his thirtieth 
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jrefti; and upward^ and his lieutenant did not ye^ 
write himself one-^and-twenty^ the full age of 
chivalry having been in his case particularly dis- 
pensed with, owing to a feat of early manhood* 
Ere he had fully composed the angry thoughts | 

which were chafing in his mind, the sound of i( 
hunting-bugle was heard at the gate, and from 
the sort of general stir which it spread through 
the garrison, it was plain that the governor had 
returned from his ride. Every sentinel, seem- 
ingly animated by his presence, shouldered his 
pike more uprightly, gave the word of the post 
more sharply, and seemed more fully awake tmi 
conscious of his duty. Sir John de Walt<m 
having alighted from his horse, asked Greenleaf 
what had passed during his absence; the old 
ardier thought it his duty to say, that a minstrely 
who seemed like a Scotchman, or wandering bor- 
derer, had been admitted into the^ casde, while 
his son, a lad sick of the pestilence so muc|r 
talked o^ had been left for a time at the Abbey 
of Saint Bride. This he said on Fabian's infoi^ 
iBation. The archer added, that the &ther was 
a man of tale and song, who could keep the 
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whole garrison amused, without giring them 
leare to attend to their own business. 
^ << We want no such devices to pass the tune,'' 
answered the governor ; *' and we would have 
been better satisfied if our lieutenant had been 
pleased to find us other guests, and fitter for a 
direct and frank communication, than one who^ 
by his profession, is a detractor of God and a 
deceiver of man." 

' *^ Yet," said the old soldier, who could hardly 
listen even to his commander without indulging 
the humour of contradiction, '^ I have heard your 
honour intimate that the trade of a minstrel, when 
it is justly acted up to, is as worthy as even the 
d^;ree of knighthood itsel£" 

^^ Such it may have been in former days," 
answered the knight; ^^ but in modern min- 
strelsy, the duty of rendering .the art an inc^i- 
4ive to virtue is forgotten, and it is well if the 
poetry which fired our &thers to noble deeds, 
does not now push on their children to such as 
are base and unworthy. But I will speak upoa 
this to my friend Aymer, than whom I do not 
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know a more excellent, or a more high-spirited 
young man." 

While discoursing with the archer in this 
manner, Sir John de Walton, of a tall and hand*^ 
some figure, advanced and stood within the ample 
arch of the guard-room chimney, and was listened 
to in reverential silence by trusty Gilbert, who 
filled up with nods and signs, as an attentive 
auditor, the pauses in the conversation. The 
conduct of another hearer -of what passed was 
not equally respectful, but, from his position, he 
escaped observation. 

This third person was no other than the squire 
Fabian, who was concealed from observation by 
his position behind the hob, or projecting portion 
of the old-fashioned fireplace, and hid himself 
yet more carefully when he heard the conversa- 
tion between the governor and the archer turn 
to the prejudice, as he thought, of his master. 

* 

The squire's employment at this time, was the 
servile task of cleaning Sir Aymer's arms, which 
was conveniently performed by heating, upon the 
projection already specified, the pieces of steel 
armour for the usual thin coatinjr of varnish. Ho 
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could not, therefore, if lie should bo discovered^ 
be considered as guilty of any thing insolejit 
or disrespectful. He vas better screened from 
view, as a thick smoke arose from a quantity of 
oak panelling, carved in many cases witii thia 
crest and achievements of the Douglas fEudlly^ 
which being the fuel nearest at hand» lay amouk 
derii^ in the diimney, and gatliering to a UiflBe* 

The governor, unoonsdous of this addition to 
his audience, pursued his oonvorsaiaon with Gil» 
bert Greenleaf : ^^ I need not tell you," ho said^ 
^^ that I am interested in the speedy terminalioii 
of this siege or blockade, with which Douglas 
continues to threaten us ; my own honour and 
affections are engaged in keeping this Dang^ous 
Castle safe in England's behalf, but I am troubled 
at the adnussion of this stranger; and young De 
Valence. would have acted more strictly in the 
line of his duty, if he had refused to this wan*- 
derer any communication with thi& garrison with- 
out my permission." * 

<' Pity it is," replied old Greenleaf, shakii^ 
his head, ^^ that this good-natured and gaUant 
young knight is somewhat drawn aside by the 
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rasli advices oi his squire, tlie boy Fabian^'^wiiil 
li»s bravery, but as litde steadiness in him as a 
bottle of fermented small beer." 

" Ntow hang thee," thought Fabian to himself, 
^< for an old relic of the wars^ stuffed full of 
conceit and vraiiike terms, like the soldier whoi» 
to keep himself from the cold, has lapped himsdf 
so dose in a tattered ensign for a shelter, ibaA 
his very outside may show nothing but rags and 
bkuEonry." 

'* I urould not think twice of the matter, weM 
the party less dear to me," said Sir John de Wal* 
ton. ^' But I w^uld fidn be of use to this young 
man„ even although I should purdiase his im* 
provement in military knowledge at the expense 
of giving him a little pain. Experience should, 
as it were, be burnt in upon the mind of a young 
man, and not merely impressed by marking th^ 
lines of his chart out for him with chalk ; I will 
remember the hint you, Gbreenleaf, have given^ 
and take an opportunity of severing these two 
young men ; and though I most dearly love the 
one, and am far from wishing ill to the other, yet 
at present, as you well hint, the Uind is kadisg 
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the blind, and tbe young Imight has for his 
assistant and counsellor too youn^ a squire, and 
that must be amended.'^ 

*' Marry ! out upon thee, old palmer worm P' 
said the page within himself; <^ have I found 
diee in the very fact of maligning myself and my 
master, as it is thy nature to do towards all the 
hopeful young buds of chivalry ? If it were not to 
dirty the arms of an dive of chivalry, by measu- 
ring them with one of thy rank, I might honour 
thee with a knightly invitation to the field, while 
the scandal which thou hast spoken is still foul 
Upon thy tongue; as it is, thou shalt not carry 
one kind of language publicly in the castle, and 
another before the governor, upon the footing 
of having served with him under the banner of 
Longshanks. I will carry to my master this tale 
of thine evil intentions; and when we have con^ 
certed together, it shall appear whether the 
youthful spirits of the garrison or the grey beards 
ore most likely to be the hope and protection of 
this same Castle of Douglas/' 

It is enough to say that Fabian pursued his 
purpose, in carrying to his master, and in no 
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very good humour, the report of what had passed 
between Sir John de Walton and the old soldier. 
He succeeded in representing the whole as a 
formal o£fence intended to Sir Aymer de Valence ; 
while all that the governor did to remove the 
suspicions entertained by the young knight, could 
not in any respect bring him to take a kindly 
view of the feelings of his commander towards 
him. He retained the impression which he had 
formed from Fabian's recital of what he had 
heard, and did not think he was doing Sir John de 
Walton any injustice, in supposing him desirous 
to engross the greatest share of the fame acqui- 
red in the defence of the castle, and thrusting 
back his companions, who might reasonably pre- 
tend to a fair portion of it 

The mother of mischief, says a Scottish pro- 
verb, is no bigger than a midge's wing.* In this 
matter of quarrel, neither the young man nor the 
older knight had afforded each other any just 
cause of offence. De Walton wasii strict observer 
of military discipline, in which he had been 

• t. e. Gnat's wing. 
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edoGBted from Jm extreme yoiitli» and hy -wlmh 
he was almost as completely ruled as by bici 
aatoral disposition; and his present situatkm 
added force to his original edaeation* 

Common report had even exaggerated tihe mili" 
tary skill, the love of adventure^ and the ^reat 
Tsriety of enterprise, ascribed to James, the youoMg. 
•Lord Donglas* He had, in the eyes of this 
Sonthem garrison, the fiiculties of a fiend, raXbet 
than those of a mere mortal ; for if the Engjinh 
soldiers cursed the tedinm of iSie perpetual 
watch and urard upon the Dangerous Casde, 
which admitted of no relaxation firom the seve^ 
rity <^ extreme duty, they agreed that a tall 
form was sure to appear to them with a battle* 
axe in his hand, and entering into conTersatiim 
in the most insinuating manner, never fiiiled, 
with an ingenuity and eloquence equal to that 
of a fidlen spirit, to recommend to the disocHa* 
tented sentinel some mode in which, by giving 
his assistance to betray the English, he might 
set himself at liberty. The Variety of these 
-devices, and the frequency <^ their recurrence, 
kept Sir John de Walton's anxiety so perpetually 



CASIXB DANGEROUS. 331 

upon the stretch, that he at no time bought 
himself exactly out of the Black Douglas's 
reach, buj more than the good Christian sup* 
poses himself out of reach of the wiles of the 
Devil ; while every new temptation, instead of 
confirming his h(^, seems to announce that 
^e immediate retreat of the Evil One will be 
followed by some new attack yet more cunningly 
devised. Under this general state of anxiety 
and apprehension, the temper of the governor 
changed somewhat for the worse, and they who 
loved him best, regretted roost that he became 
addicted to eomplain of &e want of diligence 
on the part of those, who, neither invested wi& 
responsibility like his, nor {mimated by the hope 
of such splendid rewards, did not entertain the 
same degree of watchful and incessant suspicion 
as himself. The soldiers muttered that the vigi- 
lance of their governor was marked with sevmty; 
the ofiSicers and men of rank, of whom there 
were several, as the castle was a renowned 
school of arms, and there was a certain merit 
attained even by serving within its walls, com^ 
plaiBed, at the same time, tbat Sir John do 
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Walton DO longer made parties for hunting, far 
hawkin|r, or for any purpose which might soften 
the rigours of warfare, and suffered nothing to 
go forward but the precise discipline of the castle. 
On the other hand, it may be usually granted, 
that the castle is well kept where the goremor 
is a disciplinarian ; and where feuds and personal 
quarrels are found in the garrison, the young 
men are usually more in &ult than those whose 
greater experience has convinced them of the 
necessity of using the strictest precautions* 

A generous mind — ^and such was Sir John de 
Walton's — ia often in this way changed and 
corrupted by the habit of over-vigilance, and 
pushed beyond its natural limits of candour. 
Neither was Sir Aymer de Valence free from a 
similar change ; suspicion, though from a different 
cause, seemed also to threaten to bias his open 
and noble disposition, in those qualities which 
had hitherto been proper to him. It was in vain 
that Sir John de Walton studiously sought 
opportunities to give his younger friend indul- 
gences, which at times were as far extended as 
the duty of the garrison permitted* The blow 
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was struck ; the alarm had been given to a proud 
and fiery temper on both sides ; and while De 
Valence entertained an opinion that he was un-» 
justly suspected by a friend^ who was in several 
respects bound to him, De Walton, on the other 
hand, was led to conceive that a young man, of 
whom he took a charge as affectionate as if he 
had been a son of his own, and who owed to his 
lessons what he knew of warfare, and what suc- 
cess he had obtained in life, had taken offence 
at trifles, and considered himself ill treated on 
very inadequate grounds. The seeds of disagree- 
ment, thus sown between them, failed not, like 
the tares sown by the Enemy among the wheat, 
to pass from one class of the garrison to another ; 
the soldiers, though without any better reason 
than merely to pass the time, took different sides 
between their governor and his young lieute- 
nant ; and so the ball of contention being once 
thrown up between them, never lacked some 
arm or other to Beep it in motion. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



Alas! tbejrliad been friends in yoath; 
But wlnsqwring tragiies ean poiaon trvfli ; 
And constancy lives in realms abore ; 

And li£e is tbomy, and youth is yain ; 
And to be wroth with one we krre» 

Doth work like madness in the brain. 

Each spoke words of hi^h disdain, 
And insult to his heart's dear brothery 
But never either found anodier 
To free the hollow heart from paining-— 
They stood aloo^ the scars remaining^ 

Like elifi which had been rent asunder ; 
A dreary tea now flows between, 

But neither heat, nor frost, nor thunder, 
Shan wholly do away, I ween. 
The marks of that which once hath been. 

CkriaUAdk of Co 



' In prosecution of the intention wliich, when 
his blood was cool, seemed to him wisest^ Sb 
John de Walton resolved that he would go to the 
verge of indulgence with his lieutenant and his 
young officers, furnish them with every species 
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0f amtisement whick4lie place rendered posadUe^ 
and make them ashamed of their discontent, by 
inredoading them with conrtesy* The first time, 
therefore, that he saw Aymer de Valence afber 
his retorn to the castle, he addressed him in 
high spirits, whether real or assumed. 

<^ What thinkest thou, my young friend," said 
De Walton, ^^ if we try some of the woodland 
sports proper, they say, to this country ? There 
are still in our neighbourhood some herds of the 
Caledonian breed of wild cattle, which are no- 
where to be found except among the moorlands 
—the black and rugged frontier of what was 
anciently called the Kingdom of Strath-Clyde. 
There are some hunters, too, who hare been 
nccustomed to the sport, and who youch that 
these animals are by far the most bold and fierce 
subject of chase in the island of Britain." 

" You will do as you please," replied Sir 
Aymer, coldly ; ^< but it is not I, Sir John, who 
would recommend, for the sake of a hunting- 
match, that you should involve the whole garrir 
wn in danger ; you know best the responsibili- 
4m incurred by your office here, and no doubt 
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must Imve, heedfblly ititeaiei to tiiem 
making a proposal of sucb a nature.'' 

^' I do indeed know my own duty," replied 
De Waitdn, offended in turn, *< and migkt be 
allowed to think of yours also, without assumTUg 
more than ftiy own share of responsibOity ; but 
it seems to me as if die commander of this Dan- 
gerous Castle, among other inabilities, were, as 
oM people in this country say, subjected to a 
spell — and one which renders it impossible for 
him to g^de his conduct so as to affrard pleasure 
to those whom he is most desirous to oblige* 
Not a great many weeks since, whose eyes would 
hare sparkled like those of Sir Aymer de Va* 
lence at the proposal of a general hunting-matdi 
after a new object of game ; and now what is his 
bearing when such sport is proposed, merely, I 
think, to disappoint my purpose of obliging him ? 
— ^a cold acquiescence drops half frozen from 
his lips, and he proposes to go to rouse the wild 
cattle with an air of gravity, as if he were under- 
taking a pilgrimage to the tomb of a martyr." 

^^ Not so, Sir John," answered the young 
knight << In our present situation we stand con* 
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jomed in more eharges than one, and altboagli 
the greater and controlling trast is no donbt laid 
npon you as the elder and abler knight, yet still 
X feel that I myself have my own share of a 
serions responsibility. I trust, therefore, yon 
will indulgently hear my opinion, and bear with 
it, even though it should appear to have relation 
to that part of our common charge which is more 
especially intrusted to your keeping. The dig- 
vuity of knighthood which I have the honour to 
share with you, the accolade laid on my shoulder 
by the royal Plantagenet, entitles me, methinks^ 
to so much grace." 

" I cry you mercy," said the elder cavalier; 
« I forgot how important a person I had before 
me, dubbed by King Edward himself, who was 
ikioved no doubt by special reasons to confer such 
an early honour ; and I certainly feel that I over- 
step my duty when I propose any thing that 
savours like idle sport to a person of such grave 
{Mretensiona^" 

•* Sir John de Walton," retorted De Valence, 
^ we have had something too much of this — let^it 
%t0p here. All that I mean to say is, that in][th]S 
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wardship of Douglas Castle, it will not be by my 
consent, if any amusement, which distinctly in- 
fers a relaxation of discipline, be unnecessarily 
engaged in, and especially such as compels us to 
summon to our assistance a number of the Scots, 
whose evil disposition towards us we well know ; 
nor will I, though my years have rendered me 
liable to such suspicion, suffer any thing of this 
kind to be imputed to me ; and if unfortunately 
— ^though I am sure I know not why— we are in 
future to lay aside those bonds of familiar friend- 
.ship which formerly linked us to each other, yet 
I see no reason why we should not bear ourselves 
in our necessary communications like knights 
and gentlemen, and put the best construction on 
-each other's motives, since there can be no reason 
for imputing the worst to any thing that comes 
horn either of us." 

'^ You may be right, Sir Aymer de Valence,'* 
fiaid the governor, bending stiffly ; ^^ and since 
you say we are no longer bound to each other as 
friends, you may be certain, nevertheless, that I 
will never permit a hostile feeling, of which yo& 
lare the object, to occupy my bosom. You have 
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been long, and I Lope not uselessly, my pupil 
in the duties of chivalry. You are the near re- 
lation of the Earl of Pembroke, my kind and 
constant patron, and if these circumstances are 
well weighed, they form a connexion which it 
would be difficult, at least for me, to break 
through. , If you feel yourself, as you seem to 
intimate, less strictly tied by former obligations, 
you must take your own choice in fixing our 
relations towards each [other." 

" I can only say," replied De Valence, " that 
my conduct will naturally be regulated by yoilr 
own ; and you. Sir John, cannot hope more de- 
voutly than I do, that our military duties may 
be fairly discharged, without interfering w^h 
our friendly intercourse." 

The knights here parted, after a conference 
which once or twice had very nearly terminated 
in a full and cordial explanation ; but still there 
was wanting one kind heartfelt word from either, 
to break, as it were, the ice which was fast free- 
zing upon their intercourse, and neither chose 
to be the first in making the necessary advances 
with sufficient cordiality, though each would 
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liare gladly done so, liad die other i^peared di&-^ 
fflrons of meeting it with the same ardoiv ; but 
llieir pride was too high^^and prevented eith^ 
from saying what might at once have put theai 
upon 'bbl open and manly footing. They parted, 
therefore, widiont again retaming to the subject 
el the proposed divemon ; until it was afterwards 
reanmed in a formal note, pn^ng Sir Aymer de 
Yalenee to aecooqpany the commandant of Do»* 
glas Castle upon a solenm honting-maieh, whick 
had for its object die wild cattle of the neigh- 
bouring dale. 

The time of meeting was appointed at six in 
the morning, beyond the gate of the outer bani- 
cade ; and the chase was dedared to be ended in 
the afternoon, when the reekeai should be blown 
beneath the great oak, known by the name of 
Sholto's Club^ which stood a rCToarkable objee^ 
where Douglas Dale wa» bounded by sevarat 
scattered trees, the outskirts of the forest and h3t 
country. The uBuid wsstimg was sent out to && 
common people, or vassab of tihe district^ whidB 
they, notwithstanding theor feeling of airtipa&y^ 
received in general widi d^;ht, tqwa t^ gveal 
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EpienreaB principle of carpe diem, that is to say, 
in whatever circtunstances it happens to present 
iteelf, be sure you lose no recreation which life 
affords. A hunting-match has still its attractions, 
even though an English knight take his pleasure 
in the woods of the Douglas. 

It was no doubt afflicting to these faithful vas- 
sals, to acknowledgpi another lord than the re- 
doubted Douglas, and to wait by wood and river 
at the command of English officers, and in the 
company of their archers, whom they account- 
ed their natural enemies. Still it was the only 
species of amusement which had been permitted 
them for a long time, and they were not dispo- 
sed to omit the rare opportunity of joining in it. 
The chase of the wolf, the wild boar, or even the 
timid stag, required silvan arms ; the wild cattle 
still more demanded this equipment of war-bows 
and shafts, boar-spears and sharp swords, and 
other tools of the chase similar to those used in 
actual war. Considering this, the Scottish inha- 
bitants were seldom allowed to join in the chase,, 
except under regulation as to number and arms^ 
and especially in preserving a balance of force 
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on the side of the English soldiers, which was 
very offensive to thenu The gpreater part of the 
garrison was upon such occasions kept on foot, 
and several detachments, formed according to tlie 
governor's direction, were stationed in different 
positions, in case any quarrel should suddenly 
break out. 
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